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4. The Contracting Parties shall consider strengthening existing
financial institutions to provide financial resources for the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

Article 22. Relationship with Other International Conventions

j 15 The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the rights
and obligations of any Contracting Party deriving from any existing
international agreement, except where the exercise of those rights and
obligations would cause a serious damage or threat to biological
diversity.

2 Contracting Parties shall implement this Convention with
respect to the marine environment consistently with the rights and
obligations of States under the law of the sea. ;

Article 23. Conference of the Parties

1 A Conference of the Parties 1is hereby established. The first
meeting of the Conference of the Parties shall be convened by the
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme not later
than one year after the entry into force of this Convention. Thereafter,
ordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at
regular intervais to be determined by the Conference at its first
meeting.

2 Extraordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be
held at such other times as may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or
at the written request of any Party, provided that, within six months of
the request being communicated to them by the Secretariat, it is
supported by at least one third of the Parties.

3. The Conference of the Parties shall by consensus agree upon and
adopt rules of procedure for itself and for any subsidiary body it may
establish, as weil as financial rules governing the funding of the
Secretariat. At each ordinary meeting, it shall adopt a budget for the
financial period until the next ordinary meeting.

4. The Conference of the Parties shall keep wunder review the
implementation of this Convention, and, for this purpose, shall:

(a) Establish the form and the intervals for transmitting the
information to be submitted in accordance with Article 26 and consider
such information as well as reports submitted by any subsidiary body:

(b) Review scientific, technical and technological advice on
biological diversity provided in accordance with Article 25;

(c) Consider and adopt, as required, protocols in accordance with
Article 28;



