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cacli vessel, in order to see that iio fisli Nvhich is uot perfectly

cured, be introduced iiKo the cargo, which otherwise might

soon become damaged. » ..• . : \ »m.. Mj'. i r
;

>

The price of fish«iwed at Newfoundland, is generally fifteen

.shillings the <,uintal, and it neats in Europe about twenty shillings.

The expeiice of its freight to the coast of Spain, is two sliillinj^'s

and sixpence, and to Leghorn three shillings, the quintal.

The dried fish, sent to the West Indies, is packed in casks, and

is inferior in quality to that carried to Europe. The fish which is^

salted without being dried, is termed Core-Ji«h, or green cod. A
vessel with twelve men, from the middle of April to July, roust

catch, salt, and bring into port, ten thousand fish, otherwise the

owners will be excluded from all claim to the established bounty.

The same crew, however, usually procures, during the season,,

more than double that quantity. r?,c,v5,.<;»i.« 'i;

The me-cliants of England who are concerned in these fish-

eries, supply the fishermen upon credit with every article of which

they may be in want, and are repaid at the fall of the year, with the

produce of their industry. Several hundred thousand poimds are

thus annually advanced, in speculation, on an object ofcommerce,
hefore it is extracted freiu the bosom of the ocean.

About fourliundred shipe, amounting to thirty-six tliousand ton»

burthen ; two thousand fishmg shallops, of twenty thousand tons,

and twenty diousand men, are, in times of tranquillity, usually em-
ployed every yeai* in this fishery. About six hundred thousand
quintals of fish are annually taken, which, upon an average of
seven years, are worth at the island, fifteen shillings per quintal.

These, with the other amounts, consisting of salmon, cod-oil, seal-

pil, and furs, exceed annually half a million sterling. Of twenty
thousand men from Great Britain and Ireland) employed in

that fishery, eight thousand necessarily contiuu(d, when their

country was not at war, on the island all the winter. Several
thousand still remain there diu-ing that season, and are occupied in

repairing or building boats and small vessels, or m erecting th«
scaffolds for drying fish. These are not properly seafaring nien>
and are distinguished by the denomination of planters,

INHABITANTS OP N£WfOVN DiLAND.
Newfoundland, which in point of magnitude may be classed

among islands of the first extent, is, in fertility of soil; as far as it

has hitherto been explored, much inferior to any of similar dimen*
tiions. Whether it ever had native inhabitants has not been fully
ascertained, and its sterility, were it even as real as is supposed, is

not a sufficient reason for asserting that it never had any ; as the
natives of America, in general, derive their subsistence, not from
the vegetable productions of the soil, but from fishing and the
«.iase. The £^kimaux are the only peppl« who have beei*
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