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Noyan, the commandant at Fort Frontcnac. Onco more then at

liberty, he returned liome, having been absent nearly six months.

But he did not journey thitlierward alone; on the contrary, he

gathered up sucli English prisoners as he had been able to exchange,

and many also whom he had purchased from their captors with

his private funds, paying for the same a very high price. Indeed,

it is said on his arriving at Fort Edward, he had in his company

no less than eighty-eight men, women and cliildren ; among whom
was Mrs. Howe of New P]ngland, afterwards the heroine of a

romance styled, "The Fair Captive." IMr. George W. Schuyler of

Ithaca, N. Y., in furnisliing me with this interesting incident adds:

"while a prisoner Mrs. Howe was sought but not won, by two

Canadians, father and son. Her situation was embarrassing, but

Colonel Schuyler came to her relief. He secured her from her

suitors by buying her of her owner." Unhappily during Colonel

Schuyler's caj)tivity the war lost none of its virulence, nor had the

nations come to any better understanding of their rights, than if

a sword liad not been drawn. True, several attempts had been

made at invasion, and numerous plans had been proposed for at-

tacking the French and dispossessing them of their lands ; but

owing to serious disagreements among British and American or

provincial officers concerning rank, and the breaking out of small-pox

in the ai-my, nothing permanent had been accomplished. The recent

advent, however, of William Pitt to the premiership of'England

ga' e the colonists new hope, and inspired them with new purposes.

On his accession, three expeditions were immediately proposed,

one against Louisburg, the second against Crown Point and Ticon-

deroga, while the third was directed against Fort Duquesne;

resulting in the reduction of Louisburg, the occupation of Fort

Duquesne, but defeat at Crown Point and Ticonderoga. Though
the events of the year did not equal the expectations which bad

been entertained, from the joy and enthusiasm the change in the

English ministry had put into the heart of the colonists, the

advantages gained were marked and decisive. The acquisition of

the island of Cape Breton oj)ened the way to Quebec and up the

St. Lawrence ; and the success in the west enabled a stronger force

to be brought against Canada. It was, therefore, determined to

attempt by an overwhelming force once more the subjugation of

Canada; and thus close a war which had been so detrimental to

the interests of l)olh nations. Now it is that the brave Colonel

Schuyler is called again to the front with his Jersey Blues, and

with the combined forces of the provinces advances northward.


