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at the head -of a splendid majority, a united
majority, as the gentlemen opposite have
fonnd to their cost. I want to tell these
gentlemen opposite that they are not talk-
ing by the book when they say that the
farmers do. not want their sons to ýgo to
these cadet camps. We have the evidence
in our possession that not only the peo-
pie of the cities, but the eountry people as
weil iný every part of the Dominion-in the
province of Quebec more than anywhere
else--are anxious to have their children
go to these camps. I arn pleased beyond
measure to see the line these gentlemen
opposite are taking, because from their own
view point they are making a fatal mis-
take. I was more than aurprised to find
our good friend firom Maisonneuve (Mr.
Vervilie), who poses as the champion of
labour in this country, taking the stand
he did. Let me point out to h-im that in
a country where the labour leaders are
honeat, where the labour leaders are not
afraid -to stand up for what thev think is
right, in Australia, where a labour gov-
ernment la in power, a cadet system has
been established and 75 per cent of the
cadets are armed and well driiled and
trained to shoot. In Australia, every man
and boy from the age of ten years up
muat be by law trained to be a soldier.
That is not mnilitarism. Miiitarism la
where a class created in the %jommunity
holda control of the miiitary power sa as
to dominate the rest of the people, but
when you get a whole people trained for
the defence of their country, it is the very
antithesis of militarism.

Mr. LEMIEUX. Don't look at me in
that way.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). I believe that
at heart the hion. member for Rouvifle
(Mr. Lemieux) la right, but unfortunately
hie has been keeping such bad company
that he hardly knows where hie is at him-
self. Discipline does not mean oppres-
sion; mnilitary training means honour, cul-
ture, upbuiiding, training the youth ta
keep bis head ereet, and training him to
17eep bis head ereet is training him to keep
hie character right. The records of ail
countries show that where young men are
trained -in military work theyr are improved
rnentally, marally and physically. As an
asset to a nation, outside of any question
of the defence of the country, it is well to
train1 the youth of the country in military
discipline.

When the nation is in danger and its
n*en are untrained, wbat 1s thbe ûonse-
quence? They take to the woods and leave
their wivea, their mothers, their sisiters,
their daughters and, their sweethearts ta
the tender mïerdles of the inva-ders. There
is a record in every land where the men
have been untrained. It is ail vexy well
for hon, gentlemen who have nothing to

gain but e, littie cheap popularity, to criti-
cise the defenice of the nation. Too long,
I fear, have the militia estimates o! this
country gone tbrough with the suspicion
that everything was ot righit in them. 1
want aur militia estiinates o *be subject to
the fullest criticism, and 1 have taken
pains ta have full information regarding
themn sent to every locality in Canada. so
that the people -will know' where their
money has gone and what it bas gone for.
1 want the people ta know the exact con-
dition of affaira, and I amn confident that
they wiil say: We d%) not believe in militar-
ism, but we do hp-lieve in defending aur
homes, They will say: Patriotism and
layalty are splendid thinga, but layalty un-
trained ia worse than cawardice. It means
that you have the Cpirit ta resist aggres-
sion, but not the training tod do i.t. Loyalty
untrained is useless. A loyal regiment un-
trained ia warse than baggage. A lot of
loyal feilowa carrying rifles means only so
much coat ta the nation; they are not fit
ta figbt in any way. It means more than
that;- the expense is greater, the danger
is greater. A few men trained in a nation
are worth a whole regiment a! untrained
loyal men. The days of standing armies
have gone, because tbey would have ta be
so large that it would be impossible to pay
for them, and the people dread them. The
old Saxon days have returned, when 'the
whale nation muet be armed; and the
cheapeat way ta secure this ia by training
the youth a! the land ta handie a rifle just
as we. teacli tbem ta read and write and
cipher. I was surprised ta see the so-
calied labour leader in Canada taking the
position ie, did, when the true labour-
leaders of Australia insiat an every man
in that country beîng tralned to be, a
soldier, and -on every boy aver ten yeara
o! age-not optional, as 1 make it, on the
part of their parents whether they shall go
ta camp or not-but !orced ta be trained
in military work, forced to take a rifle and
practice target shooting, forced ta give their
time and ta some extent their means in
developing themselves foar the defence of
their country.

Mr. CARVELL. One would almoat think,
in listening ta the impassioned appeal of
the Minister o! Militia, that the suggestion
made by one of bis war lords at the con-
ference w'hich was held bere befare Chriagt-'
mas, that conscription shouid be estab-
lished in this country, bad made an im-
pression on the mind of the minister. I
hope the day will neyer corne when we
shaîl have conscription in Canada and
every man wiil be farced into the army ta
be a trained saldier. What do we want an
army for? We are not living in France ar
in Germany, or in. Russia, or in Australia.


