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debates that get the most value out of
them ; and it is a pity, though it is
not to be wondered at, that it iS SO

difficuit to get students to take the
debates. The practice acquired in
public speaking is valuable, even for
those who do not expect to make pub-
lic speaking their vocation, for it
trains one to think quickly and to put
his ideas plainly and coucisely. Be-
sides that, the aspiring orator fre-

quently undergoes the same training
that Demosthenes was wont to under-
go when he spoke to the waves. Then
there is in addition the knowledge ac-

quired not only by reading up for the
debate, but also by putting what you
read into logical and connected form.
0f course to take part iu a debate
means the sacrifice of cousiderable
time, but the time so spent is not
wasted; it is even worth one's while
to miss a few lectures in order to take
part in a debate. To take part iu a
debate means work, but the work is
well repaid, not only in what you
gain yourself, but also iu the satisfac-
tion of having doue somethiug for

yonr year.
Were the debates brougbt off ear-

lier in the session there would, per-
haps, be less difficulty in finding per-
sons to take them. Still the students
should adopt the principle suggested
in the Political Science and Debating
Club by onie who had acted upon it
himself-to take part in every debate
they can.

E mtight iu this conection offerW afurther suggestion that the
iuter-year debaters should flot be
liuiited to the one faculty. It is but
natural that the debaters should as a

rule be picked froui the Arts 5tudeuts,
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for it is they who are studyiug sub-
jects which bear more or less dlosely
upon the subjects usually subxnitted
for debate or which otherwise enable
them to take part in debates more
readily. But as the inter-year de-
bates, like the iuter-year contests in
track athletics, football and hockey,
are matters of general iuterest, the ap-
pointment of debates miglit very well
be left in the bauds of a committee of
the various faculties, by which means
not ouly would a more general inter-
est be awakeued in the debates, but
also able debaters might be fouud iu
the other faculties.

In fact it would be a good idea for
each year to have a committee coin-
posed of members of the varions fac-
ulties, to whom all inter-year coutests
could be referred, and who would re-
port tlirough its [members to the
various year organizations. If such a
committee was appoiuted and held
respousible for the houour of the year,
more regularity might be secured lu
bringing off the inter-year games than
is now the case.

T HE meetings of the Alma Mater
Society have of late been very

interestiug. We have had siuce
Christmas two iuter-year debates, ad-
dresses from members 'of the medical
faculty ou the care of the health, and
a most enjoyable programme by the
ladies' musical club. The programme
reudered was a credit to the Univer-
sity and speaks volumes for the work
doue by the club. Why could we not
have more such programmes ? The
executive of the Alma Mater have led
us to anticipate a few more such inter-
esting programmes. We must coin-
meunl thema for what they have already


