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KEYNOTh ADDRESS - NEW DIMENSIONS 0F INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY: STATE. CORPORATE AND INDMVDUAL

1 . SPEAKER: Professor James Crawford, Cambridge University

2. OVERVIEW: Professor Crawford reviewed the changmng nature of rights and
responsibilities i the international sphere and how, over time it moved from an
emphasis on state's rights and responsibility to individual rights and, most
recently, individual responsibilities. He considered whether or flot the next step
would be organizational rights and responsibilities at the international level.

3. DISCUSSION: International law is a system that operates only with the consent
of those subject to it - until recently states. International law has traditionally
approached the question of rights and responsibilities in a fragmented way; that is
separating rights from responsibilities. The dornai of international responsibility,
until recent times, bas remained solely that of the state.

Tbis must be seen from a bistorical perspective. When the Treaty of Westphalia
was signed in 1648 treaties were bilateral. The first multilateral treaty was flot
entered ito until 1850. States continued even until the 20"'h century to be
interested in bilateral, reciprocal arrangements benefiting state entities, not
oreanizations or individuals. The treatv establishinsz the Leazue of Nations can bc

The statute of


