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PREFACE.

'W i4 »iump>:ng t9 delineate rti« occurrences that form the subject of the fol*

Scwin;; pHge», wotne inacroracies will probably arise. The suddennegs of

tbe ralarnitjut Miraniif hi prevented that cool and collected observation of facts,

«o desirable to form the gromid-work of a correct narration. In addition, the

present work ban been ratbef'hastilx prepared, tinder the impression, that by

conveying a complete account of the losses and sofl'erings of this unhappy settle*

ment, an increased feelirjj may be excited to aid the survivors. One of the

unhappy sttfTerers has furnished the author with the details of the destruction,

of which he was an eye-witness ; and, through the }os« of property, a victim :

and the description throughout has been drawn from the best sources of infor^

roatioQ that could be obtained at Miramicbl, and at Halifaic, whither many ot xho

nnfortunate people have retorted.

The fires that have raged on other parts of this continent about the same

period having apparently originated from causes similar to those which pro-

duced this mo8t destructive conflagration, it has been thought proper to add such

notices of them as could be obtained in time. A short account of the previous

settlements en the River is also appended ; and in couclosioo, the reader will

find a notice of the measures taken in the cities and settlements of, ^eW'Bruns*

wick, Nova-Scotia and Canada, and in the United States, to afford assistaucc (•

their di3lrefiA''?d breiliren.
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