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The story of Canada is in mnany ways a. rcord of th'e soluion9 of
probl.ms pr.se.nted by the. vastnes~s of the~ country. Sheer space, iiowever, has
flQt bsen the ou3ly obstacle t9 be overcome; tbhe have alsQ been suçI formidalYe
bar1riers t>o transportation and cmunication as the Roçky Mou~ntains and the
Can,#dian Shield. Besides, the lijies of geographical simiarity anid ecornomic
interest run north and south across the boundary between Canada and the Unrited
States, n'9t est and west across Canada.

It is therefore, obvious tJhat the Cana4ian nation coulM attain its
ful developmnt only wi th~e Ielp of an extensive and costly s)rstemo

communiati~on. From th.e ou~tset, Caniadal's growth has cepended on the develpmn
of water, rail, road and air transportation. A web of commuWnications~ has been
gradual1y spread across the country, opening the way to new resougces n
stiuatng economic devcelopmext. Only against tiis backgroQund ca.i siu5h an

achivemnt s the. construction of the TrsJns-Cnd HIighwayç fu~lly be gaed.

The building of highways and roads in Canada is primarily a provincial

reasons, patciae i.n thie cons~tructiopn of highways Iti of course, wholly
rsponsibl for biin~4dg and minta4iing the. rod t serve the nationial
pars ndthe Yukon and Northwest Tetois, an fo the upkeep of the. Alaska

lUighway. In, the constructi of the Trans-Caad Hai4hy, hiowever, the Fderal
Governu,.nt, in co-pration with te te prvnca goenrs ha madeits
largest contrbuti.on tç road building. ine h passage ofnthe liansC
Highway Aict ini 1949, provincial and f edrlatoite aepshdsedl

Newfound<land, to Victoria, British Columbia.

Whl th~e provinces undertae th actua buidin of th ih
(except those stretcIiep that cross the nainlprstepoeue oenn
design~ and construction are subjc orve n apreval b federa a.uth'rtis
an~d arrangements are s'uch tha feea ninesi ect the work a i p~ roceds.


