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nlly, it is my opinion, that tlu' Jii'iiuisitioii and (li'Vt'l(»ji-

im-nt of tliu Hudson l'»ay Ti'iritory was ini|)ossil)li' juior

to the coiifi'dcration of tlu- Dominion. No loss a liody

than nnitt'd Canada I'ould have ac(|niiL'd ami administi'icd

N«> lar;,'!' a doniain, or havi- undtTtakrii tlu' const rnrtii>n

of railways, without which its dcvi'lojnm'nt could only

have been slow and uncertain. It was not till IHJS, cit^ht

years after till' transfer, that Winnipeg' first receivi-d rail-

way connnunication through tin- I'nited States. Thi'ee

or four more years elapsed hefore the completion of the

line to Lake Su|»erior, and it was only late in 1885

—

sixteen yeai's after the Hudson Bay ('om|»any relin-

quished their Charter that the Canadian Pacific Itailway

was com|)leted from ocean to ocean, and Manitoba and

the North-West Territories were placed in direct and

rej^idar railway connnunication with the ditlerent parts

of the Dominion. There is no (piestion, also, that the

jtolicy of the Hudson Hay Conijtany in reijard to the

Indians, and the inttsrcourse which the al»ori<.;ines had

Iteen accustomed to with its »»tlicers, made the transfer

infinitely easier than would have otherwise been possil)h'.

In fact, it may he said that the Hutlson Hay Company,

v/hile con.servint^ its own interests, as long as was desira-

ble, yet prepared the way for the Dominion, and for the

colonization and settlement which is now takinjj; place.

The record of the real life of the Selkirk settlers will

be especially interesting to the inhabitants of the various

I'rovinces of the Dominion, to the early setth'rs in Mani-

tol)a and the North- West, an<l t<i those millii»ns who are

destined t(t follow them in the future, and establish for

themselves hap])y and comfortable homes on the grand

western j»rairies. Many of the original Selkirk settlers

and their descendants have betui pi'isonally and intimately
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