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Ca.tsliutio,», and letterir on matterS pertoinisog t the
ed4o,. 10 dtpa2rmeni 81&Uld bc addressed ta the Editor, aend not go

%nyi nerton 20100 may. be supposeti £0 be connecced witk the paper.

exa "ctîy the Unexpected, but that wbich seemed the
Th 18 rather than the more probable, bas bappened.

exce1on. J. J. C. ALbbott bas been entrusted by Hie
l lVDcY the Governor-General witli the task of forming

"abirnt. Ifa is generally believed, this bas been done
t I13tet of Sir John Thornpson, the fact will but

add to~ the Slready higli reputation of the latter for self-
c i t nd Round judgment. It is, no doulit, an evidence

btirr deIre to avoid, at a critical moment, the risk of
url1g 9 P either sectional or religious jealousies, however
Th s4o Iable adunwortby bu may deem such jealousies.

giW. question that presents itself is that of the degree
tj58 ech the new Premier combines in himself the quali-
Q el8ential to success in the arduous work of leading the
l'batD~~n as the successor of Sir John Macdonald.

o M ,. Abbott combines intellectual abilities of a high
01 ~ 'vth the qualities scarcely less essential in the head

he GoveOrnmnent, of good judgment and fine tact, is
boralîY aduhtted. He lias, moreover, the advantage of

gii able tO enter upon bis high office free from violent
n :teseitber personal or political, s0 that there seems

ae on to fear that lie will be met witb the determined
Itt0r h ilit which the succession of Sir Charles

ore instance, would have invoked. So far as we
bea is reputation, both public and private, is stain-

tiot, - Ith ' unfortunate exception-that of bis connec-
da wtb the Pacific Railway Scandai. But as the Cana-
CdPeople) or a large maajority of them, have long since

%fil. red that offence in the case of the principals in the
&Reiiat la unhlikely that they will care to remember it

40rue on' liose part in it was but subordinate, and to

e'id t, perhaps, professional. In brief, then, it may
l th tPositively Hon. Mr. Abbott possesses many

6: et.u"iain which Canadians have a right tomneie l the Premier of the Dominion-superior ability,
ble iri public and semi-public life, personal dignity,

dicet.i a pleasing urbanity, social influence, saund
mOi1, li.ha e bas also great popularity in bis own

%i arI4eIOng tlie people who know him best wae
d%4'itY slown a few yeigra @inçe in the events con-
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nected witb bis choice for two consecutive years as Mayor
of Montreal. Indeed there seems good reason to hope tliat
witb Mr. Abbott as Premier and Leader of thie Senate, and
Sir John Tbompson as virtual, if not nominal, Leader in
the Commons, thse affairs of Parliament will be carried on
witb a dignity befitting the Legislative Halls of any
nation.

T HERE is, bowever, another side to thiestory. Ta h

the Leader of thse Government ougbt to abound, is but too
obvious. First and perbaps chief among bis weak points
will be the fact that he is comparatively unknown. It je
sotnething novel, not to say ominous, for thse people of
Canada to be obliged to ask: Who je this gentleman wbo
lias been raised to tbe position of the first of Canadians,
and wbat is bis record? Tbough Mr. Abbott wos 'f or ten
years a member of the old Canadian Assembly, and bas
been at intervals for about as many more a member of the
Dominion Pareiment, he bas made for himself no record
as Parliosmentaritin or Statesmen. Thse comparatively
few acte of legisiation witb whicb lis namne bas been
associated as promoter have been almost exclusively con-
nected with railway matters or questions of commercial
law. This fact Beems to show a lack of intereet on tbe
larger questions of politics, wbicb argues a pre-occupation
of mind or a lack of entbusiasm, eitber of which is fatal to
broad statesmansbip. Tisose wiso have been closely obser-
vant of Parliamentary affaire know thet for the last tbree
or four yeers Mr. Abbott bas been Government Leader in
thse Senate, and that be bas sliown ability and skill, BO far
as occasion offered, in that position. But, unfortunetely
or otberwiee, the Senate subtende but a very emaîl section
of the angle of vision of the average Canedian, even wben
bis eyee are turned towards Ottawa, and any reputation
achieved in the Senate Obamber je wortlilese for popular
effect or purposes of political advancement. Hie epecial
intereet in railway matters euggestB anotber serions objec-
tion-tbe fact of bis intimate relations with the Canadian
Pacific Railway. There can be no doubt that many
tboughtful people are becoming somewhet alarmed et the
tremendous influence thie greet corporation je acquiring in
public affaire, and will view witb apprehension the elevetion
to the Premiership of one wbo bas been BO closely identified
witb its intereete from the firet that he may elmost lie
rEgarded as its representative. Mr. Abbott bas, we
believe, shown a proper appreciation of this fact by
promptly reeigning bis position on the directorate of the
road, and cabling to bis agent in England to dispose of hie
stock. This is aIl that it je in bis power to do under the
circumetances. Whether thie wilI suffice to relieve bimi
wholly of the suspicion of being prej udiced in tise intereets
of tliet road remains to he seen. Mr. Abbott wilI
undoubtedly be placed at a Fierions disadvantage by the
fact that bis seat ie in the Upper House, and not in the
representative body. It je true that thie je in accordance
witb British precedent, tisougb it bas neyer before occurred
in Canada, and that Lord Salisbury je even now, as lie hair
been for years peet, ruling the British Perliament and
nation witb succees from hie place in tise House of Lords.
But it muet be confeesed that the Senate et Ottawa lias
thus far but dimly adumbrated ite Britiesh prototype. it
is doubtful if even tbe presence of the Premier will avail
to greatly increase eitber tbe energy or the prestige of
thse assembly of elderly end for tbe most part wealthy
gentlemen, few Of wbom cen make any pretensione to
etateemanship, who dweil in tbat lofty and serene etmos-
phere. If the new Premier means to be Head of the
Government and the nation in reality, as well as in naine,
he will no doubt soon find it necessary to descend into the
arene in wbicb the real conflict je carried on. But that he
can no doubt do at any time without muoh difficulty.

RHE lateet advicee fromn Ottawa upon wbicb we can
comment before going to press are to thse effect that

efter somne days Of anxiety end worry the one serioue
obstacle which lias Obstructed Hon. Mr. Abbott'e efforts
te formn a Cabinet lias been et last overcome and thse
Secretary of State induced to cease thse obtinate etruggle
for his "right." Perbape 14 overcome" jei hardly the
word. Certainly if it be true, as alleged in thse telegratn
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which brings our lateet information, that Mr. Cluapleau
bas carried bis point so f ar as to have received the
promise of the portfolio hle by tise late Premier as tise
price of hie conciliation, " yielded to" would better
deecribe the procese. It je always necessary te accept
witb a good deal of reservation tbe details furnisbed by
the newspaper reports in re gard te sucb matters, for tbey
are necessarily based largeîy upon conjecture. Wto
suppose, bowever, that this mucb may be accepted as
certain: that the lion. Mr. Cleapleau bas linon engaged in
a struggle for what hie bas designated bis "rigist," viz.
the position of Minieter of Railways and Canas-a
position wisicb lie daims was promised liim by the bats
Premnier--in the new Administration. To what a low ebb
must Canadien politiebave fallen when one of tbe most
important and responsible positions in the Governinent je
claimed by a member of the Governmont as a personal
49rigbt." If any of us bave been old-fasbioned enougis to
suppose that a position in the Governinent is a position of
trust to be be2towed liy tise responsible IHead of the Gov-
ernment upon thse man best fitted to serve tise inter-
esta of tbe wbole people in the diecharge of its duties, we
may as well banisb thse delusion. Sucis an idea je
evidently liebind tise times. Tbe question je no longer
one of the beet intereets of the people, but of tise reward
of political services, of the gratification of personal
ambition and, above ail, of eecuring for tise leader of a
section the influence whicb le the outcome of patronage,
that is of the subtîs power of hribery in' the form of
appointmente to lucrative offices in the public service !
This struggle ougbt surely to serve as an impressive
object-lesson for the people of Canada. Will tliey tae
tise trouble to tisink about it and tae in its ful
meaningî' Hon. Mr. Chapl eau je fnot witliout ability
and je riclily endowed with thie gif t of eloquence
*which nature bas s0 freely bestowed upon many of hie
compatriote in tise French Province. So far as we are
aware, hie record bas not beon steined by acte of corrup-
tion. But if ho enters upon thse office of Minister of
Reilways and Canals, it will be evident to aIl that bis will
lie a case in wbici tise office bas not sought tise man, but
the main the office. This is in itsesf a damaging fact, and
it becomes still more damaging, if it ho true, as it seems
elmost impossible to doubt, tisat tise irresistible argument
whicis finally turned the scale in hie favour was tise con-
viction, wbicbho certainly took no pains to rernove, tisat
the refusai to corne to bis termes migbt lead to bis going
over to tise camp of tise Opposition witis bis personal
followers. Mr. Cisapleau lied certainly a rigist to decline
the position of Secretary of State in tise new Administration.
Likre any other bonet Inan, 'liad tise rigbt to change
aides in politie as tise result of conscientioue conviction.
But tise man wlio couid be capable,or he helieved capable,
of cbanging aides froin no bigiser motive then personal
pique or disappointed ambition, can herdly be tise man
wortliy of the igist trust. It is doubtful wbether hie
crossing the floor under sucb circumetances wouîd not in
tise end bave been more injurious to tise Opposition than
to tise Government.4

F it lie true that Mr. Cisapleeu bas been prevailed on to
enter tise Governuient on condition of receiving the

portfolio of bis choicE, after tise close of tise session, it is
clear tisat tise withdrawal of Sir Hector Langevin je
invoived. Hie prospective witbdrawai will greatlv simplify
tise problem for tise Government leaders. Sir John Mac-
donald's original plan of cisoosing ministere witis par-
ticular reference to localities, s0 as to preserve a kind of
balance of Provincial power in tise Cabinet, bas long eince
been lest sigist of, or found impracticable, to e large
extent. Yet it je obvioue tisat beyond certain limita, local
consideratione cannot lie safely disregerded. Everyone
sees that it wouîd neyer do to bave botb the greet epend-
ing Departusents of the Administration in tise bande of
representatives of Quebec. Tisis conideretion no doubt
explaine wby Mr. Cbapleau's ambition cannot lie gratified
at once. Thse rumour that Sir Hector will, et the close of
tise session, retire te a position of dignified reet as Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Quebec bas so mucis verisimilitude thet
we may pretty sofely assume ite correctneee. This is, of


