MR, S.S5. RAMPHAL

Cormonwealth Secretary-General

¥Mr. Shridath Surendranath Ramphal whom Cormonwealth Heads of Govermment
have appointed to succeed Mr, Arnold Smith as Commonwealth Secretary-General
has been Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justice of Guyana since August 1972.
He had earlier been Attorney-General and Minister of State for External
Affairs and a member of the Guyana cabinet, since 1965.

Educated in Guyana and in Britain, Mr. Reamphal is an associate of King's
College, London, and holds the LL.M.(Iondon) with a mark of distinction.
The Arden and Atkin Prigeman at Gray's Inn in 1952, he later attended the
Harvard Law School as a Guggenheim Fellow.

He held several legal appointments in the Caribbean, including those
of Solicitor-General of British Guiana 1959-61 and Assistant Attorney-
General of the Federation of the West Indies 1961-62, and practised at
the bar in Jazaica.

He took part in the Guyana constitutional conference in 1965 and had
a najor role in drafting Guyana's independence constitution. He was
noninated to parliament in 1965 and appointed Attormey-General and Minister
of State.

A proninent representative of his country in international assemblies,
he was Vice-Chairman of Guyana's delegation to the UN General Assexmbly in
1966, and Chairman of the delegation in 1967 and 1968, A member of the
Guyana delegation to Comzonwealth Heads of Government meetings since 1966,
he has led the Guyana delegation to several meetings of Cormmonwealtih Law
Ministers. He was elected Chairman of the Conference of Foreign Ministers
of Non-Aligned Countries held in Georgetown, Guyana, in August 1972,
Recently he was one of the main spokeszen for the developirg countries in
their negotiations with the Buropean Cocmunity leading to the Lomé Convention.

He was nade a Senior Counsel of Guyana in 1966 and has been a Member of
the International Cormission of Jurists since 1970. He is also a member of
the Advisory Coxmittee of the Centre for International Studies of New York
University.

Mr. Ramphal was born in October 1928. He is married and has two
daughters and two sons.




