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-that la the completion of the Transcon-
tinental Ralway from Moncton to Port
Simpson, wbich is ant ëvent w-e ail kinov that
is very far iii the future-it w-lt bave be-
corne apparent that this Transcontinental
Railway w-as urgently needed.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Hear, hiear.

Hou. Mr. FERGUSON-Thiat w-as not the
w-ny parliameat w-as approaclhed last year.
«We were totd then thiat this enterprise w-ould
not wait-that it w-as urgently needed. I
w-il! just read the w-ords of Sir Wilfri1 Lau-
rier v hen lie introduced the Bill in the
Hous. 'of Commnons last vear:

We con.sIder that it is the duty of ail those
who ait within these watts by the wiii of the
people, to provide imm.-diaLe means, whereby the
products of t'iese new settiers nîay tnd an
exit to the ocean at tbe least possible cost; and
whereby lkewise a markSt may be found in this
new region for tiio2e who toit in the forest. In
the fields, in the mines, in the shops of the older
provinces. Such is our dVy It is immediate and
à mperative. It Is flot for te-morrow-v, but of this
day, of this h.ur, of this minute. Heaven grant
that fi, is not already zoo late. 'Heaven grant
that wbxtst we tarry and dispute the trade of
Canada is not deviated to otheýr channz'tc.

Now, bon. gentlemen corne to partiinuent
tnd v-enture to prophiesy thaqt before this
raitway is conipleted its urgent liecessitY
wlvi have beconie apparent. It is not appa-
rent to:day, according te their ow-n admis-
sion), and tience ati this tiystericai talit of the
Premier last year, about time nlot w-aiting,
evahlorates into thini air. We are told thiat
modifications of this contract are to be sub-
miitted to parlianient. 1 do flot propose to
discuss those modifications now. Thie con-
tract Is aiready before us, and we w-lit have
ample opportunity to discuss the changea lu
detait at a later stage ia tbis session. I do
uot propose to discuss them now; It wouid
be oniy anticipating w-hat wilt be more ap-
propriately said inter on; but I have te point
out to the House ln counection w-ith the ex-
tract I have rend from the speech that one
of the modifications of this contract la to
extend the tinie for the completion of the
rond froin five to eight years-that is the
completion of the western division froin
Winnipeg te the Pacific ocean. Notwi th-
standing ail those hysterical utterances of
last session, about frne not waiting, about
the danger of our not taiug time nt the
flood and iosing att the fortune that would
accrue to us, and the immediate necessity
of going forward at the earliest possible

moment to obtain thia newmeans of trans-
port betw-eeni the east and the w-est-ia the
face of ait that, one of the modifications of
tie contract which is now proposed is to
give a *nother thiree years for the comptetion
oE that western division-not the entire line.
It is cleàirly set forth in this contract ttiat
the easterni division need not be compIeted
as soon as the w-estern division. The Cana-
diun l'acitd'e lailwny w-ns corntleted frein
Caitendar te Vancouver, an accompiishment
niuehI grenter than the building of tbis en-
tire Transcontinental Raiiway, and infinlteiy
more so than the building of a rond
frein Winnipeg over the prairies and throughi
the cornpnratively easy mouiitain passes of
the Peace river. The Canadiani Pacific Rail-
way w-as a miuch hieavier undertaking thanl
the whioIe liue of the Transcontinental Rail-
w-ay considering the difficulties of access to
the country at thint time and the other great

eolinter w'hichi w-iil be unknown to those
wvho now bud, 3-et here Nve biave the gov-
eriimient of Canada detiberate3 extending
the turne to this cornpany for the build-
ing of the prairie section, and the coinpar-
atively easy mounitain section, giving theini
eight years te acconplii the work. or ttn'e
years more thian the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way reqnired for the construction of their
wvtotc Une froin Calleudar tt' the Ptîi

ocean. This is net very couîsh4,ent w-iti
the hysterieal observations of the Premier
list year, about turne not wvniting and the
responsibility wbieh w-otld rest upen the
partiamient of Canada if w-e diti net pro-
ceed Irmediatety and provide this outtet for
the people of Western Canada. Tbe eutogy
which the governinent bestow in the speech
on this Transcontinental Raitwny sçherne of
theirs and w-hîch ry hon. friend the mover of
the address reiterated iii lis observations
to-day, and w-hlch w-ere s0 w-nrrny and
strongiy appiauded by bon. gentlemen oppio-
site, are 1 think entlrely beyond the mnarkt,
and furthermore they are inconsîstent,
and very incousistent, -with somne other do-
ings of the gov-ernuient since partiarnent
rose. 1 refer to the action of the govera-
ment lu appointing as their chief railway
expert the Hon. A. G. Blair, nt a salary of
$10,000 per annuin, and it la kuown that Mr.
Blair hoida very different opinions wîtb re-
gard to the valne of the Transcontinental


