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it shouid be created within the department.
The master general of the ordinance should be
directly eonnected witb, if flot actually the
rhairman of, this board; the minister would
then be directly responsible. Thiat would be
better than to create a semewhat indçpendent
board, wbicb apparently is to report its find-
ings te the Minister of Finance, who reports to
the cabinet. Why shou]d flot the board report
directly te the Minister of National Defence?

I arn sure that rnany hnn. mnembers feel as
I do in this matter. If I were tbe minister
of national defence I would consider it some-
wbat of a slight on myseif if a board, a crea-
ture of my department, were te report te
another minister of the crown. Probabiy
the present minister dees net feel that way;
lie is happy ie bis surroundings and knows
cabinet and ministeriai procedure far better
tban I. But tbat is bow I shouid feel per-
sonaliy, and tbat is wby I arn expressing this
peint of view. I sbeuld want te be respon-
sible fer everytbing that took place witbin
my departmnent. I sbeuld net want any bedy
under me reperting te anotber minister of
the crewn. whe wveuld then report to the
cabinet.

Is there anytbing of this kind in Great
Britain? If there is a beard of this nature,
to wbom dees it repert, or te wborn is it
responsible?

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): The
procedure is the samne as we are adepting
bere. Ail financiai centracts entered into in
Great Britain are subject te treasury super-
vision. This is the principle we are endeavour-
ing te establisb by this legisiation.

Mr. WALSH: Is the board je England
an independent board reporting directly te
the chancelier of the exebequer or the treasury
board, or dees it report te the minister of
war or tbe head of the departrnent for which
it is rnaking purchases?

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): As far
as my information gees, there is ne separate
beard in Great Britain. I tbink it is ail dene
by the directer of munitiens centracta who
reports te the treasury officiais.

Mr. CAHAN: In England tbey bave a
contract branch in the war department wbich
makes the centracta. Tbese contracta are
reported te the treasury beard. Within cer-
tain limita they are under the supervision of
the treasury. Here any department making
a contract must keep within the limita pre-
scribed by statute, and. te a certain extent.
as prescrihed or suggested hy the finance
department. I do net knew that it makes

very much difference, but I should like te
suggest the following wording fer the pro-
pesed ameedment:

Lt shall be the duty of the board te adopt
such rneasures as it shall deem necessary te
ensure that contracts entered into pursuant te
the provisions of this part shahl be perfermed
in accordance with their respective ternis.

Tbere is a slight difference in wording,
but I tbink it is more empliatie.

Mr. DUNNING: It is a matter of drafts-
mansbip.

Mr. CAHAN: I know sometbing about the
supervision of contracta of the kind. It re-
quires a large staff of inspectera and there
must be careful supervision to aee that proper
inspectien is made before a contract is deerned
to be fully performed.

Mr. STIRLING: I corne back te the point
I made befere. It seema te me it would be
a geod tbing te ensure that the technical
officers of tbe department corne in on this
inspection work, if for ene reason only. Lt
would keep tbema ou fait witb the details of
either the production of the munitions or the
erection of the plant. It doea net matter te
me whetber this is done by an addendum te
this section 6 or by adding anether clause te
section 8. One can visualize tbe possibility
of friction ariaing between this board and the
department. If these contracta are carried eut
witbout inspection by the teclinicai officers
of the department tbey wvill net be nearly se
ivell informed as te the product of which
they are going te make use as they would be
if it were produced under tbeir supervision.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): I juat
wrant te repeat tbe assurance I gave before.
I tbink the amended section 6, along with
the last subsection ef section S, will prove,
quite ample te carry eut what tbe hion. memn-
ber lias in mmnd.

Mr. DUNNINQ: I move that the amend-
ment be adopted in the terma suggested by
the bon. member fer St. Lawrence-St. George
(Mr. Caban):

That section 6 of the bill be struck eut and
the folewing substituted therefor:

"6. Lt shah1 be the duty of the board te
adopt such measures as it shahl deemi necessary
te ensure that contracts entered into pursuant
te the provisions of this part shahl be per-
formed je accordance with their respective
terrns.

Ameodment agreed te.

Section as amended agreed te.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): We wihl
leave section 7 for the moment. Tbe otber


