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tbat it xvas dlue only to the inexperieiice of the uvriter that
More bas îlot been told of the consolidation of that, kingdom
wbose greatest Mâinister baflled the genius of ootb Taileyrand
aId Napoleon, and lîad Beust bu ,t beliex ec tîjui the dis-
elosures of soîne of the conversationîs, and tlîe preservation
of somne of the interviewvs whvli lie iiiuist have lîad just before
8and just succeediîîg Sadowa, andî subsei1ueiîtiy Sedani, woul'i

besinteîresting te otlier generatioiîs as tAie tales lie tells of Che
debating union'Is of lus boyhood, that be wouid have dex oted
More space to tîîe records of international ilegotiations tliiti
te tle Oiiîportanft and uniiiteresting details of trilles whvlîi
hWsory is kind enougbi te forget. But ià is noü by lus iiierioirs
th'at Beust will be rêembered. They wili ho read a little
loilger by those whîo hlope to sec betxveen the hiles whlat xvas
Ileyer there concealeul, and tlîei tbey xviii pass ont of iîwiiiory
te be buriecl in that olvion wvlicli kiiidly ]ices botli the
fOliY and thie errors of inany gerierationis of stutesien, whîile
bi8 deeds o f polIitical greatness, luis life, lis creations, lus
ýiPlOnlatic ieas~ures anîd bis subtle iiegotiatioi s xvii live on

11 h liy of iiistory, and eiisure for hin, iniages yet unseen,
i 'iiliotrtality witlî tAie grealsest of tAie diploîîîatists of luiýs

COtinent or Of Ilus tiime. '
SPrederick Ferdlinand, Count von Beust, xvas born iii

jre8den 0On tlîe l3tb et January, 1809, a year that is ineiner-
4ble' as the birtdî year et bis eîîly great European con-
teMporary, witlî wbenî, during bis widely intluential and

aciv lfe I, asinvelved innto great measure cf diplomatie
te te ElIili Prlinienarystatesman, Gasoe

bac' in hi minîoirs, traces the liiîeage et lu-s aiîcestorsba0 ward for nîany centuries iii Austrian îsoy ui ti

t l the universal splendeur et the iuanv brilliant tamilies
tat cîrcled around beautiful Vienrua in the sterrny cern-
lelleernent eft te mtýdIe ages. 'J'ie great-grandfather, wvio

WfSOnce a Danislî Minister, lîad beenl ennobled, during Ilis
10io et poxer at the Court cf Deninark, and tlîî'uglî iin

e tiîe wicbwas thus acî1uired, descended te tîte llustri-
OUS tOunder et the dual sovereigîîty et Austria-Hunlgary.

Thle early years et thc future king-maker anîd rival of the
rieý, throne.creato. of~ bis own age--the great Prussiail

We . Bisibarck.are net distinguislied by rîîany deeds xvhich
bad eaIndctive tlîat tlîe yeung peu, before anotlier geileration

a aSeawayshuld have suceessfully opposed, foi- many

e'tem* Of hlcploîiatists - thiat lue should have iiugiled and
me0  igie Itl great statesieu in the courts et mîany

arcb,tîat be shoulîl have created eut et tue wreck and(
uitthe proudest et past emîpires a kingdeuui wlîiclî is des-

the Yt fer rnany ages te endure ; that lie slîouid bave lef t
te, resUu t bis1 weakest xverks deeply and perinanently

hie se n tie histery et modemn European diplonîacy; thiat
hae shudb etriain sagacity, courage and ability,

aV e~ imete the persoa desires ofthe nightie-st as well
48te1otUnscrupulous et Ministers ; and tliat atter a lite

ed to yinterwoven witb tailures, heslouid have
b exîSt in an heour wbien bis famne lîad departed, leav-

'~ ebi0 d him. bis naine and bis deeds te descend te tlîe

'tSt eer 0  as one et the mest useful et statesriien
bwhhave everý exercised a severeignty in tAie ceuncil cbam-

etth greatest kings. Beust's beylieod was uîîeventttil.
thas) bOxvever, bis bappy fortune te spend sonie years et

r4Sd8ieonable portion et lus youtlî in interceurse witli
berdwhih.atter the clapse ef two grenerations, are nuifl
p0 OuI19 the terenîost et the century, and whîiclî in ahI
ahiCbt e~ercised ever the yeung student an, influence

Urutil b ' it tbrougl lus troubled litetiiîîe, and even dowîî
ned ljte. day. At tbe age et seveluteen lie entereti tlîe

astbe 1he and 'Saalteld. Ir " vasý the lectures et. the
ienaor hs Cîlîjerît pelitical philiosophonlýs, Beust re-

"'Ili' iemeirs, wlîici, detcriied bis future v'oca-
ula.trnt Te reni ainider et bi, years ef cellegre training were

Ci. a "t least were et an unimpontant interest te

iClice le0s, île deubt, tie îîîanifestatiens et Ilis in-
iObe, Weî' illterior te tîiese et tAie least et bis colnpan-

liii aI d re lo iust have been heurs wvheîî he saNv be-
fQre lInnadthe P)riîtt.d page, \vhîich dreaniliV fadeul be-

Yetr L ratured -ieteduîvseu ttegeat xvide

ail fan etretclled over uiukiown vastnesses intO the

the efatri0  beeld -t leiays ef failure aiid of faileetral
Pathwa;P If ot ry ami oft gneatriess, wîiichlî ay alengl

Mi Žluiî, and perhîaps tee the yeuîîg mii'1,
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inspiied for a montîent by a propiietic wisdomn, dîs,,(erned
amijd the troubleil disturbance of events whlîi wei'e to bc,
the chaos of empires, the falling of thrones, the red wars, the
clark deeds, the victories oveî' stri\ing rivais, the wad,
the throne and the crown; and thet, perhaps, cal ii and
clear across the face of the future lie belîeld the outîine of ia
kiriadomn whose fouîîdations had beeîi laid for glenerations i-
th(e learts of its inlîabitaîîts, wlîose pillars lîad beeîî rearcul
by the judgîiients4 of fate, ai( wlîose advent to thic Iiuropean
systeni 'vas îiestined to îîîeau to rejoic;ng posteriuy the îIîorîî-
iîî- dawni of continental peace.

AtÉ the age of twenty two Beust began lus d iplomîatic
career in the service of the State of Saxony. ThiS xvas at
the tinie when the fall of the Biourboni faînily iii France Lîad
slîakieni the cixilized xvori(l to the (leptbs of its deepes;t founli
dations. And xveli ini .glit Europe tremblle, for thie rapidly
contlicting ex ents, faîîîiliar to eyes wliich bac, seen the Bastile
go dowîî, were repeatirîg tlieînselvcs witlî extraordinary vie-
lence arouind Fi'aîce's tottering throne. M\aîîy feared an-
otiier reign) of terror, andi legan te tliink ot voluiîtary exile
froîiî the land wlîose troubled lîistory coulîl be written enly
witlî blooul. But the xviser saw tlîat the tuiult iii Society
wvould l)e of but short duration. Tl'le grievance tiîis timie
wvas inerely superficial. Aîîd France was not foolishi enougli
te punishi ail lier citizens because of xvrengs wvlicb might be
atoned for by the smail sacrifice of a kinig. During seveiî-
teen vears Beust represented th(- severeigu of Saxeiîy ait the
Courts of vaiius European Powers-at ZDthe Courts of Ger-
in, of France, and of Eiîgiand. li the latter country lie
liai iîuch te observe, and inuch to learu, uitter years of re-
sidence upoîî the noisy continent, lie saw tbat the gay
trîvoiity whiclî xvas cornu to society in Paris was the
single distinguishing feature of the aristecracy o>f Londîon
while to the humible peasant anul the digger in the clitcb
were reserved the entlîusiasiîî wvlich in France pervades thie
entire populace, and becoines se uncoîîtrollable during revolu-
tions. In England tAie poor masses inay cheer, but wheni
the voice of aristocracy-the repository of authority--is
heard, the toiling maiîy are at once 'lriverî back inte their
retreats of ol)scuî'ity. Iu France the lowly are einauîcipatted
as often as thev ean banish a rnonarcb, but iii England the
weak mnust suifer until the voice of reason bas penetrated
tlie walls of tlîe nîeSt iselateti castles, anîd the occupanîts of
high places acknowledge Ébat they have been persuaded at iast.
Hie saw tlîis, and he saw, teo, how public opinion is create(l
in England, and learned how tolly faumned by simplicity IS as
usetul an expedient as tlîat thoughit whieh is born of brains
and mnade et minds. H1e saw that England had forîned a,
map of Europe's future, aild thien for the first time lie begaîî
te learn tAie extent of the power whichi repesed bebind the
will ot Gerrnany's greatest mind.

These years of diplomacy w.ere vast and tremendous
years. Theit' history is flot to be read in inenioiî's-inuc les.4
in îneinoirs like the preserît. They were of great importasnce,
not se mucli as years of immediate resuIts, and îîot so mucli
as years of wide achievernents, as they were as years of
niighty preparations. In Germany Bismîarck was planning
the course which eveîîts sbou]d take wvlich were flot yet to
occur for decades, but wvlicb bis keen an1 uiifaltering eye
discerned could flot hie prevented by any act of skill or
statesmanship. Ami Europe itself was preparing for the
last great struggle witlî the forces ot a tyranny wbicb liad
bonnd the entire continent in its chains. l)uring these
years Beust was net taking any active ineasures towards the
establishrnent of bis own Statê upon fit-in foundations whlîi
shîould endure the shaking of the ceîning revolutien. Bis-
nmarck liad tbe advantage of Beust by aIl these vemrs of care-
fui preparation. And if there iii indicated, in B3eust's negli-
gence during these strong years, an interiority iii tlîe poli-
tical genius of the Saxon Minister, when lie was unable to
discern the sigîls of tbe age from. the condition and the
îîecessities of the people, this înuch is te be said by bistory
on lus behaîf. When the hîour of vital action carne and Bis-
niarck, with bis long preparation, met Beust unprepared, tbe
latter was enabied, witb the aid of bis ewn great capacity
for acting in the rnost dificuit emergencies, to offer a suc-
cessful resistaxîce to the designs of the Prussian Minister
and to limit bis plans of conquest and aggrandization by the

boundaries xvbicli Beust rneasured as bis own.
The Frenclh revolution was too sudden, tee violent, and

of tee iînpractical a result to satisfy the desîires of the revo-
lutionists who abounded throughout ail the States of


