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great public rneasures, and I thank bim for

keeping Chat thought in mind and offering to

support us to the extent of bis power on

oteasures wbîcb menit general approval.
The right bon. leader of the opposition

(Mr. Bennett) referred to the fact that the

coronatiofi ceremonies, w.hich come in the

mooth of May, to be followed by an imperial

coniference, have contributed to the oblig-a-

tions of the administration. and will ncrs-

sitate, if we are not to have a continuation

of the present session in the sumnier or flu

months. a degree of cooperative action on the

part of ail parties in the bouse. May 1 say

that the government have in mind tbe desire

of bon. members to conclude this session be-

fore the coronation ceremonies if possible,

and we xviii endeavour to bring forward our

meas.urcs. particularly those likely to be of

moat concern to hon. members, at as early

a date in the session as possible. We will do

everything we can to expedite tbe business

uf îïarltament. but I shoul like lion. menmbers

to understand that our desire to expedite tbe

business of parliamenýt must flot be con-

sidered in any way as a willingnes tu gi% e to

the bu-mýiess of the cuuintriv otlaer titan the

fullest attentioýn whieh necessitv may require.

If as 1 ,.xid we cannot get through with the
work of the session in a satisfactoryv way b1w

the end of April, parliamient wtlt ad.jottriî to

meet iat.er in the year after the coronation

of King George VI and the imperial con-

ference; not another session of parliament:

but a continuation of the present session. I

believe, however, that with the cooperation

of ail it should be possible to carry through

th(, w'rk of the Ittesent, session saýtisfact-or-ily'
and iu timie tu enable uis to proroguie býefore

that histoic event.
May I say to my right hon. friend ýthat tbe

government desire to extend to daim an

invitation to be a member of thbe delegation

of this parliament wbicb will attend the coron-

atiou ceremonies. I hope that the rigbit

bon. leader of the opposition may find it

possible to accept this invitation and so

honour parliament by becoming a member

of tbc delegation wbich. will represent Can-

ada at His Majesty's coronation.

Somie bon. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: My rigbt hon.

friend bas spoken of the abdication of his

former majesty King Edward VIII. H1e said

that he feit that the matter was closed and
shoitld flot be reopcned. In those remarks my

right hon. friend, I am happy to say, reechoed
wbat I myself expressed in this bouse last

week. However, I did give to parliament an
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assurance that I would make a statement at
an early opportunity with reference to the

abdication, and perhaps it might avoid further
references during the course of this debate
and later in the session were I to take advan-

tag-e of this occasion, whicb is an apprupriate
one, seeing that the address refers to the
abdication, to make the statement 1 have in
mind.

With respect to the abdication of the

former king, there are two issues wliceh it is

w'ell to keep separate and (distinct. The first

issue has to do with the events w hich led up

to the kings decision to abdicate, including
the question of such adx ire, if a-ny, as may

have been t.endered to lls Majesty. The

other issue is the coostittitioflal and legal

proi)riety of the course folloxved by the gov-

ernmnent uf Cainadat to give effect, te, the.

king's decision and with respect, to the matter

of the succession.
As to the first of these issues, may 1 say at

once that Mir. Baldwin, Prime Minister of

Great Britain, made a very full and very

moving statement to the parliament at Welst-

minster on December 10 with reference to the

events, as known to himself more tlîan to any

other person, whicha occasioned the action

taken by His former Majesty King Edward
VIII. I hope it will not be necessary for me

to do more than direct the attention of hon

members of this house to the fact that no

onýe in the Britishî parliament, of any party in

either bouse, questioned the absolute sincerity
and integrity of Mr. Baldwin's utterances.

Mr. BENNETT: Hear, hear.

Mr. NIACIçENZIE KING: May 1, more-

uver, add that His former Majýe,..ty, on the

first occasion that hie had, as ha bimself said,

of speaking un bis uwn behaîf without no

consditional restraint, stat.ed in a b.roadcast
wbVhl lie madle to tîte entire world, that he bad

uv. ays l)een t reated with fuîll coflsi(leratiufl

by the inuist rs of the cruxvn and in par-

tîctiilar hy Mr. Baîldwin, the primiE minister,
and that ,ut nu tinte had there been anytbing
in the nature of a constitutionul difference

1)etw'en hitu and t he, or hetwcen imi and

parliairtent; titat the (lecisio-n he had made
xvas entirely bis and bis alune. He empliasizpd
that at nu tîme had there been ýany conflict

h-etween hiiself and his ministers.

I think the matter might well be left at

that point. I coniess I would leave it there

immediately were it not for the fact that some
remarks made by the hon. member for Winni-
peg North Centre (Mr. Woodsworth) may

bave given rise to some misunderstanding in

the public mind or may have created some


