
lost each year, and fertility
has been reduced on crop-
land twice the area of
Canada.

State of Life on Earth

As nations push back the
wild areas, they destroy habi-
tat for other species and
change the conditions under
which lite has evolved.
Biologists know of 1.7 million
forms of life, including
plants, insects, fish, reptiles,
animais and birds, and esti-
mate that there are 10-30
million more. But the rapid
loss of wilderness, particu-
larly in the tropics, eliminates

The world is having seri
environmental problems
with the demands of jus
5 billion people. By the
2000 there will be more
6 billion; 20 years later

raise developing-world con-
sumption of manufactured
goods to industrialized-world
levels by the time population
growth rates level off next
century.
Environment and political
experts agree that while the
world must continue to
develop an economy that will
support a growing population,
future development must be
more environmentally sound.
The alternative, they say, is
further damage to the bio-
sphere and this will lead to
poorer and less healthy

nowrI

an estimated 1 000 species
a year. It is the greatest
extinction of lite since the
dinosaurs vanished.
Lite is also threatened bv


