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A letter of April, 1818, proses that in the intenval of
,eight years bis studies liad been but fltful and intermittent.
'Il was proposing to travel over the north this summer. There
is but one thing to prevent me. 1 know nothing-I have
read nothing-and 1 mean to follow Solomon's dir 'ections,
' Get learning, get understanding.' I find earlier days are
gone by-I flnd that 1 cati have no enjoyment in the world
but continuai drinking of knowledge. I flnd there is no
worthy pursuit but the idea of doing some good for the
world. Some do it with their society, some with th eir wit,
some with thoir benevoleuce, some witlî a sort of power of
conferring pleasune and good-humor on ahl they mneet, and,
in a thousand ways, all dutiful to the command of great
Nature. There is but one way foi' me. The rond lies
through application, study and thought. 1 will pursue it
and for uhiat end purpose retiring for some years."

Returning to the last days of bis school life, we find
tbat as a reward of his diligence lie captured the finst prizes
in the last two or tlîree successive half years. A love of
music developed, too, about this turne, and Keats in after
years when neading to Clarke these MS. lines of the Eye of
St. Agnes :

The boisterous iidnigbt festivec clarioîî,
TIhe kettie drui>i, and far bieard elarionet,
Affray bis cars, tho' but in dying tone,
The hall dooi shuts again, and1 ail the noise is -,one."

"That line," said Keats, "lcame into mny head wlhen 1
remembered how I used tso listen in bed to your mnusic at
school."

Herr Hloops sums up very well the influences of bis
school-life in the following paragrnpb:

"So alneady in his school yeans there was awnkened iii
Keats, in addition to a love of Nature, also a devotion to
classical antiquities, and especiaily to classical înythology,
which afterwards appears so closely bound up with the love
of Nature in bis poeîns. Ris own gifts led hîm in that
direction. He lied not the philosophical temperament of
Wordsworth and Shelley, for whomn Nature and its relation
to mnan was an object of philosophical speculation ; lie
regarded bier more with the imagination of the painter, of
the creative artist, and pnecisely for that reason the nature
personifications of Greek mytlîology corresponded in so lîigh
a degree to bis own spiritual disposition.

Thirougbi an acquaintance with Chapman's Router, and
the influence of Haydon, this love of classical antiquity was
intensifled and clarified, the lirst impulse of wbich wc saw
origitiate in the study of Vergil, Tooke, Spenser n( Leimi-
prière. "

On the deathi of lus nuother in 18 10 Keats was remnoved
fron scbool and, witlî lus brothers and sister, plnced under
the cane of two guardians, Abbey and Sandell.

Tbe former seems to have undertaken front the first
the exclusive control of the cbildren. Hie selected the pro-fession of medicine as a cameer for Keats, and bound bini
apprentice for five yeans to n surgeon at Edmonton nned
Hammond.

The old school at Enfield was only soine two iles
distant, and Keats was able to renew bis eanly fniendship
with Cowden Clarke. It was there, in a beautiful old
aitoun, that Clarke finst read aloud to Keats tbe Epithalain-
ion of Spenser. It was then that Keats flrst entered into
his inhenitance. "R is features and exclamations were
ecstatic. That nigbt bie took away witlb him tîte firit %ol-
umie of the ' Faeny Queene,' and bie went through it as a
young horse would thnôugb a spring meadow, ramping.

"lLike a true poet, too, a poet in the grain,he especimally
singled out epithiets, for that felicity and power in whicl
Spenser was so eminent. Rle hoisted himself up, and looked
burly and dominant, as bie said 'Wbat an image that is-
sea-sbouldering wbales.'"

That was an important day iii the lile of Keats, for
Spencer first woke to hife Itis slumbering genius aMn neînajned
more or less bis poetical nînster aIl bis life. For this reasonl
bis first poem probably, lIThe Imitationt of Spenser," wnit-
ten in 1813-wili always renin an interesting fragment for
those who aie familiar with the poet's development. Leigh
Hunt and Milton exercised a marked y'et evanescent influ-
ence upon the form of bis poetny, Shakespeare profoundly
influenced bis general attitude towards life, but Spenser, iii
a greater measure fan than tbese. domiinated itis expression
and habit of tboughlt.
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0wing to a breachi withi Harnîond, Keats passed to
tondoni in order to continue the study of medicine. Hie
was 19 years old whien, in the autumn of 1814, hie was
entered as a student of medicine in St. Thomas' and GUy's
Hospitals.

Pertaining to this period, and some, perhaps, of earlier
date, are several fugutive pieces of littie menit, except that
they indicate that the first impulse to poetry bad not died
out in him.

'J'ie verses on " lieatlî' (1[. 20 1) probably belong t
the Edmonton period. The sonnets on Byron and.Chatter-
ton date f-roni his residence in London, and betray certain
poctical influences that were working upon hiiîu at the timie.
The sway of Byron over him was of short duration, but I
ain epistie to Matthew of the following year Chatterton i
received into the heaven of Shakespenre ;lie dedicates

Endymnion " to his mnernory, and as late as 181 I9 nifes hin,
"the purest writer in the English language."

Keats' early attraction to the opinions of Leighi HIunt
lias beu noticed in connection with bis school-boy days,
when the creed of the Examiner wns ail the politics he
absorbed. Cowden Clarke relates bow, wheni on bis return
froii a visit to Hlunt, then just released f romn prison,~ hl
met Keats, who, turning, accompanied hiîn back part of the
way. "lAt the lnst field-gate, when taking ]cave,hle gave
me the s.,onnet entitled Il Written on the L)ny that Mr.
Leigli Hunt lef t Prison," Tbis 1 feel to be the first proof 1
received of his lhaving comniitted lîimself iii verse ; nnd hoW
clearly do 1 recaîl the conscious look and besitation with
wbîcli bie oflered it."

This sonnet, and bis subsequent counection with Hlunt
will, in a large mensure, explain the violence which th,
critics displayed towards hiru. The Ode to Apollo (Febru,
ary, 1815) shows some advance in poetic power, aitd the
Hymu to Apollo, despite s(>me errors in taste, contains a few
ideas.

.AIl the poerns of this period betray 18t1h century ifu
ence, but above ahl the stauizas to Hope wvith its stiff arrey
of personified abstractions. About this time, that iS 10
say in the spring of .1815, Cowden Clarke came to live inI
London, The old friendship was again renewed, and their
intellectuel relations establisdied on n firner basis.

One of the first books they attacked was n borrowed
folio copy of Chnpman's Homne. They did not separate thaIt
night until the small hours, wlien Keats lef t him to trudg6
the two miles home to the borough. Wlien Clarke camne
down to breakfast the next mioruing about ten o'clock hie
found on th(e table a letter from Kents contnining onieo
the finest sonnets ever written,
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Nlueb have 1 travelled iii the realrns of gold,
Amdi many goodl'y states and kingdonis seen
Round rnanv western islands have 1 been
W hici bards in fealty to Apollo hold.
Oft of one wide expanse had I been told
Thiat >leep-brow'd Roiner ruled as bis dlemesne;
Yet did I neyer breathe its pure senene
TililI1 heard Chapmnan speak out loud and 1>01(1

T[leu feIt 1 like soine watcher of the skies
Wrben a new planet swimis into bis ken
Or like stout Cortez wben with eagle eyes
He stared at the Pacifie -- and ail bis inen
Looked at ech other with a wild surnise-
Sileut, upon a peak in Darien.

Meanwbile lie was attending lectures with colnilend-
able regularity, but with less commendable attentiveness to
the subjects of the lectlire. To Clarke hie said, in proof Of
bis inability to sympbatbize with the science of anatoflY '8
a main purpose in life: "lThe othier day, for instance, during"
the lecture, there camne a sunbeamn into the room, and viith
it a whole troop of creatures floating in the rny ; and 1 V'
off with them to Oberon and fairyland."

Despite his poetic abstraction hie passed his licenitiate
examination on the 25th July, 1816(, and even penfornîed
some skilful operations in bis capncity ns dresser. Ris con'
fession lateî' to Brown is significant : IlMy last operntiOII
was the openîng of a man's temporal artery. I perfonied it
with the utmost elegance;- but when 1 afterwards thoughIt
of whiat was passing through my head the while my gkill
seerned to me miraculous, and I neyer toucbed a lancet
again." lus relense from bis guardian and the influence of


