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ing to lay down certain principles, and in being too activ
or positive in enforcing his views on certain great publig
questions, when masterly silence would have been far mor(
judicious and infinitely more effective for the accomplish
ment of his ends. For instance, why malte a speech ou
the Orange Incorporation Bil; or if necessary to say sm
thing, why not say a few meaningless words, and so pasý
the subjeet over as lightly as possiblei A man who wants
to get into power is under no necessity to antagonize any
class, but-and this is the essence of the whole matter-
he is bound to offend none, and aim to conciliate ail. This
is net a high-minded standard, but it is practical, and
adopted by ail the most successful parliamnentary leaders of
the world. Why malte the brilliant oration on the Irish
question ? It would please some, but it would be sure te
displease others. The aim should lie to displease nobody.
Why make a great speech on the Riel questionh Why
not slide over the question as lightly as possibleh Some-
body is bound to be hurt by such a speech, and the trac
policy in opposition is to hurt nobody, if you can help it,

j but the Governmer.t.
It was nlot necssary for Mr. Blake as leader of the

Opposition te lay down a deinite and substantive policy.
It is flot wisdoru for Mr. Laurier te do anything se foolish
at present. It is the height of madness for a trained
politician to cry out for a policy in opposition. It is the
acme of folly for a political leader in opposition to set up
a bantling policy to lie criticized. The pbilosophy of this
is as plain as the rule of three. The Goverument bas the
advantage, in a contest, of patronage and power. The
country is full of subservient persons who want to bang
about the skirts of the Government, and get something.
The party in power in its ordinary transactions has numer-
ous opportünities of making friends, of doing favours, of
showing cou rtesies, of exhibiting magnanimitv. These are
the incidents tbat work for an administration. But there
are drawbacks. The Governaient bas to have a policy,
and to do things. No policy cati bu propounded which
bas not its opponents ierce and bitter. Hence, in carry-
ing forward a Governuient, powerful interests are bound
to be antagon ized. If you do souîething toellease the wool
mnen, you are bound to offend the woollen mnen. For every
vacant office there are ten or tweuty applicants. You can
please one, and leave a rankling sore in the breast of
nineteen. If you enforce the customns law vessels must bu
seized and merebandize confiscated, and enemies made. If
a traiter lias to be executed in furtherance of sound policy
he may have a clan or a race at bis back who will resent
bis treatuient.

Tliese are the difilculties with wbicli a goverument bas
to contend, and these are the opportunities of a judicîously
managed opposition. Why, then, shonld the Opposition
needlessly and purposely set up a policy wbicb eau scarcely
be propounded before it is assailed by various interests h
The very instant an opposition propounds a policy-a
definite plicy-it is placed in a position as bad as a
governient witbont any of its advantages of patronage
and power. Wbcn an attack is made upon the pehicy of
the Government, instead of being put upon the defensive,
the apologis of the Goverument siniply say, IlThis is
very well ; but wbat do yon say of the policy propounded
by the Opposition i'" No policy eau lie propounded whicb
will not antagonize many individuals and many powerful
interests. Tbe Govertiment must bave a policy, because
tbey bave to do tbings and goverfi the country. But the
Opposition have no such responsiblity, and it is their
business to antagonize nobody, except of course, the political
machine whicb is agaiust them. To show that this policy
bas been %dopted by the slirewdest and most experienced
of political tacticianS, it is only necessary to cite the case
of Mr. Gladstone. Hie was in power in 1886, and brought
forward a measure of Houme Rule, which was defeated in
the Cominons and disapproved by the country. It was
indeed a measure open to grave criticism, not only in
principle, but in detail. The very moment be was
delegated to opposition lie took occasion to declare and
reiterate in the most empbatic manner that the measure of
1886 was deai-no longer a matter for consideration;
and now what Mr. Gladstone's policy is bas b.-come a
profonnd mystery. Again and again have both Tory aud
Unionist appealed to Mr. Gladstone to declare what lie
proposes to do witlitlie Irishi question in case lie is

J returned te power. But not a word. He knows very
well that be could propound no scbeme that would net be
anienable to criticism on every side. ilence bu bas no
policy. Hie simply aims to miake the British people
dissatisfied with the present governient, and wben this
is accomplisbed they will vote it ont. Mr. Gladstone will
then take office, and that is the time to propound policies.

Let no one interested in the welfare of the Liberal
party of Canada worry the Liberal leader about declaring
a policy. It would be the very worst thing we could do.
Let no man, in like mauner, be worried over the leader-
ship. The Liberal party can win under Mr. Laurier or
undur any one of twenty of the gentlemen wbo compose
the Opposition, nay, tbey can win witliout a leader at ail.
Their first and supreme object is to get a majerity of the
people of Canada dissatisfied witb the Government of Sir
John A. Macdonald. Everyene should be got under the
umibrella tbat has any ground of cemplaint against the
party that bas been se long in power. No persen sbould
be driven from it. Nothing sbould lie said or done or
propounded, that would make any man or any body
auxious to g&t out froma under it.

Onu other practical suggestion. Lut no man who is
playing the practical game of polities evur waste any timne

7e over the abstract. It is the concrete that tells in peitics.
ic Fer instance, neyer stop te enquire Ilwhat Ontario will do "
.e at the next lection. There is ne Ontarie in gunural

1-electiens. There are a numbur cf individual constituencies.
n Thuse are wbat sbould bu considered and looked aftur.

The attention should bie directed te the emînently practical
is question: What will York dol Middlesex, Bruce, Grey,
;s Durbami, Northumberland, Lanark h Gut a majority cf

thuse te eleet nmen wlio will vote Sir John A. Macdonald's
Goverument eut, and the aggregate will indicate what

sOntarie will do or bas done. But in practical politics
ibegin at the primaries. Start with details. The result

f will bu the generality. But if yen begin with geiieraIities,
inothiug effective will ever bu accomplished. To get a
Dmajoritv cf censtitunmcies te send men wlio will vote Sir

John Macdonald ont cf office is the supreme aim and
contract cf the Liberal party. It is net a question cf
leadership, except in se far as the leader is capable by bis
personal influence in inspiring thu local wercurs in indivi-
dual constitueincies te niake the most vigoreus and intelli-
gent efforts te seemre the best resaîts in the constitnency.

EýAny muan wbo eau bring about this result in a wide-reach-
ing mannur is useful, whetbur leader or net. But ns a pro-

ipagandist cf ideas, principles aud policies, the less thiat is
1huard fremi the leader, or any leader, of the party, the

butter.
Let ne sublimated doctrinaire arise and say, Il What

degraditrg Mauchiavelliianim ! "I do net liesitate te say
that it is net a bigh ideal which bas beun held up. But
we mîust determinu what we want and tlien act accordingly.
I f it is the aim te elevate the standard cf peliticai nîorality
-te win moral victories-thea lut us sut up an ideal, and
follow it reverently and heroically, wîth the guerdea of1
purpetual opposition. But if it is believed that thel
interests cf the country require a chang, cf administration,
tlien lut us procued by sensible and effective muthods tei
"et the Goverument rumoved. Onu thing is certain, Sir
John A. Macdonald will smle at "l moral victories." Hisi
creed is te win, and lie can only lie defeated by men wlîosei
creed is te win. That lie cati lie dufeated, and defeated4
tboroughly at next genural ehectien i-- beyend a donbt.
The question is where are the men ruady to begimi the
work of preparatien te-day in aIl the constitueucies througb-i
eut Canada. Perliaps it is being doue. If net, it is timee
work was coneced.i

Many mortals there are, doublhss, who tbink that Sirt
John A. Macdonald is the right man te govera the country,
and that lie shonld ntoble disturbed in bis protractedi
reigu. For sncb Ibis little essay bas net been written.t
It ainus siniply te clear away senre delusions fi-ouitbe1
minds of those wbo thiuk otherwise, amnd wbo sincurely1
desire te sue a Ietter governinent in Canada. The essencet
of the matter is, "give over any idle tahk as te wbo shal
bu leader, and have as little policy as possible, and proceedc
by intelligent and practical netbodis te eleet onu unud-edr
and tua or muore men who will vote eut Sir John A. Mac-r
donald's Goverument."t
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A MODERN 11M STC IV.

W HEN we mut the aext day, iastead cf strelhing round 2
Parliame 11Hll, or sitting inth aoHenm -

liavin'g said, "lLut us wahk into the Park-u'clen aan- a
tco mucli cf aaything is net good." We wunt into thosu
pluasant lîttie grorînds-oe of the hast parts of Ottawa, h
if yen except the Chaudière Bridge, whaace te admire f
those noble buildings mising from thuir uneqnalled site. fi
We sat down;- a nursery maid liad seatud berseif net far i
ofl and the baby ia bis carniage gazed at alI the wonders by S
which God and man liad surronnded hinu. Hure was a v
spot where IHorace miglit bave ioved te walk and moraliza,o
nor sighed for Lucretilis and bis Sabine farrai, aad where ai
Moeceaas, on semae quiet sumomer day, liad found in tIre
sound of those waters a couturcharia te bis insomnia.

IlOur Lord Jesus," saîd McKaom, Ilspoke net as the el
Juwish teachers cf the day, but as oae that had autbority. i
fie was net oniy a divine philosopher but a man cf action. mu
There was ' a noise, and a shaking,' as bu weat tbronghî
Palestine. Fleali and sinaws came te the boues and where pl
there had been gaunt skeltons-nay, scattered bons-al c
was beauty and lifu. Plate ceuld do nothing ike this.w
But look wliat lie arrives at by ruasoning-hu was acceî- ec
sariiy a ratioaalist, yut ne apestie cf Christianity dwelt -
more strcngly on the uiecessity cf faitb, and ha the Laws."

"Is it net doubtfnl wbether lie wrotu the Laws ? " g(
"Doubtfnh ! " lie criud with indignation, Ilevery uine ti

bears the impress of Pato-and if tbey were net written
by im -you remember what I said about the egg-then TI
by soe disciple into whom aIl tire bonuy of the Athenian hi
Bue bad passud. la the passage I bad in rny îîind we ly
bave net murehy Phato's faith in a Supreme God infinitely bj
geod, but a picture cf the home cf the pions ameag the re
cld Gi-calt. Ha almost apologizes for the ar gument cf hf
natural theohogy on which lie is about te enter, th

Il1How,' says bu, 'witbout passion can wu ruason te sp
prove the existence cf Ged h It must lie with bitternuss fo
of huart, with hatrud and indignation against thosu munaIo
whc force us te enter on sncb an argument. Thuy who ty
once trnstud to the taies whicb, iying on the broast, tbey b3
used to hear f rom their nurses and their mothrs ; who huard fo
them bhundud at the altar with prayers and ahi the impos- fi
ing pomp cf a spiundid ritual, so fair te the uyes cf a wv
chuld wbosu parents are muaawhila offering up the solumu bh
sacrifices, praying for tbumselves and tûeir chhîdrun, hoid- fo

ing by muans of vows and supplications communion wvitli
God, as in truth a living God;- who, wbun the sunt and moon

1rose up and passed again te tlieir settiugs, witniessed ail
around them the prostrate forums of Greeks and Barbarians
alike - ail men in their joys and sorrows clinging as it were
to God, not as an empty nanw., but as their ail in all;
to those wbo despise ail this - and compel us te reason as we
do liow cani we expect to teLCI]j, and that with calm
gentle words, tlie existence of God V'

"Tle Rationali.st Plate recugrnizes there is something
wîthin us which speaks with even more authorîty titan
reason respecting the greatest truths, That passage will
show wliat is abtindautly shown clsewhere, that Plato saw
the importance of the lieart ini the perception of truth-
saw that youtb with bighly developed intellect, violent
passions and no principles is net only a dangerous but an
unnatural nionster. YVou saw that in the prayý r of Socrates,
which I read to you yesterday, lie prayed for a ' beautiful
soul. That meant everything, for the good and refined
Greek. AIl beaucy-the beautv of ruan and womnan, of
sun and sky, of star and streaniand ilower came from G od
was sliowered profusely on the earth, not onîy for man's
deligbt but to lead him, as Plato tauglit, np to God. Thie
virtues stood ont before bis mimd as beautiful, and the
affections of the huart as surpassing ah miiaterial splendeur
in their loveliness. No man could bu holy or heroic witb-
onut love-love to parents, brothers, friends, for whom lie
would even die. lu the 'Pbýxedru4' lie speaks of our affec-
tions as 'win gs of th .e s .ou],' which raise us up to a living
God. God's image is in mnan, and oui- brother man hias
therefore a twofold dlaimi on our love. Is there a longing
for a life beyond our little span ?1 Then live in the lives
of those whom yon bave lielped to mnodel after the image
of God, aud let the lamip of virtue bc passed fromn soul to
soul by an eternal inheritance. And theri there xvas the
spiritual world buhind the miat criaI ve-il. Here too was an
object for the affections. There is a Cod ; God is goodaess
itself ; I arn safe in [lis bauds. Whiat can shako sncb a
mnan h God niust irst lie slîakeu. Moral truths, like the
God who lias implanted theni in our nature, are immnutable.
Experieuce cati overturn theories respeeting the mnaterial
xvorld, but gooduess wihl be always beautiful, vice lie
always ugly and hateful now sncb is the teachîng of
Pinto and whiat wanted lie that a truc Christian lias h 1
antswer, Nothing, se far as bis own moral growth was con-
cerned. He had attained to mnost of the great tratbs cf
Cbristiauity by reasoning, by faithfulness te lus higber
insitincts, by watcbing the effect on the yonng mea cf the
teachiug cf the Soplîists. If wo set, that a young man
holding fa-tt od eivigi is Providence, seeking te
have a licantiful seul like I-limi, cati conmpter passion - that
the isaue yeung man, freont sceptical, becomues a scooped
aut, cruslhec by the first temptation-wbat are wo te con-
clude but that behief in and love te God aie natural te
man ; that belief in and aspiration after a future life are
natural te birn, and thuerefore true, as true as thiat food
taken inte the stoniacli upholds animal life --and that witb-
eut food life passes away ? Ve cati describe certain changes
wbichi food undergees, but we cannot go deeper."

"Well, tell me what Plate lacked."
1I bave said," answercd McKnoiu, " that lie antici-

pated Cbristianity irn many cf its greatest trntbs. But,
great as bue was, cani yen fancy himt preacbing the Sermon
on the Mount 1 But that is net what 1I nean. He was
always looking for a young man cf great talent, goodness,
,enius, spirit te embody and propagate bis teaching-
lie saw clearly the necessity of a personal object cf love
for the young-and lie thought lie would find that in bis
teachers, the masters in bis ideal Republic. lie neyer
found tbis. Now don't yen se that the Preaclier cf that
Serinon on the Mournt was exactly wbat Plate lenged for in
vain - good, persuasive, pure, eloqiient, righteous, witb-
out blemisli, beroc, capable of inspiring boundless love,
and dying for maakind h?

'Tis very strange."
" Strange! buliesaid, is thuru net a certain cogency

of proof in these anticipations of a pure seul like Plate, and
his wistful looking for a person whe shonld bu an object cf
Lffection te instil bis teaching inte the yeung."

He paused, and Il1elpsam said " lThere is tbe soe
ulace in oui- educational systenu. We manufacture teacli-
ers by exaniniation8 in certain branches cf knowludge,
vbereas no man or woman is fit te bu a teaclier wvho is net
educatud. This, cf course, embraces higli moral qnalities
-is net mure instruction."

McICnoin.: " Yen are quite riglit. But your remnark
ges wider than cur educational systemi ; it touches every-
bhing. I will tell you a story.

We weru yesterday talkiug of Orpbeus. Whea the
Thracian wemen tore Orplieus te pieces. tira Greeks deified
rum, and we huai-n front Philostratus tliat bis head and
lyre floated dewn the Hebrus te the sua. and were borne
'y the waves te the island of Lesbos ; bis lyre, as Lucian
relates, tenched by the winds, giving forth a responsivu
harmeay. His head was buried, but gave oracles from
thu grave, wbile bis lyre, wbicb, by the sweetness cf its
spll, had drawn te bim wild beasts, and the trues cf the
trest, was suspended ini the temple cf Apollo, wheru it
lng rumained, antil Neanthus, the sou cf Pittacus the
tyrant, learniug that it bad drawn trees and savagu beaste
'y its barmony, earnestly desired te ewn it. HeL there-
fore cerrupted the priest, teck the lyre cf Orpheus, and
.xed another like it in the temple. But considering lie
ras net safe in the city, blied by niglit, and wben lie
.ad got into the country bu bugan te play on it. Ha con-
oua-ded the chords, yet fancied bu was producing a Divine
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