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THE LAND BILL

CRITICIZED!!

e—

THE GASE LUMINOUSLY WTATED.

H_uv_emme'nt’; Bill Condemned

——

4R, LOVDEN'S ADDRESS IN DUBLIN

Thefollowing speech of Mr. Louden, onse of
the delegates at the Land League mesting,
held in Dublin on the 12th of April, is abont
the clearest wo have yet seen on the ques-
tion i—

Mr. Louden—I therefore must address my-
silf tothe provisions of this bill with great
csution, and with dueregard to the opinions
of those who have made this land movement
what it i (lond applause). Now,I will con-
fine myself a8 far as possible to a more or less
technical criticism of the several clauees of the
il wkich the Government has introduced as
asettlement of the lnod difficulty in Ireland.
Weall know that when the Land Leagune
advocsted the law of Ireland for the people of
Trelsnd there was a body of very influential
politicians (they are not influential now).
who advocated agsinst our programme, the
programme OF principles known as ® fixity of
tenure, free sale, and fair rents.” It is quite
plin thet the Goveromont of the day has
sought to deal with fixity of tenure, free sale,
and fair rents; but I am in a position to
show from the bill before me that if this bill
is passed—if what they call fixity of temure,
free sale, and fair rents were granted, the con-
dition of the tenantry of Irsland would be

worss under the new law than it is
to-day (bear, hear.) I will deal fitat
with free sale, for. it is the first

provided for in the bill, The bill eays that
s tenant may sell his tenancy at the best
price he can get for the same, but subject to
certaln conditions. What are those condi-
tions? The first ig, that if the tenant wishes
fo sell his land, the landlord then and there
has the right to involve him in a law suit.
Now I ask all who have had experience of
the procedure of the land courts in lreland—
who bave had experience of the impoverished
condition of the country, where could there
be found a small tenant farmer, or even a4
farmer of modernte meéans, who would have the
courage to attempt to selt his holding while
the landlord was holding the threat of litiga-
tion over his head (hear, hear and applause)?
We all know whenever (in the past) litiga:
tion has taken place between landlerd and
tenant that the lew has always been on the
sids of the long purse (hear, hear). We know
farther that the "tenant farmers of Yreland
have so little confiderice in British justice
that they will never stand in a British court
and believe that they can obtain justice against
the representatives of British tyranny. . Con.
sequently, if there was nothing else in the
bill o prevent any tenant from gelling than
his threat of & lawsult held.in terrorem over
them that threat will be sufficlent to make
the provisions for ifree sale nugatory, if
not a farce (hear, hear).* Yhat are
the other.objections ?.If the landlord objected
tothe eale the court would have & right to
hear {rom the landlord’s objection against the
purchaser on the ground that he was.a bad
¢haracter. Now, what state of things would
thet bring about? In the first place the
landlord would opeuly advance in court the
pl_ea that .the purchaser was at one time of
.ig- life a Fenian, and I believe that the
<aunty court jndges are men of a class who
wonld hold that the Fenians were not men
of good character (hear, hear). The land-

lord might say that the purchaser was a
man of whose character or of whoss loyalty
Mr. Forster had & reasomable suspicion
(laughter sud applause). He might eay that
h.e Was reasonably suspected of having in-
cited the people to crime; that he was rea-
souably suspected by the Royal Liish Con-
stabulary. Gentlemen, I-have no doubt but
if they could not hit the purchaser any other
way they would raige the question whetber he
went to Mags or church on Sunday, and so on
ad énfinitum, until  they bad mede the judge
believe that thelr characters were tainted,
8nd that, therefore, he ,could not make
& good tensnt farmer... .Now, I am-
almost at a loss. to. know ) that good
egriculture - or skill -in. farming. depend
Upon & man's moral character (hear, hear), but
the Governmert of the day.seom . to.be of a-
dlﬁergnt opinion, and they have .ralsed the
‘dusstion of a man's character as, being a bar
tohis holding land.in Ireland. - A. fair pro-
Viiion 8 made for:an objection against the-
Purchaser, on the ground of ang cause what- -
9%, 80 that in point of, fact the judge would
c:.VB to: tu}m dnte coneideratlon every con-
h"’nble abjection advanced against ihe pur-
Chases by the.landlord, and congeqrently -you,
lor, o glsnce that wherever the laung--
oonléﬂ'.lected 1o the purchaser that no sule
ay th take place : (hear, bear). ‘I therefore
.myz'x 1} the provinion for: free sale. as con-
on _‘Zd In the -bllliig worse than a farce—ip. is
rele Wit to -thedntelllpence of ‘the people -of
ordinm (boary: hear)..: There Is another exfra-
whic P;"Yh l})sm\?:iou_: 'iu-.(th_ia,. bill,; & provision
lgﬂ dlod dntﬁin;‘i olntos object . lo.. perpetunte,
But furmess of - Tratand. . 1t,is ~thig—that
\;hare the landlord hasatany: time duting. the
onaucy reuching: back,, no, mattur how long,
: S detrk pey woda Wbl
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andrthe subjection of the |

has advanced to a tepant one pound for any
purpose whatever in connection with the
holding that the.landlord will be empowered
to bring the tenant into & court of law, and
to have a decree in his favor, that he should
be pald back that pound. Here again is a
provision made for entangling the temant
farmers "in ruinous litigation’ (hear, hear).
Here again 18 a trap laid for the tenant farm-
ars of Ir¢gland by the British Government—a
trap into which he {& bound to fall if
he bas 'any contention with his lanc.
lord.” The . consequence, if this were
aw to-morrow, would be that the condition
of the tenant, 8o far as his freedom is con-
cerned, would be not unearly so good as it is
to-day, when he standsa member ofa great
army which has declared war to the death
against landlordism (loud applause). Gentle-
men, I pass from free sale to what the act
provides in regard to the devolution of hold-
inps; and here I find that the Government
make provision for & system of devolution
which wonld place the tenant farmers of
Ireland in an infinitely worse position than
they hold under the law as it exists to-day.
The law at preeont js as follows
with regard to devolution :~~Where =2
tenant dies, as a rule the family occupy
the holding, receipts are given to mem-
bers of the family in the name of the
representatives of the deceased, and the result
is that in a great majorlty of cases little
homes are not broken up,and-children are
not forced to separate themselves from their
bomes and other members of thelr family
(hear, hear). What is the provision of to-
day? If a tenant leaves by will his holding
to the mother and a son, or to two sons, or to
two daughters, no matter how Inrge that hold-
ing may be, no matter how many that holo-
ing may be capable of supporting, the fact of
his haviog leit it to two members of the
family empowers the landlord there and then
to sell that holding and banish these p#bple
trom it ‘for ever (hear, hear), But there js a
provision even worgse than that. It may be
said, of course, that where tenants knew
what the law was they would not leave their
holdiogs to two members of the family, and

thus they would avoid a sale ; but the act
gays that where the tenant dies without mak-
ing a will, where he is intestate, there the
landlord is empowered to sell out the family
within twelve months (hear, bear). Now,
we all know that men, young men, as a tule,
do not make wills; and we know tbat from
time to time young men meet with ac-
cidental deaths, and am I to under-
gtand that the Government of to-day
propege that In every case where a
young father of a Jamily dles with-
out having made a will that the fact of
that accident justifies the Goverament in
passing a law whereby the landlord may scat-
ter the family to the four quarters of the
globe. I say a more nefarious provision was
was never inserted in an Act of Parllament,
and I say, furthermore, that if that clause were
left in any act which the Government would
pass, it would be better for the peopls to re-
pudiate their law, and remain as they are un-
til they would be in a position to redress their
own wrongs by other means (loud applause).
Gentlemen, I have done mow with the ques-
tion of #ale apnd devolution. I come to
what is known as fixity of tenure. I think
that under the new law fixity of tenure is not
at all provided for, for I find that there are
saving cluuses throughout the bill which
give the landlord almost as many opportun.
ities for banishing tenants as- they enjoy
under the present law. I need only point out
one provision of the bill to show that even
under this proposed law the condition of

T

present, even with regard to the question of

ancy 18 created, wherever the remt Iz fixed
for 156 years, the tenant would find himself
placed in this position that the landlord
contd not turn bim out so0 long as he did not
violate certaln statutory conditions sel io:th
in the bill. 1 need only mention one of
these statutory conditions to show that this

thingof fixity of tenure iz only a sham and

a deluslon. One of the statutory conditions
is that a tenant shall pay the rent the day
it becomes due—that isto say, mark you,
not the day upon which it becomes due by
custom, but the day upon’ which it
accrues due according to law.. Now, we all
know that in Ireland there is such a
thing a8 a hanging gale. We know that a
tanant enjoys the privilege of having at least
six months, and in some cases twelve montns,
to make up his rent. We know the uncer-
tainty of fairs ; we know the uncertainty of
mackets, and we know tbata tenant cannot
at all times command money to pay his rent.
Baoks are not always willing to Advance
money lo tenants, and consequently ny ex-
perience of the tenant farmers of Ireland is
tbis—that in & great majority of cases tenants
ave dvpendent upon fairs to pay their
rents (lLear, hear). Vory well, under
iLis law if the person who had this thing
called fixity of tenure for 15 yenrs was a
week late in the payment of his rént the

landlord wouid he in u position to turn the
man out, Now, gentlemen, you mkist see at
a glance that uader the proposals of this mea- |
sure the tepant, even in regard to fixity of
teuure, would be far wores off than Le is to-
day, foc under tbis law he would lose what
the custom of the .country wow grants him—
#ix or.geven months to make up the rent
-which the landlord domands (hear, hear).
However, suppose for n moment that the
tenantis in possession of a atatutory tenancy,
the . lpndlord - hes placed at his disposal
anobher . means of emburrassing the ten-
anys,. other: mvans even of ruining hbim,
other  monns . of -drlving him irom his
home, than those, of .non-ppymert of rent.
Ho. may, for ;example, resume poesession of
Lis; bolding for the bumefit of the estate, what-
| ever.that may maan, for tle benelt of labor-
ers on the estate. Now, is it not plain that
this clausp ,is, intended to give the landlozd
;an opportuuity. of 8tirring up strifo . between
Jaburers and . the farmers (hear, henr, and ap-

the tenant wounld be far worse than itis at}.

the tenant in this position, that if he acts
against the opinions of the landlord, if he
votes like a freeman, if he votes against the
landlord on the board of guardians (hear,
hear), if he does anything against tbe seig-
norial Tights of this successor of a basterd
feudal lord; in sbort, if he does anythl%:g
against the wish of the landlord, the landlord
bas the power to atir up strife between that
man aod hig labourers, and, in the name of the
labourers, hanish that man and resume pos-
eession of the holding (applause). There is
another ground for the rejection of that part
of the bill by the people of Ireland, Wow, I
tonch on the gnestion of fair rents. What is
a fairrent? He describes a fair rent as fol.
lows :—t A feir rent meaus such a rent as in
the opinion of the court, after hearing the
parties and considering all the circumstances
ot the case, holding, and district, a solvent
tenant would undertake to pay one year with
another;’ and then it says, «“provided that
the court in fixing such rent shall baye regard
to the tenant'’s interest ir the holding, and
the tenant’s interest shall be estimated with
reference to the tenant’s conditions,” amongst
those conditions being the right to “com-
pensation for improvements effected by the
tenaut or his predecessors in title.” Now,
mark the langunage of this clause--¢having

We have been pointing out in the past that
the landlord had no right to rent for the
tenant's improvements in the ¢oil; and we
also pointed out the nefarious injustice of
empowering the landlord to extract interest
in the shape of rent upon property which
belongs to the tenant and not to tha land-
lord (hear, bear). This bill professes to deal
with the question so as to take awsy from
the landlord the right to tax improve-

‘ments made by the tenant; but it is so

worded, it is so conmstructed that the judge
might refuse to take Into consideration wbat
improvements the tenant had made, and 1
believe if the bill were to become law to-
morrow, that the provision, as set forth hers,
would not give eftect to the intention of the
person who suggested this ides, or at least it
would not do justice to the tenant farmers of
Ireland by preventing the landlord from ex.
tracting any rent whatever for those im-
provements he or hig predecessors in title bad
effected {n thesoil. But assuming for a mo-
ment that the court would take into con.
sideration the improvements eflected by
the tenant in the s0il in adjusting
what is a fair rent, the question ariser—Are
those courts 5o constituted that the tenunt
farmera in Ireland could expect to get justice
from them? (“No, no”) To answer the
question I must go badk to the working of
the Land Act of 1870. The act contained
valuable provisions for the benefit of the meun
who live by cultivating the soil of Ireland,
but my experience justifies me in saying that
those provisions have seldom, if ever, been
put in force for the bepefit of the tillers of
the soil. We all know that the 8th section
of this act of 1870 gives to a tenant evicted
for non-payment of rent a tight to the crops
then in the sgoil, or else to compensation for
them ; a- d yet 1 have found at the sessions
in the West, even the other day, that tenants
were under the impression that they were
not entitled to their .crops when evicted ;

Concluded on Fifth Page.

A MONUMENT TO BEACONSFIELD.

Lonpown, April 25,——It is underatood a
proposal will be made in Parliament for the
erection of a8 monument in Westminster
Abbey to Beaconsfield.
————en i AR ———— s

THE CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP.
LonpoN, April 26.—It is now believed the

fixity of tenure. Wherever a statutory ten- | Congervative leadership lies hetween Sir

Stafford Northcote and the Duke of Rich—

mond.

——— -~ —————

THE MONETARY CONFERENCE.

BeruiN, April 25.—A correspondent in
Paris snys there i8 no prospect of snoccess at
the Mounetary Conférence. A decidion to
postpone or even close may be expected
shortly. :
Panis, April 25.—M, Fermaiule, Deputy
Master of the English Royal Miit, is expect-
ed here on Wednesday to represent Eugland
at the Monetary Coaforence. It is believed
he has been instructed simply to take notes,
avoiding any expression of opinion.

——— e OO A i

TEE LAND LEAGUE.
At the annusl meeting of the St. Gabrie]
branch of the Irish National Land Lrague
the following gentlemen were ra-slected office
bearers :—Jobn Lynch, President; James
Curran, Vice-President ; James Ellis, Secre-
tary ; Patiick Marnell, Asslstant Secretary,
and James McNamara, Treasurer. The

‘branch, we are glad to know, 1s increasing in

numbers and influence, and the mempers are
indefatigable in their endeavors to do what
they cau for their suffering brethren in the
old land. :

THE OCCUPATION OF TABARCA
DENIED. .

Tuuis advices state that the Maltese resi-
dénts ere hourly sending telcgrams to Malta
agking for the presence of British men-of-war
in view of the possibility of a fanatical out-
break, The Kroumirs bove offered to sur-
render unconditionally to tho Bey's troops.
Garibaldi thinks French preporderance in
Tunis will be & permanent dangor to Italian’
inturests. The Bey of Tunls has refused te
allow the [Prench to cccupy the lsland of
Tabarca. Tho report that they had oceupled
it i3 officlully denied.” The Bey ¥
against the propesed occupation as a violn-
tion.of his territory and ns not called for by
the existing situation, He now declares that

rannot answer {cr the conduct of the AMu. rul-
maps. and Arabs if the Frevch persiat in
crossiog tle fruntiay, ‘The Laropesn colonv

plnusg) with & viow to.ruin thy lagter? Is it
not pluirrthat the elject of the bill isto place

b Dl Ul e e e

for the proteytion of foruigners.
LTIV EN RETPIAD E

et

tegard to the tenant's interest in the holding.” |

olosta]

.the Kroutnira haye submitted. to him, and he.
has stated to the French autboritivs trat bo

Jin Tunis is panic-stricken und condemn the
advaute, nithough . the Bey has issuad orders

WAAT 15 THOUGHT OF 1T

AND EVIETIONS

FAIL T0 DAUNT THE PEOPLE

THE LIGHT SPREADING

ARRESTS

Loxnpon, April 19, —The Daily Naws says it
is intended shortly after the reassembling of
Parliament to present for the signature of
members a petition praying the Queen to re-
lease Michael Davitt. Besides the Home
Rulers several Eunglish and Scotch members
will sign the petition.

Loxoox, April 20—The Duchess of Marl-
borough has arranged for an entlre outfit of
fifteen Irish families, who will be provided
with free passages to Manitoba and located
there in neatly furnished homegteads.

One thousand dslegates from the local
branches of the Land League are oxpected
to attend the Convention, wkich opens in
Dublin on Thuraday.

Dunuin, Ap1it 20.—Mr. Dillon, iz speaking
at Londonderry to-day, held that public
bodies holding land should be expropriated
without compensation. The committee ap-
pointed to draw up a report on the Land
bill, to be submitted to the conference of

IRELAND!

THE LAND BILL

the Land League to be held in the Rotunda |

seek to reject the Land Bill if thhey fail to ob-
tain adequate amendments.

The Land leagne Conventicn also adopted

a resolution to summon another-Convention
before the Xand Bill passes its third reading
in order to dezide whethér the T#ilas amexnd-
ed can be accepted. The Convention then
' closed.
" Parnell tried' to gain admittance to- Kil-
.mainham prison to-day to see the prisonos
‘in custody uuder the Coercion Att. The
Governor refased (o admit Parnell on tke
ground that the prisoners had akeady been
visited by frienda.

Loxpon, Aprit: 32.—The Conser vatives will
g_?ft on Waednesday to consider the Land

ill.

Loxpox, April 23.—The Times says :—Wo
understand that the surplus of the Duchess o1
Marlborongh's relief fand now at her disposal
is ouly £3,400; and that she is kecpingit:im|
the Bank of Ireland nntil some good scheme
for emigration 8 set afoot to which it can be
given with the npproval of the trustees of the-
fund, nnd witlr satisfaction to tbe Duchess
that it will do the-utmost possible good to Ire-
land.

Lord Beacorsiteld's death is of serious mo- |
xient in conneotion with the Land Bill;as he |
would have acoepted it mors than Marguis of’
Balisbury or the Duke of Richmond. During
the past week agitation on the Land Bill has
made great strides. Landlords evidontly in-
tend to demand compensation for tensnts’ |.
interests and option of sale from the latter.
Dusuiy, April S4.—Parnell yesterday at-
tended a meeting of Catholics and Protes—
tanta at Castle Willinm. Resolutions cou—{,
demning certain portions of the Xand Bilk
werg nnssed.

Dupriy, April 24—Mr. Dillon, ip spesking
at Cashel, ropeunted his disbelief in the Land.
Bill,

Duruiy, &pril 25—Mr, Hodnett, chairman
‘of Ballydepod braneh Land Leagts, was ar-
rested’ to-day under the Coerclen Act. A$
Skibbereen market town, in Munster, to
which he was taken for incarceration, thou- |
sands of people pathered and cheerod the
prigsoner and taunted the constabulary who

- had made the arrest. There was no breach sf
the peace.

Some bailiffa who were selling some cattle

to-morrow, saye the bill ia bound to be im-
perfect, for the reason that it is impossible to
conr.ect landlords and tepants on any soond
basis.

DunLiv, April  20.—At a meeting of the
Execntive Committee of the Land League
Conference to-day a report was drawn up for
sabmission to the Conference proposing
reasonable grounds on which the landlord
may refuse to admit the purchaser of a hold-
ing as a tenant be struck out of the Land
Bill; declaring the provisions with regard to
bequests by tenants as unjuet ; those relating
to cases of intestacy criminal and inhuman,
and protesting agalust eviction for non-pay-
ment of arrears. The emigration and other
clauses were also objected to.

Loxpox, April 20.—The T%¥mes, in a leading
artlcle, says :— Under certain provisicns of
the Land Bill which Mr. Gladstone in his
speech did not comment upon, the Court
would apparently bs compelled, in fixing
rents, to carve out of the landlord’s property
the vaine of the tenant’s interest, hifherto
treated as geparate, and thus reduce the
landlord’s income and the marketable price
of his estate in a degree which, if directly
proposed, would be recognized ns involving
rainous confiscation, which would inevitably
be followed by a forced sale of the remainder
of his interest. We belleve Mr. Gladstone
did pot intend the clause to have this effect,
or he would not have passed it over in silenca.
The defoct must be remedied by amendment
in committee, or provision must be made for
compansativg lsndlords ; otherwise the bill
will be seriously endangered in the House of
Lords.

. Lonpox, April 21.—Ear! Grey, in a letter
to the Times, condemns Mr. Gladstone's land
polizy. T

DusuiN, April 21.—The National Conven-
tion of the Liand League opened to-day. One
thousand delegates were present. FParnell
presided. Justin MecCarthy, T. D. Sullivan,
James O'Kelly, E, M. Marum, Thos. Sexton,
J. 0. McCoan, R. Lalor and other members
of Parliament were present. Resclutions
were unanimously passed declaring that
Davitt, who was impriscned because of his
heroic defence of permsecuted tenants, should
be released, and expressing heartfeit thanks
to Irishmen in America for their sacrifices to
sustain the struggle for the abolition of land-
lotciem.,

The proceedings of the Land League Con-
vention to-day were principally confined to
reading and discuesing the report of the
Executive Committee on the Land Bill.
Delegates criticised the report, Parnell com-
mented unfavorably upon the bill, and com-
plaived that it did nothing for the laborers;
that the'legal procedure prescribed by it be-
ing complicated and expensive, would deprive
the tenants of any hopes of redress. The
effoot of the bill would be to raise, not lower
the rents,

- Lowvoy, April 21.—The returneg to April
7th show that there have been - thirty-five
arrests in [reland under the provisions of
the Coercion Act up to that time. ‘The
charge against Boyton was that of meeting
to murder. .

DuBLIN, April 21.—At the meeting of Irish
Jandowners held to-day, motions were passed
.congemning the Land Bill, -

Dunery, April 22.—1{a the National Land
Lisugue Convention to-day Parnoll sabmitted
a resolntion declining to make the Conven—
‘tips responsible for the Leand Bill, znd ex-
pressing doubts as to Whether auy dmend-
‘mont conld make'the Bill acceptable to the
Irish Parnell igafn'condemned the emigra-
tipn clauses, and tha omission of provisions
for laborers in ‘the -Bill, The Convention
wospimously - carriéd a resolution’ giving to

nfthe Land Bill'in the Cammaas. -

the parliamentary pacty full latituede to de-|-
'vise amentiments to, and watch the progress'

“The resolution adéipted by the Land Leagu:
© Conveetion ‘recornmends, the Iilsh party to’

for rent at Shansome, were attacked by the
crowd, aud the police were completoly sur-
rounded. The military have gone to their
TeRCUR,

John Leyden, of County Galway, has been

shot dead and his son wounded. Jt i8 an
agrarian crims.
Lonpon, April 25.—~At a meeting of the
principal Conservative members of Parlin-
ment, yesterday, fifty were prosent, and Sir 5.
Northcote presided. Several landlords agreed
that the Government should be asked cither
to compensate the landlords whose property
would bedestroyed or deprecated by the Bill,
or to come under a compulsory obligation to
purchase the ostates of those owners who
were rondy tosell at a fixed number of yours’
purchage. It the Government relused
either of those proposals, it was
decided the party would oppode the Bill, A
Committee of Irish landlords hns seunt over
an influentisl deputation to watch the
progress of the Bill.

—————— O @PE————

THE EMERALD_BENEVOLENT ASSO0-
CIATION.

ELECTION OF OFFIQERS.

Havivron, April 20.-—The sixth annual
convention of the Ontario Branch of the
Emerald Benevolent .Association was held
yestercay and to-day in the Emerald Hall in
this city. Rev. E, P. Slavin, of bt. Mury's
Cathedral, chaplain of Branch No, 1 of this
city, opened the Convention with an appro-
priate prayexr .

The following delegates, with a number of

visitors from various subordinale socleties,
are in attendance :(—No, 1, Hamil ton—Rev.
E P Slavin, J E Beitzman, James Hennlgan.
Branch No. 2, Toronto—Very Rev. & P
Rooney, Jumes Britton, Patrick Carey. No.
3, Guslph—Matthew Charers. No. 4, Leslie-
ville—Thos H Maher. Nao. 7, Toronto—Rev.
J Bergin, J J Glynn, D A Carey. No. §,
Toronto—Rtev. J 8heshas, Charles Durns, M
J Callitoe, and Rev, Father Bergmaunn. Mr,
J A Gouldin, the Intvrnational President of
the Union ot Pittsburg, Penn, arrived in the
morning of yesterday, and is officially attend-
ing the sessions of the Convention.

After disposing of the usual routine busi-
ness, addresses were delivered by several of
tho delegates. Toronto was selectod as the
place for holding the Seventh Annnal Cou-
vention in April, 1882, and Hamilion as the
location for the Provincial parade on Auguat
Gtb, Bamsg year. ) .

An interesting experience meeting was also
held, Mr. Gouldin in the chalr, at which earn-
a5t addresses were delivered on society mat-
ters generally.

The following officers have been elected
tor the ensuing year :—Grand President,
James Dritton, Toronto; ' Grand Vice-Presi-
dent, Jos. F', Hoitzman, Hamilton; Grand
Secretary, D, A. Oarey, Toronto; Graud
Treasurer, Jas. Henuignn, Hamilton ; Grand
Marshall, J. J. Glyan, ‘Toronto; Giand Or-
gauizer, C. Burns, Toronto.

THE TUNISIAN DIFFICULTY.

" Pang, April 24.—A telogram from Tunls,

recetved vie Sicily and Rome, published in
the Tniransigeant, sunouunces that Fabarca was
quietly occupied by the French troops yes-
torday morning. The news seoms to be con-
firmed by  brief despatch, direst from Tunis,
which appears in the same puper. Nothing
oflicial 14 yet known, howevur, 88’ all private
telegrrms are submitted to a rigorous ex—
aminption by tbe rilitary -anthorities, and
very fow ars allewed to go off at'nll. The
{public is growing exasperatad of the mystery
‘which envelopes the expedliion, ,
Tunts, April 25.~Ttie ‘Bultan dpproves o!
the Bey's puoarures, and ‘ueXotiations "have
‘been opened with the Powera!to protect the
rights of the-Sultan and‘Bey cor e
: R PN {

(L RS B

fear a biaok sgitation, - -
: v et and ha v

(MPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
RE‘OP_'-];?NIN,'G
Debate on the. Land Bill

THE TCRIES OBSTRYCTIRG!

e

Loxnox, April 25.—The House of Ciomissns
renssembled 13-dny.

Earl Grosvamor (Liberal) annotmoed Yhat
Bbr. Gladstone wonld, o forinight hence, meve
& vote for a fuad to erect n monument' to the
memory of Bunconsfield in Westmirater.
The debnte- on the seccwd reading ef the
Land Bill then commenced -

Mr. Gibson fConservative)-pronounst d. the
bill con fused, cbecure, involved, and oftez up-
intelligibla. .

Mr. Warton ¢Torx) moved an ndjourn.monts

‘to give the Gevernment time to ansawec the
‘questions put by Mr. Gibsob..

Mr. Gorst (Conservative). strongly con-/

‘demned the sijvnce of the Quyernmens.

Mr. Gladstr nesaid the iavr oficers Qed ived
to consult toyether belore an suswer -warm-ado
to Mr. Gibsan’s questions.

Sir 5. No:thcose said tha) ag tho Iouse
wzs called upon to vots the secona reading: of
the Bill bufore any explsondion was given,.
there was nothing anreasonable In.the moti on
for an adjournment,

Mr. Forstersakd the Goveramont desized to.

‘learn the opiniow of their crithos-before zeply-

ing to Mr. Gibson.

Sir V. Haxcour$ oharged the Oppoaltion.

with obstruction.,

The motion for an adjournment wap then.

withdrawn.

The Spenker then roge to. mut the question,

that the Bill be read a secong time, whon Mn
Lewis (Conservative) . moved an ad journment.

ir. A, M. Sullivan (Liberal Home Rulor).
appealed to Sir Staflord Morthcoto not-to-
wuste time in party skirmishes when Irigh
tenants were under notice to quit.

Mr. ¥orster said the Uovernmont was will-

ing to give the explanations dewmanded. As
thero was throe ameudments on the *@rder

Book, it was only respectfal to defer a reply

until the proposers of the amendments-stated:
their views.

Sir Btafford Northcoto stoutly refuted the
charge of obstruction .

Mr. Lewls' metion was withdrawn,

Mr. Stuart (Liberal). moved that no.mea-
sure of Irish land reform is complete which:
does not deal with the coadition of the farm
laborers,

Mr. Forster suld the Government wns
ready to give favorable consldaration to any

clauses for tho amelioration of the condiiion.
ot Iaborers. The Land Eill'had three ob-

jects: the reform of tbe land tenure, the in-

cronse of the number of yeoman proprietors,
and the relief of tho overcrowded dis-—
tricts. The latter would be effected

by &tate aid in the directton of cml-

gration or public works. The increaso
of peasant propristors would be effected by

advancing money to cnable tenants to pur-

chase holdings. The reform of the land

tenuro wag compoged of three principies: n
tribunal to fix fair remt, security of tenure at

fair rent, and power to the tenant to sell his

interest in bhis farm. ‘T'he bill wounld do
landlords no harm but confer benefits upon

them.

Mr. Forstersaid it was true that a disguised

party made a raid for firo-arms jn Limorick in

the name of the ¢ [rish Republic,” and was

gorry no one was arrested: It was impossible

to get information or assistance from the in-

jured parties.

Mr. Gibson admitted the desirability of en-

couraging the growth of n peasant propristory
in Ireland and thereclamation of waste lands
and. emigration, with proper safeguards, but
the Land Bill confiscated the property of tho
landlords without compensation for what was

taken, or secucity for what wasg left. 1t gave

only a gusrantee of perpetual universal-liti-

gation. The question of fair rents was dealt
in by permanently removing the laws of sup-
ply aud demund.

The debate was adjourned until Thursday,
and the House adjourned until Tuesday night
in honor of the late Earl Beaconsfield.

&

CUBAN SLAVERY,

Pans, April 23,—A Madrid correspondent
telegraphs as follows: This evening, the
Secretary ot the Abolitionist Society haa
begun o series of meotings and lectures in

tha principal towns of Spain In the presence
of cnthusiastic audiences in favor of the
ubolition of slavery in Cuba. The Nenators
and Deputies of the Madrid press have cslled
the attention of the Government' to a confi-
dential circular sent jn 1830 by the Canovas
Cabinet very shortly after the Cortes had voted
on the Emancipation Bill. The circular
ordored the Cuban authorities to conceal
from {he negroes oun the plantations
both the law and the rogulations -issued
for ita . execuilon, Consequently the sluves
for months ignored their new condition, and
.on many plantations have not been paid the
smill salary granted to them by the law. In
many districts;uo gommittoes. for tho protec-
tion - of negroes have besn formed, as the law
enacted, and the blacks got no redress against
ill-tveatment. Corporal punisbment is still
flourishing, and the blacks are bought and
#old-under the npew law, which:wiil last till
1888, - The Minister of the colonivs I8 dis
“podrd to correct theseabuees; but e filnds that
the Culonixl authorities and the planters offer
n possive resistance on' tho pretext ibat they
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