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A TALE OF POLAND.

(Transll'.fcd from the French by Mys, J. Sadlier.)
CHAPTER XVIL

The prayers were not ended when sowme boys
1o had been on the watch, _rushed into the
v b, crying out: ¢ Tle Russians are coming !
Ch?::cre’they are just at hand?”
ﬂlljpon this, all arose from their knees with an
Jfirighted air, yef no one attempted to fly.—
« My friends,” said the vicar, ¢ have courage, [
hoseech you, Iere we must awail them—they
Jeand of us the abandomment of our faith, let
s show them, then, by our firmness aod fortitude,
hov deeply engraven it is on our hearts,  Let
us continue OUr Prayers, and then commence
tiyma, for Ctod hears us and will bless our devo-
ton 1o Him?>

Tumediately the suspended prayers were re-
med in 2 loud, clear voice, when the priest v
pidly approached Raphael a'nd said to him : *¢ e
tire now, I entreat you'! You belong not to this

perish—your example is uot reg,uu-ed here, and
++her duties summon you asway.’

« Nay, it may be necessury tlu\t.I should re-
main to winess the sequel,” replied l‘iap‘.mel,
a iier me, therefore, to keep my place ! '

i “g—no,” returnwd the priest wit.h einphasis,
“ yau, tao, fave a pious task to perform, :1~nv.1 !
cannot consent that you shonld now throw away
vour fife, where 1t canno! be of the Ec::ns e 1o
e or my prople.  Come, follow ne " Raphael
could o loupey resisty so he suliered the priest to
deaw hom away through the sanctuary, and o
ssedience to the divection of his finger he eross-
¢d ihe cemetery into the lields. 'ljhare was litde
time for parting salutabions, and in o wisute or
1wg the pasior was agala kneeling in the midst of
iy floek. )

A {uw minutes passed away in .h:arﬂli‘cxpgc—
tiion, and then the loud voll of the Iiussian
énvne without the clureh, vose high above the
pace of prayer withm.  Very soon after, a Rus-
stan priest made is appearance, accompanied by
¢.oal officers and 2 magisirate, being all mem-
bers of 4 commission established by the Emjperor
for the regulatiou of ecclesiastical aﬂ'airs:. wl.lilv:
berond i the porch was seen a ling of gln:ex:mg
bagenets. ‘The president of the erclesiastical
camission (he was a colonel in the imnperial
ey then aclvanced to the vicar,and pointing to
the iusston priest be saud in an imperious tone

- 3ir, His tiajesty has given vou a successor,
te whom you will instantly give up the keys o!
ti - thurel, und follow us to give an aceount of
your conduet, for his is o strauge way of execut-
it the onders you have received.  Youare per-
fectly aware that you were commaniled to close
jour church, and to abstain fromall religions ma-
nfestations in this parish until your successor bad
acrived.”

Yy eonseience, sir, forbade me to obey these
erders,? returned the vicar calmly, ¢ and enjoin-
ed me moreover, (o exercise the functions of my
aflice (Wl the last moment

# How ?—do vou mean to say that your can-
science proiapled you fo disobey the JSmperor 77
domanded the interrogutor, articulaling every

word with so strong an emplasis, as though he
could not believe such a thing possible, * why,
that is madaess, stiil more than blasphemy ! We
skafl speedily apply a remedy to your disease, my
good man! For the present, give'up the keys
of the church, I tell you agaw, awd consider
yourself as u prisoner !’

“I caunot abandon the temple of the Lord to
a enemy of bis holy law?” replied the priest,
raising his voice so as to encourage by Dlis ex-
ample his terrified people. ¢ Violence and im-
picty may profane this church, bui never shall I
acknowledge as my successor a man who brings
bither only sacrilege and imposture 17

“Is it thus you receive the Linperor’s com-
mands?* thundered out the colonel, his face livid
with rage.

“It is thus I acquit myself of my duty to
Gog!”

“Carry off this reprobate,” roared the colonel,
“ and scourge him till the blood runs from him in
streams.”

_The soldiers quickly advanced to seize the
micar, who made a sign that he was willing to
follow them ; and then turning towards his peo-
Ple, who pressed around him with tears and la-
mentatisus : « My children!” said lie, in-a voice
which touched every heart, “ be hirm and cou-
fageous on behalfl of your faith, and never lose
sight of the precept, ¢ Reader unto Cewsar the
things that are Cmsar’s, but unte God the things
that are Go(’s.”

. “ Silence, sirral ™ eried the colonel sternly,
and march on the instant—we shall see who is
master here! Wemore him.”

No sooner had the priest been dragged froin
the church than the officer turned to the afflicted
congregation, and made a haughty gesture com-
manding them to Jisten.

“Good people,” said he, * they would abuse
Jour credulity by preaching up revolt and disobe-

dience. You well know how great was your
crime in taking up arms agamst your sovereiz,
and had reason 1o tremble for the punishmnent of
your offence.  Yet his gracious majesty, in the
plenitude of his goodness, will ot only overlook
your rebellion, hut wishes even to admit you
amongst his most faithful subjects. Ience it is
that we remove from you an infatuated priest
whose seditious doctrines would draw down rum
upon you, aud give you in his place one who en-
joys the imperor’s confidence, and who will in-
struet you in your duties to that angust sove-
reign. I expect your clicerful submission.”

A moura{ul silence was the only reply, and the
Russizn priest stepped forward to say something
for himself. * Dear children,” said he, in smooth
aceents, © I am exceedingly happy to see you all

i assembled around we, as it affords me a precious

opportunily to tmake known to you the sacred
mission confided to me.  De notalarmed 5 1 have
no olher code than the Gospel, and this T wiii
expound to you in a wmanner that will, I am sure,
give you entire satisfuction. By listening to my
advice you shall never have cause to fear those
chastisements and  torments wherewith rebellion
is punished.  Of that you may rest assured, so
we shall now proeeed with a trifling ceremony
which will terminate this first meeting.  Jach
oue us he leaves the church will sign this paper
which Lol i my Lapd, and which relates solely
to the magnanitasus will of the Emperor.  After
that you will all be regarded as faithful and obe-
dient subjects.” .

# Whalever else we way he, we are and will
retain Catholies, with (God's assistance ! re-
turned the Poles with oue voice.

« N exclamations there—be silent?” cried
the colonel as drawing his sword, he accompaniad
the Tussian priest to the door. A guard of sol-
diers quckly appeared and led (he people one after
the other to the presence of the conunissioners.
e lirst who was brought up refused to sign the
paper, saymg, “ I am, and will be a Catholic.”

« But, wny fricud, you canunot as such he a
fuithful subject of the Emperor

# Remember,” added the colonel, *¢ that your
life is at stake.”

« 1 do remember,” said the peasant with a re-
sojute air— I know that I have but oncs to
die ?” il

“ Yes, but there are many ways of dying,”
interposed the priest, who yearned for the honor
of a conversion, ¢ and why would you knowiugly
cxpose yoursell to the tmast rigorous torinents [

« Suffering and dying for Gods suke, I shall
be well repud in etermty 172

« Wnough ™ eried the coloned, ** to the knout
with this wretch!?

"Ulie sentence was fortivwith executed, yet the
victim endured lis sufferwmgs without & smgle
complaint.  Whilst the first was undergoing the
torture several others were examined, but nothing
could be made of them, and they were succes-
sively given up to the fury of the executioners.—
In order to spare the recital of these atrocilies,
all too sadly attested by history, let it suflice to
say that the entire parislh, men, wowmen, anfl chil-
dren, were that day mangled and torn with lhu.
whip. Even the priest bimself, in a phrenzy of
wrath, was seen to Jay hold oun the knout, and
since he could not seduce the people from their
fuith, hie lashed then with vengeful fury till their
blood streamed on the pavement. About a hun-
dred of he principal inhabitants were lo:xfle'(l
with chains and conveyed o the nearest jail;
where, however, they could not be received, as
it was already filled with victims from other pa-
rishes.  They were then huddled logether 1
dwnp, cold hovels, like so many heusts of bur-
den. A short time aller, aving beea again
cruelly pumshed, they were all restored 1o libur.lj,
as the authorities found it Qnpossible to give
even the smallest allowance of lood to the vast
ultitudes whe filled their dungions,

Meanwhile, Raphael had entered on bis peril-
ous journey through Russia proper, and in pro-
portion as he moved farther away from  those
provinces which had been the theatre of the
late revolution, he found the country more tran-
quil and less disturbed.  Being furnished with a
regular passport lie journeyed along without any
annoyance, as every one took him Jor a larinless
travelier, and none dreamed of suspecting him of
having any other object in view thau that which
he professed tohave. Yet as ke drew near the
gaol of his pilgrinage he fouad that a. thousand
durk prescatinents sprang up to distur bis wind.
Calenlating on the data i his possession he knew
that Rosa and ner father must have been already
three months or thereabouts in their dreary ex-
ile.  Bven iff Rosa had recovered Irom the ef-
fects of her crucl punishinent, was there any
veason to hope that she could live under the pri-
vatops, and the svflvrings, and the igoowiny Lo
be eodured in that desolate region?  She whe
had been brought up in the enjoyment of all life’s
luxurics—she who bad been loved and served as
a superior being, and whose years had passed
away calmly and beautifully, how could she oul-
live the fearful blows which bad been so relent-
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lessly inflicted—cxposed to the coarse rude jests
of the brutal Russian soldiery, and perbaps kept
constantly at hard and painful labor? What an
ice-bolt shot through Raphael’s heart as he shud-
deringly asked bimself—¢ and does she yet live 17
There was every probability that she had sunk
under the load of her misfortunes, and as this
thought pressed closer and closer upon him, Ra-
phael shrapk with timid apprehension from the
certamty which he might soon expect.

e reached Pobolsk towards the end of March,
and notwithstanding all his impatience to com-
mence his search he deemed it necessary to lull
suspicion by employing bimsell for some time jo
s commercial avocations. Yet in secret he
made every inquiry that might facilitate lis great
enterprise.

CHAPTER XVIIL

On their arrival at T'obolsk, Bialewski and his
dawghter were confined for some time in the com-
mon priven, at the disposal of the {zovernor, who
was lo tnake known to them the final intentions
of the [Smperor; and for filteen days they were
treated with all the severnty of Russian imprison-
ment. The worst of all was that the father and
daughter had been placed in separate cells, so
thal they «ould hold no sort of communication
with each nluer. "his Iast stroke overwhelmed
the Count with sorraw and apprehencion, sinee
ke could no leager see his child, nor protect her
from the merciless insults to which she was ex-
posed. A morial anguish preyed upon his heust,
and hie wsell must have given way beneatl the
overpowering pressure had not a change sceur-
red in the order of things, just when it was least
expected.  Oae day a message wppeared to suli-
won him belore the Gavernor who received him
with a show of politeness, and said :

] liave to inform you of the decision ol the
Emperor with respeet to you, and I also expect
your daughter here, as she 1s henceforth to be as-
sociated mn your fate.”

“ Oh my (vod ! exclaimed the Count, unable
to restrain his joy 5 © on this condition 1 willing!y
aceept whatever else {ay have to bear.”

# Yespdruly, it is a very geeat favor which our
gracious Sovereign has conferved upon you, aad
he wishies thereby to Jet you see that his genercus
heart can feel even for rebellious subjeets.—
Nevertheless, you have cownmitted a grievous of-
lence against bis imperial authority, and you are
about to fearn your final punishment. But here
comes your daughter,”

Just then Rosa entereid, and was instantly
foided in her father’s army ; she, tao, had feared
that they were o meet no imore on earth, and
now when she saw him again—when his protect-
ing arm once more encircled her, she wept like a
ehild in the excess of her joy, until even the
Governor was touched by the sight of such pure
aud devoted affection.

“ Madiune " said he, * this happiness at feast
may still be yours, aed I would it were in my
power to restore to you in like manner all that
you have jost.”

“Oh, sir?” returned Bosa, with a grateful
sutile, ¢ we ain willingly sacrifice to ur country
that rank and fortune which we have lnst—we
anly disire to be lelt tagether in our exile.”

“ You shall have that consolation, then,” re-
sumed the Governor, who could not help adinir-
g the lolly courage, and calm resigoation of
one so young and apparently so delicate.  © So
now, my lord the Count 1 1 shull at once let yon
kunow the orders which 1 huve receved,  His
Majesty, in cousideration of your former ranl,
will dispense with your lubor and thal ol your
daughter, in the mines with the other criminals.
You shali be i some sort restored to liberty, and
way live as would a coloni:t.  Still, as your
estates are confiscated to the crown, you must
carn your bread Capith the sweat of your brow’
—Ior T wn positively forbidden to render you any
pecuniary ussistauce,  In fact, his Majesty con-
siders that he stretches his indulgence too far
when be does not send you 1o the mines. So
now you can choose your dwelling either in Vo-
bolsk or within the cirenit of a Jeague beyond af,
You will, however, bear fa miad that T am pever
to Jose sight of you or your moveinents.”

The Count bowed m silepce, and withdrew
with his duughter. ile was, then, free, and his
child was restored to hiin—favors of which he
had uot had the slightest expectation.  Alas! he
wss soon undeeeived us to the fancied clemency
of the Czur. 'I'rue be wes free in Tobolsk, but
ina stale of the most complete destitution.—
With much dificulty he discovered, beyomd the
gates of the city, a small hut *which might serve
to shelter himzelf and bis daughter from the rigor
of the climate. 'The uext thing was to seek
some employent which would furnish some of
the necessaries of life, bat this was no easy task
for one who had fallen under the Emperor’s dis-
pleasure.  So great was the fear of displeasing
the authorities that it extinguisned all sense of
pity for the sufferings of the unhappy exiles.—
On the other hand the Count, already advanced
in years, knew not what work te apply for: and

yet he bad not a moment to lose, for already the
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beautiful face of bis beloved child grew pale and
thin for want of food. He went from house to
house offering to give lessons, and to take charge
of the education of children, bul his services
were everywhere rejected.  Weak and exhaust-
ed, he was obliged to return to his muserable shed,
where Rosa met him with a smile of ineffuble
sweetness, aud said in a voice subdued to calmn-
ness:

# T have Leen just thinking, my dear [aiher,
that perhaps 1 might be more successful than you
have been in awakening the compassion of these
people.  Will you permit me to make the at-
tempt 7—something tells me that 1 shull have
good success.”

“What! you, my child: expose yoursell to
the jibes and iosults of these hard-hearted eiti-
zens ! Nolnever can T consent to such a thing.”

“ My father,” replied osa, with celestial
sweetness, * we must humble ourselves to the low-
est, and eourageousty adore the holy wili of God,
Be assured that he will draw us from this abyss
of wrelchedness, provided we show ourselves
worthy of his wmercy by our wmurinuting vesig-
natton.  (Give me only an hour or two, aud you
shall see Uat I will bring you goed news.”

Posa then presented herself at the doors of
several houses, oue after the other, a» uo one
would wenture to employ an exile, with no
areater suceess than bee fatier. Yol some
rellef nast be oblatned in order o jres rve fite,
and 10 save ber father from e racking torment

of seeing her whom he loved better than I‘.im-}

self enfforing the pangs of lumger.  Coanguering
by a heroic efiort, the grievous repugnance where-
with she could not but regard beggmg, she re-
sotutely held out ber hand and solicited aluw, in
o low trembling vowee, for she feared that they
who had refused to ewploy her woull ot give
any grutuitous aid.  But this time they dJdid not
refuse, for it would have been next to hepossible
to sve such a ~ight without being moved to com-
passion 5 besides, some picces of money given
in secrel cauld fot compromize wuy one. tuving
thus ebictned a small swn, llosu returned to her
father with an ascured smile, carefully conceal-
ing the means by wiieh it bad been acquired.—

! Day by day she wuent out, under pretence of seck-

tag employment, though the fact was that the
noble girl, finding that employment would not be
given her, went from doar to door Lewging that
bread which was to save ber futirer’s life and ber
awn. Assuredly she would have preferred death
a thowsand times, but stie thought of her father,
and she thought of Ler God, who had not, when
on vartl, “ua spot whereon to fay his hend,” wad
she drvw (rom the remembrance w sord of strungth
which enabled lier to persevere. But sueh -
mility awd resigvation were nol (o go unresward-
ed.  Having presented  hersell oue day av the
office of a rich merchant who was also a baker,
she begun os she always did, by asking some ear-
ployment for hersell or her father,  'Vhe banker
much intecested by the noble bearing of the
‘voung supplicant, azked *in what way she or ber
father could make themselves useful {”

“ My farber, sir)? suid Rosa modestly, < can
undertake the situation of clerk ar accountant,
and for myself, T would yive lessons to young
ladies tn music oud Freacl, with other branehes
of education.”

The merchant seemed to reflect for soine mi-
nntes, then making a sign for Rosa fo awail bis
returg, Bte went ouls  In o shorl time Ly reap-
peared with bis wife aud two young givls, Eaving
mterrogated the young strauger, this gentleman
and his wife quickly discovered thar she was
well able to perform what she  undertook, und
they requested her to bring Ler father to them,
Next day bath laiber and doughter were vogaged
—the Count as office-clerk, and Rosa as gover-
ness to the young ladies. It is true the remune-
ratien was miserasly small, for the merchant had
not fatded to take advantage of their necessitous
condstion 5 but they, who were only too much re-
joiced to obtain any little certainty, thankhuly
accepted the offered conditions.  In order not to
comproinise himsell or Iis family, the banker had
stipulated that the father and daughter should not
live in tis house, so every exening they repaired
1o their wretched hovel, each concealing from the
other the prvatiens and the hardships which they
had to endure.

Let us now return to Raphael, whom we left
prosecuting iis secret inquiries after the beloved
exdes.  Adroitly availing himself of his charac-
ter of a traveiling merchant, he took every op-
portunity of acquiring information. Little was
to be learped in thul way, however, for no one
wished to speak on the subject of politics, or to
hazard any remarks on the condition ot any of
the exiles. e then watched his opportumty to
ronverse with sowne one of those unfortunate
Poles who wandered 1n the streets houseless and
homeless.  Accordingly, laving one day encoun-
tered a young man, apparently about twenly
years of age, whose dark, animated conntenance
at once announced him as a son of Poland. Ra-
phael contrired to bring him to bis own lodgings.

“ My friend,” said he, “are you a Pole?”
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“ Yes, that { am ! rejoined the other, * what
would you of me?”

¢« Most probably yon were sent here for being
implicated in thie fast rebellion—am I right??

¢ Rebellion ! repeated the youth with indig-
nant emphasis, “ 1 can never recognise as rebel-
lion the genevous etforts of an entice uation to
shake ol the dread yoke of foreign tycanny !

“ Nor can [, exclaimed Raphael, with an
entire chapge «of manner, aud holling out his
hand to the voble youth; “ but in our present
position it hehoves us to understand the opinions
of these to whow we speak, particalarly if we
would speak of pohiical events, or persons there-
i concerned, 1, oo, am a Pole, and | wish to
kuow it” you cau tell me where the Count Dia-
lewsku now s—LHor T am swee yon aze acquaiuted
with Jis pame 17

“AVhat Dole is there who knows not that ho-
naved pame 7 petwened the youog man. # Yes,
Ucan tell you something about hiwm, an< about
his dasghter, too, for they are ioth emplayed in
aerchant’™ house here in this ey, and I ocan
show 1t 02 you in n day or two, whea § have in-
quired of soine ol iy comrides who have had
acemsion Lo see my fard the Count ™

= Ry obtaing this information for me sx soon
as you passinly ean, you will confer on me a very
areat favor.  Aod now bow can Lroorve you I

* By piving me yowr esteem 1

SO asto it T owilt go faether? 523l Ra-
phaet, < for oy Pricndslip sbhall be youes; but
sitffur et ofler you this puree- —you may find 165
contents st w-efd heve, and you wilb not, 1
lope, refise ity Sor 1 oler it net as n gift, but
ax s debt due 19 2 brather in dlistress,”

“Ninee sueh are your sentiments, sic, T wild
aceept your friendly offer, with tie intention  of
shiring yoir donation with my compinions in
misfortune.  And now furewell, sir, |imnust be
oil, Test so long au interview with an cxile might
bring suspicion ‘au yon,”

Baphael was now completely coltevad of his
month-long burden of auxtety.  Hosa and her
father both lived, aud in a few days e hoped ta
sew ther aud vpeak with thear, Wil musing
on this dehghttul prospect, be never gave 2
thougbt to the mwany dougers 2ol difienitees stilk
to be met and surmonnted befare b could attain
his end. Bat wher the first fervor oF s cejoie-
ing had conled dowa 1o sober reasen, e eould
shut his eyes o these things as b had doae—
Having uunee abbiined  aa foteivesw with the
Count, anmd comr o an onderaebag: with aim
op what was to ba doney it would b aloletely
neeestary 49 aslowith prowg tiede, o that the
Russian pohive might have uwo tome {9 thwart the
eiecutinn of their plans, Raplewd, sherefore,
fost ol 2 wament minakiog thase arrapgenits
which might fazifitste their proposed escape.—
b the fiest place (an juitting Tobolsk was by ne
ey didfiewit) o
they woull bent thelr course 80 as to escape
roins the vast empire of Russia, At ene e g
bad oveurred 1o Hiphael than be could avail hin-
self still of bis passport, and with Rose as big
wifi, and to pass hee futher as a secvant, they
might go thraugh the Russian domrimons 25 easily
and as seeurely  as e Dl come whea alone.—
But this plan was searvcely a tnoment entertained,
for the passpast waade no meation of wife or da-
mestic, and besides, as the flight ol the two ex-
iles would be quickly spread abroad, there was
but little clinnee of their not being detected.—
And yet what other plan could be devised T The
map ol all the Bussias was open beiore Raphael’s
eyes, and b considered it over and over, hoping
to discover sonme surer way to elude the pursuit
of the enemy. Iollowing the line of the Ural
tmountains, the natural barrier between Siberia
and Russia in Harope, he came out ou those im-
mense steppes which streteh from the shores of
the Cuspian to those of the Black Sea. This
ronte would be at least one half shorter thuan that
by which aphael iad reached Tebolsk, and that
in itsel was a preat advantage, Moreorer, it lay
thraugh regions entirely uninhabited, or ‘peopled
by Oricatal iribes, whe still retained their primi-
tive snode of life, wandering about with their
flockts from pasture to pasture. It alse occurred
te Raphacl that, m order to keep up his cliarac~
ter as a comumercial traveller, it would be well
to goas soon ax possible to a celchrated fair
which was helid at "Pebit, withun a short distance
of the Ural chuin. That fair was attended by
all the Asiatic tribes who acknowledged the do-
minton of the Czar, and by other nations of those
regions who weat to Tebit to dispose of the va~
ried productions of their art or todustry. Once
there, it would be easy to maké arrangements
with one of those fong caravans, under whose
protection they wight reach the Black Sea, and
thence take shipping for Constantinople. Suck,
then, was the plan 1o which Raphuel turned alt
lis attention, as presenting more and greater
chances of success than any other he couid pro-
ject. _ ‘

His object now was to get rid of as much of
bis merchandise as would enable him to exccute
his plan.  'With this intention he repaired to the




