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We must persevere in our efforts to advance the cause of
democracy in countries where it does not exist . We must do so
carefully and with respect but we must persevere . I believe that
if we do, if we are determined, Canadian values will be
appreciated and indeed emulated by these countries which we must
help, not for the sake of their leaders but for the sake of their
people who are suffering and who deserve a better life .

This brings me to our development assistance program . Canadians
are proud of our development assistance record, but they are
concerned about program delivery and the long-term effectiveness
of aid .

The pressure for review of the aims and utility of the
development assistance program is increasing as governments and
societies struggle with deficit, debt and structural adjustment .
The countries we assist are also coming under increasing
pressures to provide proof that aid works and to show that the
aid provides value . Developing countries will have to
demonstrate they have or are prepared to adopt the social,
political and economic policies that will maximize the impact of
development assistance programs .

The Government's earlier policy statements recognized the
interdependent relationships between developed and developing
countries . There are those who argue that we should abandon our
commitment to the developing world because we cannot make a
difference. My answer to that is that we must make a difference
or we will see the level of global insecurity, instability and
uncertainty increase to our peril .

We must work domestically and internationally with other donors
to ensure that our assistance is applied coherently, consistently
and to the maximum possible benefit .

We believe economic and social development in developing
countries is a basic element of our own security. The
consequences of underdevelopment, such as uncontrolled population
growth, environmental damage and mass human migrations, have a
long-term effect on our security . Perhaps even more dangerous
than the threat of nuclear war is the gap between rich and poor
on this planet, a gap that is widening steadily . Unfortunately,
the poor are very much aware of this situation .

With the communications media we have today, we can no longer
hide this fact .

The people of the South who are suffering and destitute know that
the people of the North live in wealth and opulence . If we
cannot act to ensure that the people in the South will benefit
from the wealth of the North, we are going to have a very serious
problem, because ultranationalist, extremist and fundamentalist


