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support of other multilateral organizations and MDBs where appropriate, that are consistent
with international human rights standards, to reduce the number of pre-trial detainees,
institute alternative forms of sentencing for minor crimes and improve prison conditions
throughout the Hemisphere;

Establish, in the OAS, an Internet-based network of information among competent legal
authorities on extradition and mutual legal assistance to facilitate direct communications
among them on a regular basis and to identify common problems in handling specific cases
and issues that merit collective attention and resolution;

Combating the Drug Problem

Recognizing the extreme nature of the drug problem in the region, renewing their unwavering
commitment to fight it in all its manifestations from an integral perspective, in accordance with the
principle of shared responsibility, through the coordination of national efforts and in a spirit of
cooperation and mutual respect as established in the Hemispheric Anti-Drug Strategy, and also
recognizing the work accomplished by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
(CICAD) and the Governmental Experts Group appointed to undertake the first round of the
Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM):

Note with satisfaction the creation and implementation of the MEM, and reiterate their
commitment to make this instrument, unique in the world, a central pillar of assistance
toward effective hemispheric cooperation in the struggle against all the component elements
of the global drug problem;

Implement the proposals and recommendations found in the national and hemispheric
reports, approved by CICAD, in accordance with the specific situation of each country;

Continue strengthening and reviewing the MEM to monitor national and hemispheric efforts
against drugs, and recommend concrete actions to encourage inter-American cooperation and
national strategies to combat this scourge;

Recommend:

- Intensifying joint IDB-CICAD efforts in order to obtain financial resources from the
international donor community, through consultative groups supporting anti-drug
efforts, for alternative development, as well as demand reduction programs;

- Establishing units with financial intelligence functions in countries that have not yet
done so, with the support of CICAD and international agencies specialized in this
area, and for which, in this context, it is recommended that CICAD and IDB training
efforts be expanded;

- Developing, within the framework of CICAD, a long-term strategy that includes a
three-year program to establish a basic and homogeneous mechanism to estimate the

9/44



