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CURLING.

Tobogganing and curling appear to
have been in a gai-ne of see-sawv for some
few seasons past, with the advantage de-
cidedly iii favour of the latter just at pre-
sent. As the inîerest in toboganning lias
decayed, so has the niembership of the
curling clubs increased ; and the gai-e of
curling is of such a very seductive charac-
ter that the infi.ction having once been
caught escape from the toils appears to be
almiost imp11 ossible. It is ver>' seldomi in-
deed that the stanes and besoin are relin-
quishied after having once been assiiiied.

The Ontario Branch R. C. C. C. have
held thieir annual meeting annd the group-
ing of the vatious clubs for the blue ribbon
of the Province-the Ontario Tankard-
has been announced. I will endeavour
during the cornlng season to publish a
complete record oi the cornpetition-both
the primiary and final-for this intercsting
trophy, which is par excellence the curl-
ing competition of the Dominion, nearly
i00 clubs participating in the priniaries,
and the finals usually occupying ail the
attention and nearly aIl the ice of the
Toronto curlers for two days or more.

The Canadian Branch, R.C.C.C., have
not yet held their annual meeting; and
their dilatorintss in this respect is but a
type of the distance they lag behind their
brethien in the west in aIl matters con-
nected with their works. While the
Ontario association have by energy and
intelligent activity aided and encouraged
the developinent of clubs in every villige
in the P>rovince, the Queb~c or Canadian
Branch have b', their indifférent and per-
fitnctory manner of performni ng thei r duties,
manifesting a careicss indifference as to
whether clul:,s becamne enrollcd as inbers
cr not, actually allowed clubs to slip froin
their grasp, and abandon their irons for
the more friendly if less scientific granite.

It behoves the Canadian Branch to
bestir themisclves, 'inless it is their wish
to sc a nioderately siali s-ate grow
sinaller still anci beautifully less.

ht is strange how completely alone the
Canadian Branch stands froi the rernain-
der of the curling commutnity. I helieve
1 amn riglit in saying that they are the only
curlers in the world tising iron iîîstead of
granite for " stanes," and tlîey fori a
barrier between the eastern and western
Curlers of the Dominion which it is a pity
<lirmfot l)e obliterated.

There can be tu) question the irons en-
aible a much dloser and more scientïfic
gaine to he played than the stones do;
but there is more boisterous fun over the
latter and none of that intense earncstness
and business like anxiety whichl not un-
frequently charactcriies ami iron gaine.

Tlhe weight of the stoncs 1.cing -o much

less than the average irons,-the one
weighs about 40 pounds while the other
runs perhaps 6o pounds,-nakes the gaine
with stones a rnuch quicker one than the
other.

The iron travelling up the rink witb a
slow methodical pace, carried along on a
keen day alrnost by its own weight, gives
ample space for anxious careful watching
and no little arixiety as to whether it will
just accoml)lishi the objert w'ith which it
wvas delivered, or barely miss it by a frac-
tion of an inch. This slow motion is
altogether unknown to the st-'ne players,
as their lighter weapons require a more
rapid delivery than the iron, and travel up
the rink in a more hasty, Jf less accurate
manner, and make the gaine both quicker
and more lively.

I know I will incur the wrath of aIl iron
players rit the bare thought of suggesting
the substitution of the granite for the iron;«
but it is to be regretted in the interests of
union and good fellowship that the iron
wvas ever introduced.

It may be said that many iron playing
clubs have outfits of granites, and are
always willing to play a gaine if the chance
occurs. This, however, is not the same
as il the granite was the regular weapon of
war for thei ; and it is no satisfaction
and very little pleasure for memibers of
an iron playing club to play a stone play-
ing one or vice versa

Will anyone encourage me in an effort
to have granite adopted throughiout the
Dominion ?

SKATING.
Th'Le annual meeting of the Canadian

Amnateur Skating Association bas been
held in Montreal.

'Flic report regrets the lack of interest
showîî ini the Association outside of the
city. In only one, place apart froini Mon-
treal-Ottawa--as the Association more
than a single memnber.

This certainly is not encouraging, but
it niay vcry reasonably be asked, wlîat
possible advantage is there to he gained
by joining the Association ?

ht has always seerned to ile that there
was a want iii this Association which
would have to be sul)llied before it could
be madle sufliciently intereszing to the
average skater t() induce hum i t becomne
a member. WVhat this want is, or how to
supî)ly it, I regret to say I cannot suggest,
alt'ough I have tried to think the miatter
out more than once.

WVhen I saw that Mr. E. S. Cloiîston
hacl been elected 1resident for the cur-
rent year I tlîought thc difficulty mighit be
solved, if broughît before hlm, and it wvas
with very great regret [ found hie had been
obligcd to decline the offce.

It is most uinfortunate for the skating
association that hie could miot have given
themi on.e season as their chief officer, for
if there is one ni-n in the D.ominion nmo.e
fitted than -tno;,her to iquickly grasip a
situation, and devisc a remiedy of amy

d fect therein, it is the presenit General
Manager of the Bank of Montreal; and
the saie <jualitits which in business
affairs enable hlmi to take in at a glance a
position which cals for considerablé
thought fromî others to understand, would
have proibibly found a remedy for the
semni moribund condIition of the skating
assGdciation.

1 would he glad if anything could bie
done to increase the interest in this asso-
ciation and uts work, and will gladly
receive any suggestions to that eénd.

HOCKEY.

Clubs are organizing and reorganizing
in larger numbers than ever this season,
and the activity displayed makes it very
evident that the popularîty of this favour-
ite gamne is still on the iscending grade.

Froin a spectator's point of view, hockey
is probably the best gaine played iii Can-
ada, and a match between two first class
clubs ought to draw quite as good a gate
as any lacrosse match.

The Provincial Associations fn Ontario
and Quebec have reorganized, but I have
not seen notices of meetings in any of
the other pr(vinces.

Two of the features of the meeting of
the Ontario Association are greatly to be
regretted. The fac. that it hias been con-
sidered obligatory upon the Association
to expel a club frorn its inembership so
early silice the organization, cannot but
be considered as a iiiost unfortunate oc-
currence. That the action of the Asso-
ciation was flot warranted 1 do not fur a
moment mean to insinuate, but it is too
bad that a club which alppa.renitly had
very good material in it, shoul(l have been
allowed to fali under the con roi of sud>l
uindesirable parties as appear to have se-
cured the St. G;eor<'e's.

1 notice that although the Association
lias disqualificd the St. George's as a club,
the memibers of it are not individuaull af-
fected. Surcly this is not quite righît, i f
correctly reported. Some of the nienihers
of this club inust have been responsible
for the very reprehiensible miisnianage-
muent, and if they are ail to be eligible for
mieml)ersliip in other clubs they nîay car-
ry theli wrecking tacties into otlier quar-
ters, and do more damuage tlîatî they are
worth.

I certainly would favour refiîsing p)er-
mission to any, of the officers or mnimbers
of cotîiiîiitee of the expelled club to join
any other club in the Union, until the
obligations wvhich they had incurred lhad
beemi discharged.

Another regrettable (eature of the re-
p)ort wvas the auinotincenient of the resig-
nation of the Lindsay Club fromi the
Association. TIhis club played well Iast
year, and indeed intich of tie credit of
organizing tlîe Association itself belongs
to the main prop of the fiidsay Cluib,
that keeri anîd aý-tive I)lýyer Mr. Johin A.

i3rowhGc'ýî c% cry otanthrough.


