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ofit. The village tenor is making his déb>ut, hie sings out gallantly, white
the lady accompanist at the harmonium contemplates bis performance with
Puzzled doubt. Especially happy is this latter's expression, un vraie
trouvaille.

In the cathedral Sunday morning Doctor Norman bade bis congregation
farewell. The dictates of dutyare 'ofteui by no means clear to those wbom
she does flot directly address. We bave flot yet discovered why we sbould
be deprived of one of our most cultured clergymefn and citizens. After
havilig lived amongst us for twenty years hie bas decided to leave Montreal
and take up bis residence in Quebec, as rector of thr- cathedral there. We
bave nothing to do, I suppose, but deplore our fate and congratulate our
sister City. Louis LLOYD>.

PARIS LETTER1.

G.ROTFnAu'S Souvenirs Diplomnatiques (Revue des Deux Mondes) are supple-
Mentary papiers by the eminent diplomnatist on the Rdle of Préissia and ler
A'ing Durjeg the Crimean MVar. They iniglt flot be inaptly styled, the
Political infancy of Prince Bismarck. Tbe souvenirs sbould be read along
with Kinglake's last volumes on the Orimean War, aud to whiclb tbey"
formu a Most fltting complement. By the Congress of Paris in 1856, Bis-

Mfarck espied tbe future grreatness of Prussia, aud seized the opportunity.
On the outbreak of the Crimean XVar the policy of Prussia was of the see-am, and weatbercock nature. Frederick WVilliam liad no fixeil ideas. Ilis
eirli8ter, General De Manteuffel, was guided by circumstances, and so
P088essed no autbority. And yet Prussia was hostile to Russia.

To enable Prussia to take up a detinite position it was necessary tbs.t
M4anteuffel shouîd retire. Who was te be bis successor, was the difficulty.
OnlIy one man was deisignated by common consent- Bismarck, wbose
arabiti 0 n to, be Foreign Secretary was no secret. But be was niot a persona
grata either at Paris, Vienna, or London, wbere lie was viewed as stiff-
lecked and unbendingi: a man that would neyer ]end himself to tbe
dOnothing rele of a Manteuffel, nor yet allow himself te, become an old
Property between tbe bands of a sovereign, at once mystical, fantastical, and
11avering. Tbis waiting for Ilsomethiig,) to turn up " attitude on tbe part
Of Prussia irritated, but nover duped, ail te Great Powers, so tbat on tbe
conclusion of tbe war they resolved te, exclu<le Prussia from the Congress
If Paris. This would have been to reduce Prussia to the rank of a second-
clasa Power. It was Napoleon III. wbo insigted on Prussia being invited,
alnd Frederick William in return expressed bis eternal gratitude to
eapoleon 111.

That was the moment wlhen the political genius of Bismarck broke
'ut; when be tried his wings; when be exbibited bis lucid and profound
Vw of the future, hii boldness of plans united to firminess and cynicismi

Xin tbeir execution. Bismarck's programme was to mnaintain cordial relations
With ail the Cabinets, and bold out to eacb the possibility of Prussia being
their ally. Napoleon knew the play of the Prince, pooh-poohed it, as not
beinig worth serious opposition. It was only after Sedan that the Einperor

hiPvee is penalty for poob-poobing persistently Bismarck, and con-
8ering him to he simply a foot, as ho estiniated bim at Biarritz.

But sheer ability atone would not bave made Bismarck's astonisbing
licss e found in events his caum cards. The leading rotelts of

te Treaty of Zuih h 83Polisb mns irrection ; Denmark dismemnbered,
d'16 to the saine causes as led to tbe partition of Poland-petty antagonistic
rlvalrY between France and England; Sadowa; tbe python cols of decep.
t'onl entwined round Napoleon ;the re naissance of liberalism in France.
ýQch were the leading events on the side of Bismarck ; a succession of
%dvanitages that neither Ricbelieu, nor Mazarin, nor Frederi, k Ir. ever
6eperienced. Tbey were the numberless faults, contradictions, and duplici-
t'es of Napoleon III., wbich made the grandeur of Prince Bismarck-who
Ottschemed ail tbe scbemers.

Panny Mendelssohn, d'après les Mémoires de son fils. By F. SergY
(Renwald). Appetite cornes with eating. Tlhe public is ravenous for
lnenioirs.- but Lben sucb are more or less the bone of our bone aud the flesh
Of Ou, flesb. Fanny wus the eldest sister of Mendelssobn, and in a measure
h'8 Egeria. She married tbe painter, Ilensel, wbo en,joyed a famnous repu-

to'tl1 in Germany. Naturally tbe wbole fanîily was musical. Goethe
'f'Ould frequently drop in, to ask Fèlix, tbe IIinfant prodigy," to make a
littie noise for bim at tbe piano. When donc, Goetbe would kiss Men-
4el8schn.Wa necag fafcinbtentoclbiis;oe r

h8decline of life, the other at iLs aurura ! Tbougb Goetbe spoke softly,
hCould use it seems a voice of "lten tbousand stentor-power." Fànny and

lier husband came to, reside ut Rome, and white there encountered Gounod,
*owas a sizar student of music. Fanny bocame a sort of maternai

Madamie Weldon towards hi, lie was passionately fond of German
1111c, and which exercised a curious etct on bis excessively passionate

anid romantie temiperamient-" sinîilar as if a bombshell bad exploded in
the bouse" Undoubtedly the influence of Fanny Mendelssohn facilitated
the development of Gounod's genius. Perhaps in bis Faust for exumple.

Gounod always had a tendency to religious mysticism. Lacordaire's
Preaching in Rome had made a deep impression on bis mmnd, so much so,

t.Q ounod was on the point of tbrowing up music for the pulpit. Hie
W5a5 enrolled in the Order of St. Jobn tbe Evangelist, composed of young
art Fitudents sympatbizing witb the teachingy of Lacordaire, tilI Gounod set
Ul'as a Peter the flermit himself, preachin'g the regeneration of humanity
hi Ilteansi of the Fine Arts. IVREA.

A TRIP TO ENGLAND.-1I.

FEUDALISM, like Monasticism, is a tbing of the past, thougl it lias left ita
traces on law and social organization. Its abodes, like tbose of Monastic-
15 m, are muies. One here and there, like a krýigbt excbunging his armour
for te weeds of peace wben war was over, bas beeni sof toned and developed
intu,- a palace or a mansion, as in tbe case of Warwick, tbe abode of the
"lLust of tbe Barons," of Aluwick, the fortress of thie Perdies, and
that of tbe great keep of Windsor itself. In every part of the land, on
heights and coînmanding points, shiattered ruins mark the seat from wbich
feudai lordship once looked down in its migbt and pride upon a land of
serfs. Even tbe loftinems of tbe situation and tAie more bracing air must
bave belped to nourishi in tîme Norman chief tbe sense of superiority to the
poasants or burghers wbose habitations cowered below. Iu their day these
fortresses, the more important of thein at least, were creations of niilitary
architecture, equal. perhap8 lu its way tu the ecclesiastical arcbitecture
which created the catliedrals. Owing h -iis power, bis security, bis import-
ance Lu the strength of bis castle, and every day surveying it, the lord
would be always occupying hinîuself in perfecting bis defences. To under-
stand wiîat a castle was, and how it was attacked and defended, it is
necessary te, read some work on mîlitary architecture, like that of Viollet
Le Duc, and thus te enable ourselves to restore in fancy not only the stone'
structure of which the fragments are before us, but the wooden platforma
uipon. whicli the defeuders fougbt. Il Destroyed l)y Cromnwell " is the usual
epitapli of an Etiglisli castle. But generally speaking, gunpowder and
social progress were the combiued powers before which the massy walls of
tbe feudal Jericbo felI down. Sometimes the castle ruins stand mute
records of the past in tbe mnidst of some tbriving city, and tbe castie bill,
couverted into a pleasuro ground, forais the evening iounge of the burghers
whose forefathers its frowningî battîcînts overawed. Evil memories
haunt tlnaie duiîgeots, now laid open to, the ligbt of day, in which the
captives of feudalism once pinod. Berkeley rang with Lthe shrieks of an
agonizing king. Poumfret, too, saw a detbroned monarcb tneet tbe usual
fate of the dethroned, and afterwards saw the hupless enemies of Richard
III. pass Lu the trag'ic deuth wbicb in the Lime of the Wars of the Roses
iad become almost tIse commun lot of nobility and ambition. With the
very naine of custle is connected the dreadful memory of the feudal anarchy
in the time of King Stephen, wben castles were multiplied, and each of
them became the den and torture-bouse cf some Front-de-Boeuf, with lis
band of marauding muercenaries, so that tIse cry of the people was that
Christ and the sainits slept. This is the dark side of the history wbich
the ruinis of casties recaîl. On the other hand, it shouid be remembered
that te lord of thse fetidal castle did after his fashion the necessary service
of an irun Lime. If lie oppressed the dweliers beneath bis rainparts, le
also protectod tbem against oLher oppressors. Iu the days before regular
and cemtraiized administration local lordsbip was in fact, in the rural
districts at least, about the ouly possible instrument of social and politicai.
organizýttion. By iL alune cuuld the rough justice of the times be meted
cut, or the forces of the comnmuuity cadled forth for national or local
defemîce. The life of a lord tben was not oue of sybaritism, but of very
liard work. If ho was goud, us a certain proportion cf the lords tic doubt
were, the Lie between bila and bis vassals, tbýugh repugnant Lo the idea8
of Modern deinocracy, was nuL necessarity bateful or degrading : iL bas
supplied cougenial food for poetry and romance. Unider a weak king like
Steplien the castles were strongltolds cf anarclîy, and Stephen's strong
succe~ssor, wbzen hie demtolislted a great nuinbem cf them, packed off the
mercoîtaries wbo ltad itanned them, aîtd strictly eufomced the law against
uniicensed fortificationt, must have been blessed by ail his people. But
agaiust a king wbe was toc strong and uimied at absolute power the
baronuge was the rude champion amsd tmustee cf liberty. Had tbe royal
mercenaries been able te sweep the kingdom witheut resistance, net law
and order but Lte uutemper-d sway cf a despot's wiii would bave been the
resuit. Nor ought iL te bo forgotten that rude and course us life in these
casties was, lu Lhem teck place a very happy change in the relations
between tîte sexes and the cbaracter cf douiestic life. In the cities of
anLiquity the mci lived together lu public, wbite the women were shut up
ut home almnost as in a harem. But mn the castle tbe sexes lived constantiy
together, and Lhe lord niust have learned Lu tind bis daily happiness in the
conmpany cf bis lady. Thither, toc, came the troubadour witb bis lays and
the trouvere wiLh biis tales, Lbmice welcome whcn there was ne newspaper,
ne salon, ne theatre, and retined the minds of the iumates of the castie
while Lhey beguiled the weary hour.

In the architecture of the castles, us lu that cf the cathedrals, theme are
successive phtases wltich mark the cbanging times. A stern Norman keep,
such as that cf Rochester, recalîs the days in which the conquered Saxon
looked up with feur and batred te the bld cf the Conqueror. Graduaily,
as tintes grew m ilder, the Norman keep was seftened, through a series of
modificatiomns into the fortitied inansion, such as Bodiam, in Sussex, built
by one cf the companious-in-arams cf Edward III., out cf lis wimînings
in the Frencb wars. At last we coîne te a inausion like Hurstmcnceaux,
aise in Sussex, which betokeits the final transition into the manor bouse.
Hurstmonceaux is worth visiting were it only as a specimen cf brickwomk
wbich puts cur uge te shame. Ouiy a fragment cf it, however, remains.
The rest was pulled down lu a fit cf spleen, it is said, by a proprietor on
wbose grave rests the antiquary's malison. The castellated mansion of
ilever, ln Kent, bas been mure fortunate. The great custles of the north,
sudh as Wuikworth, Naworth, Alnwick, and Ford, recaîl the memories cf
the wild Border wars cf Hotspur and cf Chevy Chase. The castles of
Wales, notably Carnarvon, tell cf the strategy and poiicy cf Edward, the
greateat nlot only cf Lhe Plantagenets, but of ail medimevai kings.
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