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his own confused mind it was not with a vicw of betraying Miohel Damas and others, or if you cannot or wiII Iot do
the cause of his fellow countrymen- that give t my counsel the papers taken at Jatoche. Was

Someon. MEMBERS. Yes, ys.her ever a more moderato or reasonable petition presente
Somobon MEBERS ~i5~ CSto a court of justice ? Whea this mani simply said: I do

Mr. LAURIER. Why, Mr. Speaker, I do not expect that fot ask those wituesses if you cannotgive thom to me, but
the members who now interrupt me would deal in the same there is eue thing you catigive te me; yon cat give me
manner, but, Sir, Igive them the credit of having better communication of my papers wlich wcre taken Jrom me
baIanced minds than Louis Riel. In his own dazed mind it isatBatoche. Whyweretthoyfotgiven? ReasonsofState.
evident that if he accepted the monev it was not with a WhY, these papershave beon moved for intIis presert Ses-
view of betraying his fellow countrymen-it was with the Sion, and the Govcrnment grantcd the motion without any
view of working for them in another way, since hoe said ho objection. There could not, thoreforo, bc any reasotiof'
would start a paper in the United States and raise up the State. Ti ue ihey bave not been brougbt dowu yet, but tho
other'nationalities. reason of Stato which wac invested at the trial is fot brougbt

Anhon. MEMBER. Aother rebellion.se, and wy? Bcause such a reaon
An hn. EMIBR. nothr rbellon.would neyer have stood ditscussion in this public Parliamont.

Mr. LAURIE R. I grant that if that reasoning had been Thatwas the reason-Icatsoenootheî'. Butwiththisim-
made by a man in his senses, such as an hon. gentleman on the 1erfect trial the jury rocommended him to the morcy of the
other side, it would be enough to stifle any sympathy we court. The Minister of Public Worksaid the otbcr day
could have for him; but we must make due allowances that it was nothing unusual for juries te bring in verdicts
for the fact that it is proved that if ho was not actually with recemmedation te mercy. No, it is tot unusual, but
insane, no man can dery that upon this subjoct of politics what i8 very unusual is that the Government should givo ne
his mind was not right or sound ; and of course in the case beed to this recommeudation. That was the unusual thing
of a mind unsound or insane we cannot apply the same tests done on this occasion. After the trial was over the convie-
that we should apply to a reasonable mind-it would betien was s0 deeply seatcd in the mmds of many friends
unfair to bim. But that he was insane seems to me beyond of the Govertment that ample and fult justice had net been
the possibility of controversy. When the reports first came donc, that tbcy at once petitioncd the Government te issue
here last spring and in the early summer of Lis doings and a commission to examine the pricener, to see wbether ho
sayingc in the North-West, when we heard that ho was wfas sanc or insane hne ord. This potitin wais made, as I
te eRtablish monarchies in the North-West, that ho was amn informed, by friendseofthe Govertnmot, tothe G aver-
te, depose the Pope and esta-blishun American Pope; hose ment, again and again. The Govermoent did net refuse,
who did net know him believed ho was an impostor, but Lut tratod it simply as the ptitions mrtho haly breeds were
those who knew him knew at once what was the matter witb trentad-put off, put off, until the very week that precedèd
him. lu the Province cf Quebec there was net an instantit'theexecution. And thon the commissieon-was it a cm-
hesitation about it. Almoat every man in that Province mission ? I do net kow what kind of a thing it was, what
kuew that hehad been Feveral times confired in asylumQ, kind f inst pactions were given we de no know. But we
aud therefore it was manifest te thA people of Quebee tbat do kuow tht upon the 8th cf November, 1885, jut a wnek
ho Lsd fallen into coe f ihoso misflortunes with which ho before the execution, twe medical gentlemen from thoe ast
was qfflicted. Wnien hic counsel wore engageci and cern-verobet Reginra and examinod the prioner. Wre thoco

eneced to prepare his trial, they saw at once that if justice gentlemen sent to egina with tbe object of advising the
to him and enly justice te him wac teho doue. their plea Govermont whther or net the sentence thruld b corn-
should be a plea cf iucanity. It has been said that the trial mutod? I say enhaticallne. w charge this against the
was afair one. J deny it. I wilt net go ever corne cfthe Govertiment î%gguîu, t ii wheu thoiy sent thie 80-cullod com-
arguments whi(h have been put forward on this sitbjewt, but mission te egi te examine t state of midcf Louis
J ask thespt-cial attention cf the flouse tethis fat : Riel, it was net with a view cf determining the question
This mat asked for a month's delay for his trial; ho whether th sentence should becarried ut or commuteod, but
obtaiued eiut days. Was tat juisticet? 'Was that British it was teothrow dust in tho eyes cf the publi eand
justice? as that givirg fair play te the w enablo the Governmnt te say afterwards, w have con-
Whcn ho swore thatjustice te his ccse dcmanded a delay cf sulted specialiets and they have roported in favor cf sanity.
one ment h could thereho any public reaicn ihat rilitated But Mo. Speaker, on have it on record that wheontis
against that demand ? Could therebo any public reason commission was sitting in Regina, when ou thn r6, the
why sncb a rcquest ais that chould netbave [en granted ? 7th, and the 8th ef November, Dr. Lavel and Dr. Vlad
and yot itLwas refused. Again, when ho aiked for wi tne8sss, waco examining Riel tem e whetber ho wasinsane or net,
was the request granted him? No, it whas again refused at that timo the Govrument had deteriind t ang Riel;
I gain recarl the attention cf the ouse te the wffidavit ind this fat stands t oth shame oe the Governmont, por-
which Riel gave, that hoewantedseveral witnses, a;togset hap more than aything else, becaurnent tat tim ethey
others Gabriel Dmont, Michel Damas and otoers., b bt timply splaying a comedy; thoy woe net acting
grant t once that te bring Gabwioh Dament and Mei with a view to justice; they w vre simply attempting te
Dumas te iscountry, bo of who were fugitives fiai b'indfold the people-t h 4eccive thepople. Why, Sir,
justice, was hardly possible; but rmember that i a md th Order in Council cntainiDg the decidion of the Govern-
as an alternative a thingwhieh was perfoctly fea-ibhe, and à nient was passed on tho l2th of Novembor, bat long beoro
was denicd him. lie asked this alternative ander oatco that tie the Goverm-mont had core te their conclusion.

"Thatounles the Government ef this cuntry oer thi honorse The hon. Minister cf Mlitia about that lime made a trp
court do pride the means wth which to securete attendaiceaof fle to "iNorth-Wst. île arrived at Winnipcg on th 7th
above-named witnesseshetore this court, it is essentai to my defence o thacflNovembor, 50 that ho nust Lave left Ottawa
that the varions papers, writings and documents taken fro me at the about ute ddor 41hocithud 1 fNovcrn Lir; and before
time s my surrender teGeneral Midleton, and taken by him and his
ecers from my bouse subsequently, should be placed in the bands of the bo.iiontIenot wa lhat ktid o thinipg, the

y counsel for their examination and consideration, previous tbing boe teint recorde, whd becencidmed pon by the

wertatReg na ndMyam ned theprione.CW re>hos

advisersm f Ris E celleny. W have theo vidence of the
Sir, yen sce the treatment of the accuscd on that cccýion ; remerhimselt as te that. ere is a tter whiceh was
he askedn e of two thingt.l'e sait either procure me set by the hon.trime Minister teithe on. Minister of
th attendance f certain witnesse, Gabriel D mont and Militia:


