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QUEBEC CHRISTMAS TREES (27 per cent), Douglas fir (22 per cent) and balsam fir

Desitestrng omptiton romartfical hrit- (12 per cent). The distance from the market is im-

maDresite trong ofpeitione fro aiiia Crist portant to the Quebec producer, since long trips will

man trees, thera growing of eaoes in tahen Eastern mean a loss of needies for certain varieties. Almost

Tonshp ubchee a ne o far es as i aadn he Eater haif the exported Christmas trees are from plantations

Trownps ave ote Chrfaras t e abando aildse near the U.S. border. Market trends indicate that

crep grafavour of thesoe Chisto tvree phi lantas cultîvated trees are gradually replacing wild ones

ares it o gaal y eg rspectse. in evergen plna (trees cut down at random in the woods).

tino th groid ayaelt orspetSice Quebec aoes Scotch pine and balsam f jr are best suited to the

cannt ur oide aUniretdforate weire, crtop h thoes Qt4ebec soil and climate for the. growing of Christmas

msl o tunte Chritmdas w ede c a tho the- trees. The fir, in particular, offers certain advan-

sle, o ein oe histas ows cal tedenc tor de- ges: it does not grow as well in the United States

til nowig toeal o artificialo toeps theret to as it does in Quebec, hence there is less competi-

sienugh prdemsa ford ntroes ftpq iyt tion; th- fir is also less cumbersome than the Scotch

en~ue prduc~rs goo incme.pine; the growing areas could be converted to pulp or

tiinber forests if the market declîned.
On the average, Christmas trees take no more

than ten years to grow to marketable size, which

means that the producer must set up a rotation on

hîs farta for the planting, pruning and harvesting of

A piece of land may yîeld about 1,000 trees an

acre. But under the ten-year rotation system, a farmer

with 20 acres of land will only plant and hiarvest the
equivalent of two acres each year.

Certain growers in the Eastern Townships are

already aiming at an annual production of 10,'000 to

20,000 Christmas trees. In 1970, Quebec exported
some 1,300,000 Christmas trees to the United States,
more than haîf of which came from the Eastern
Townships.

Artifiil Chris trsas trees are growing in demnand but

Que bec farmers are still doing good business from the
sale of notural <mes.

SIZE AND COLOUR

Producers have to consîder the requirements of the
U.S. buyer, who is n longer content with trees of

ail sizes and colours taken at random from any wood-
land. The beight, for example, must vary between

two and three feet for trees that will stand on tables,

with others to reach an average of six feet. The most

poptilar coIourfs are bine or dark-green rather than

lit green. Finally, the trees ln most demand are

Ixeavily ii.edled, fresh and healthy, ivell-developed,

The. most popular specles are the Sco>tch pine Dressing up for Chris tisas,


