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BLOC QUEBECOIS

Mr. Raymond Lavigne (Verdun-Saint-Paul, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, what is it about Ottawa-its air, its bilingual culture,
its architecture, its tulip festival or the Rideau Canal-that
makes more and more members of the Bloc Quebecois want to
settle here permanently?

Two days before their convention, we learn that a few Bloc
Quebecois riding associations want to change the status of the
party to make it permanent.

This sudden interest in Canadian politics is surprising, to say
the least, particularly in the light of the remarks made by the
leader of the Bloc Quebecois on November 27 to the effect that
the members of the Bloc were not sent to Ottawa to make a
career out of it, that the situation could never become perma-
nent.

CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski-Témiscouata, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, Michèle Fortin, Vice-President for
Television, at Radio-Canada, spoke to the metropolitan Mon-
treal Board of Trade. Some of her remarks echoed concerns of
the Bloc Quebecois about broad, varied and accessible televi-
sion programming. In addition, she reiterated her warning about
the cuts to Radio-Canada announced in the budget. She noted
that the SRC is of vital importance to francophones in Quebec
and elsewhere in Canada, having a much greater impact on its
audiences than the CBC does on anglophone audiences.

Now that Mr. Beatty is ready to implement the budget cuts, it
is essential that he not lose sight, in making his decisions, of the
performance of French television and of the success it enjoys
with its audiences. Draconian cuts to the French network will
jeopardize the growth and development of our culture.

[English]

POST POLIO SYNDROME

Mrs. Jan Brown (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
new midlife medical nightmares are surfacing, but childhood
cruelty still revisits polio victims.

Post polio syndrome undermines an adult future so many of us
take for granted with healthy active lives and being in charge of
our futures. It is not so for these adults who are stricken with
PPS. Muscular weakness, fatigue, joint pain and respiratory
problems resuit in necessary and dramatic lifestyle changes.

Today I acknowledge the courage of Dodie Spittal, Charly
O'Brien, Reny Chamberlain and Vern Hamm. They are with us
today and bring their stories of post polio survival to Ottawa.

I also salute Paul Martin, Sr., responsible for ensuring that
hundreds of thousands of Canadian children received the Salk
vaccine. His tenacity in securing the vaccine was evident in his
remarks taken from the Calgary Herald: "On the basis of this
extensive experience and the safeguards provided, it is the
unanimous feeling of the provincial health authorities that the
vaccine is safe and no changes in the immunization program are
contemplated".

Polio is not-

[Translation]

BLOC QUEBECOIS

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac-Gatineau-Labelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the leader of the Bloc quebecois has always
maintained that the Bloc quebecois was in Ottawa on a tempo-
rary basis. Last fall, he said, and I quote: "And to make the
options quite clear, I think Quebecers should realize, if they
have not done so already, that the Bloc quebecois is not an
accessory that comes with federalism as well as sovereignty;
you cannot be a federalist and expect to keep the Bloc quebecois
in Ottawa indefinitely".

Today, a number of BQ riding associations want to make their
party permanent. The leader of the Bloc quebecois will have a
difficult choice to make: maintain his vision of a temporary
party or respond to the wishes of the grassroots and stay in
Ottawa indefinitely.

[English]

FORD WORLD CURLING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mr. Glen McKinnon (Brandon-Souris, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, from April 8 to April 16, the 1995 Ford World Curling
Championships will be held at the Keystone Centre in Brandon,
Manitoba.

Leading the event will be the Canadian men's and women's
champions, all behind the broom and delivering from the
province of Manitoba.
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Skipping across the world we will see over 30 countries in the
hack, sliding, sweeping and spieling for the world title.

Second to none, this international event will be attended by
over 12,000 fans per day, drawing weight from over 1,000
international visitors at each end.

Third in the history of Brandon's hosting of national and
international curling events, countless exhibits will be featured
at the curling world with the first ever Olympic flag flying
overhead.
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