‘\
SEeTEMpER ITth, 1896, ]

THE

fl?::elfy“{as due only to the inexperi_eucg of the writer that
Whose :5 ‘nob beep pold of the consohda'tlon of that kingdom
and Nnreabest Minister bafﬂed bl}e genius of poth 'l'ztlley,.m')d
closurez}pgleon, and had Beust but believed that the dis-
o SOmeb(;j some of Fhe coleersztb10r1s, and the preservation
i v of the m‘tervu{gws which he must have had just hefore
eaglih: Sjucc.eedmg Sadowa, an(_! subsequently Sedan, would
e i'lti?lfles'tmg to other generations as the tales he tells of the
More o0 unions of his boyh.o(?d, that he would have devoted
to bhé P&Cf{bo the records of international negotiations th.am
istor ‘U‘lll!{l.lportant and umnterest;mg.dgtmls of m'l-lles whx.ch
that gelb lnfl enough to forget. But it is not by his memoirs
onger bustlwxll be remembered. They will be. read a little
never thy ‘t hose who hope to see bebwe'en the lines what was
o be |, ere concealed, a,n_d 'then the;y w11} pass oub of memory
fo v Mlllcrl‘led in that oblivion whlch' kmd!y hides both t.he
is dood, tltl_e errors of many generzytxops of gtu.tesme.n, Wh}lle
ip Oma,[;,' .0 political greatness, his hfe3 }§1s creations, his
in the cllc- measures and his subtle negotiations will live on
an imll?oo'xt-y]f)f lus'tory, and ensure for him, in ages yet unseen,
cont; rtality W.lbh_ the greatest of the diplomatists of his
nheng or of his time,
rosd ef‘rflidel'lck F‘erdinzmd, Count von Beust, was born in
& ag 0;11 the_l&th of J‘dnuar_y, 1809, a year that is memor-
temPOrar 1e })n‘th year of .hIS oply _great }j]uropeap con-
Active lifg’IW1tl’ “_’h()m, du'rmg his widely mﬂueqtml zm'd
Telations 1}6 was involved in no great measure of ({lplOln{Ltlc
eust, lnTt ‘16 Engl%sh Pal‘llzunentzmy statesman, Gladstone.
B‘Ok“"m‘d lfl,s memoirs, bm.ces' the lmfmge .of his ﬂ.ll(.!es.t.OI"s
08t i Or many centuries in Austrian hlstf)ry, until I.t.ls
that circf(}lmversal splendpur ofi‘t;he many brilliant families
Mencome et apound'&beautlful \*enna in the stormy com-
Wag Oncen (I))f th_e mld(.il(? ages. The greac-gra,mlfabhe‘r, wh'o
Periog of a Danish Minister, had been ennobled, during l}ls
& title po\}‘ll'el‘ at the Court of_ Denmark, and through lmp
0us found which was thus acqgwed, descendemll to the dlustri-
hder of the dual sovereignty of Austria-Hungary.
greateslte;a'rly years of the future king-maker and rival of the
tinee Bislr?ne-creat01' of';l.us_own' age-—the great Prussxiau
Werg ing .o Hgfwck~are not dlstmgulshegl by many deeds which
; p&sse(;t 1ve that the young peer, before another generation
Years, gh _ajway, should have successfully opposed, for many
Ereageyt, Of“i)ll will angi unconquerable determination of the
Wtermipg| Zl dl_plonmtlsts ; that he should have mingled and
011&,1“(:}1: el with great statesmen 1in the (fourts of many
Tin of ¢ that he should have created out of the “'zrec.k and
€ proudest of past empires a kingdom which is des-
e "esl?lt Or many ages to endure ; that he should have left
engmmn? of hls_ weakest works deeply and permanently
he shoulq 1{)‘ the hlSt()l‘y Qf modern Europea.n diplomacy ,"t.har,
ave SUbVe;‘; (?ietermma,tlon, sagacity, courage and abxht)lvi
38 th most e ‘the personal desires of the mlghblest as “17%
SUcceggey gnbcl‘upulous of Mun‘sters ,'_a,nd that after a life
Seaseq tq exi ee,Ply interwoven w1§h failures, he should have
Ing behinXmS.t 0 an hour when his fame had departed, leav-
lateg hl_m his name and his deeds to descend to the
¥ho hag\?nel‘a‘tlon as one of the most useful of statesmen
Berg of te ever exercised a sovereignty in the council cham-
Iy Was, I © greatest kings. Beust’s boyhood was uneventful.
the jp,, FOW'eVep‘ his happy fortune to spend some years of
Dindg I‘)ve?:;?nable portion of his youth in intercourse with
'®d amgpe after the elapse of two generations, are 'numi
pmbabilit, 8 the foremost of the century, and which in al
hich he %'lechlsed over the young student an influence
Un i) is elt through his troubled lifetime, and even down
1howne atest day.” At the age of seventeen he entered the
© lis eneq thersit,y of Gottingen, where for many ‘months
IH“EO, Sart, 0 the lectures of the great Hereen, Eichhorn,
3t tOI‘lus and Naalfeld. Tt was the lectures of the
;?:mbers in e]si: I:min_enb political pl}ilosop!lerfs,bliiu?ocl'::
lln‘n' o l‘enn'e?;ou‘s’ W.hlch det,ern‘nned his ‘u. u  Soon
hisltfnpol.ta ‘ Orzln er of his years ot.college cxu}lléna e
te]]-or . ’ ti"*“‘: least were of an unimportant in feﬁs Lo
ionxgenee Were il,eE’ o doubt, the manifestations o :n o
ty 5, ore iferior to those of the least of his co pbe-
N i » £00, must have heen hours when he saw
5 l'apt,m.tlae printed page, which dl_'ea,mil_v fd(l:(\l,v}::e
Which %(? ~eyes, the dim visions of the g!fmb e
88 fap é retched over unknown Vustn_esses into | I)
of triy tyon‘%‘trhe days of failure and of fame, of trials
&thw&yp N 9t glory and of greatness, which lay al_()ﬂg
118 coming, and perhaps too the young mind,
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inspired for a moment by a prophetic wisdom, discerned
amid the troubled disturbance of events which were to be,
the chaos of empires, the falling of thrones, the red wars, the
dark deeds, the victories over striving rivals, the rewards,
the throne and the crown ; and then, perhaps, calm and
clear across the face of the future he beheld the outline of a
kingdom whose foundations had been laid for generations in
the hearts of its inhabitants, whose pillars had been reared
by the judgments of fate, and whose advent to the HKuropean
system was destined to mean to rejoicing posterity the morn-
ing dawn of continental peace.

At the age of twenty two Beust began his diplomatic
carveer in the service of the State of Saxony. This was at
the time when the fall of the Bourbon family in France had
shaken the civilized world to the depths of its deepest foun-
dations. And well might Europe tremble, for the rapidly
conflicting events, familiar to eyes which had seen the Bastile
go down, were repeating themselves with extraordinary vio-
lence around Irance’s tottering throne., Many feared an-
other reign of terror, and began to think of voluntary exile
from the land whose troubled history could be written only
with blood. But the wiser saw that the tumult in society
would be of but short duration. The grievance this time
was merely superficial.  And France was not foolish enough
to punish all her citizens because of wrongs which might be
atoned for by the small sacrifice of a king. During seven-
teen years Beust represented the sovereign of Saxony at the
Courts of various European Powers—at the Courts of Ger-
many, of I'rance, and of England. 1In the latter country he
had much to observe, and much to learn, after years of re-
sidence upon the noisy continent. He saw that the gay
frivolity which was common to society in Paris was the
single distinguishing featuve of the aristocracy of London ;
while to the humble peasant and the digger in the ditch
were reserved the enthusiasm which in France pervades the
entire populace, and becomes so uncontrollable during revolu-
tions. In England the poor masses may cheer, but whe.u
the voice of aristocracy-—the repository of auchority—-'ls
heard, the toiling many are at once driven back into their
retreats of obscurity. In France the lowly are emancipated
as often as they can banish a monarch, but in England the
weak must sutfer until the voice of reason has penetrated
the walls of the most isolated castles, and the occupants of
high places acknowledge that they have been persuaded at last.
He saw this, and he saw, too, how public opinion is created
in England, and learned how folly fanned by simplicity is as
useful an expedient as that thought which is born of brains
and made of minds. He saw that England had formed a
map of Europe’s future, and then for the first time he began
to learn the extent of the power which reposed behind the
will of Germany’s greatest mind.

These  years of diplomacy were vast and tremendous
years. Their history is not to be read in memoirs—much less
in memoirs like the present. They were of great importance,
not so much as years of immediate results, and not so much
as years of wide achievements, as they were as years of
mighty preparations, In Germany Bismarck was planning
the course which events should take which were not yet to
occur for decades, but which his keen and unfaltering eye
discerned could not he prevented by any act of skill or
statesmanship. And FEurope itself was preparing .for the
last great struggle with the forces of a tyranny which had
bound the entire continent in its chains. During these

ears Beust was not taking any active measures towards the
establishment of his own State upon firm foundations whl'ch
should endure the shaking of the coming revolution. Bis-
marck had the advantage of Beust by all these years of care-
ful preparation. And if there is indicated, in B.eusb’s negl'l-
gence during these strong years, an inferiority in the poli-
tical genius of the Saxon Minister, when he wis unable to
discern the signs of the age from the condlt}on a.nc.i the
necessities of the people, this much is to be said by history
on his behalf.  When the hour of vital action came and Bis-
marck, with his long preparation, met Beust unprepared, the
latter was enabled, with the aid of his own great capacity
for acting in the most difficult emergencies, to oﬁ'er_ a suc-
cesstul resistance to the designs of the Prussian Minister
and to limit his plans of conquest and qggmndlzatlon by the
boundaries which Beust measured as his own. )

The French revolution was too sudden, too violent, and
of too impmctical a result to satisfy the desires of ‘bhe revo-
Jutionists who abounded throughout all the States of



