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for human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons, including women, 
children, the elderly, indigenous peoples, migrants, returning citizens, persons 
with disabilities, and those belonging to other vulnerable or discriminated 
groups, and note that the use of the term "peoples" in this document cannot be 
construed as having any implications as to the rights that attach to the term 
under international law and that the rights associated with the term "indige-
nous peoples" have a context-specific meaning that is appropriately determined 
in the multilateral negotiations of the texts of declarations that specifica lly deal 
with such rights; 

Reaffirrn their determination to combat and eliminate impunity at all levels 
within their societies by strengthening judicial systems and national human 

 rights institutions; 

Combat, in accordance with international law, genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes wherever they might occur, and in particular, call 
upon all states to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the 
Rome Statute of  the International Criminal Court; 

Recognize the importance of the Regional Preparatory Conference of the 
Americas against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Forms of Intolerance held in Santiago, Chile, in December 2000, and under-
take to participate actively in the World Conference to be held in South 
Africa in 2001, promoting its objectives and stressing that political platforms 
based on racism, xenophobia or doctrines of racial superiority must be 
condemned as incompatible with democracy and transparent and account-

able governance; 

Support efforts in the OAS to consider the need to develop an inter-American 
convention against racism and related forms of discrimination and intolerance; 

Strengthening Human Rights Systems 

Continue promoting concrete measures to strengthen and improve the inter-
American human rights system, in particular the functioning of the Inter-

American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on 

Human Rights (IACHR), focusing on: the universalization of the inter-
American human rights system, increasing adherence to its founding instru-
ments, complying with the decisions of the Inter-American Court and 

following up on the recommendations of the Commission, facilitating the 

access of persons to this protection mechanism and substantially increasing 

resources to maintain ongoing operations, including the encouragement of 

voluntary contributions, examining the possibility that the Court and the 

IACHR will function permanently, and entrust the XXXI General Assembly 

of the OAS, which will take place in San José, Costa Rica, in June of this year, 

to initiate actions to meet the above-mentioned goals; 
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