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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1852.

" GATHOLIC ORPHAN INSITEUTION.
SET.(BION BY THE WIGHT REYV. ‘PR, GILLIS.
(Lram the Glasgow Free Press.)

A sermon, in aid of the funds of th.e abore insti-
veytion, was, e Sunday evening, delivered by the
Rizht Rev. Dr. Gillis,-in St. Andrew’s Church,
Great Clyde Street, Glasgow, to a large and respect-
able audience, "who filled every corner of the spa-
sious edifice. ‘

The Right Rev. gentleman ascended the pulpit
about half-past six o'clock, and took his text from
:the 13th chapter of the Crospel of St. J?lll’_l—“ By
(s shall all men know that you are my disciples, if
you have {ove one to another.”

Tt was kind and merciful in the extreme of our
lessed Tedeemer, beloved bretiiren, to ]_:lacc_z the
essence and the perfection of our holy religion in the

rectice of a virtue which is eminently calculated to
promote the happiness of society at la!-ge, and our
own individual felicity.  For, ‘what virtue can we
possibly imagine wore cpngemal to the geuerm‘xs

Leart than that of Christian™ charity and brotheriy

love? or what disposition of the soul better fitted to

enlerge the sphere of our personal enjoyments, 2s
well 25 to cheer us on in our domestic 2nd sqcial in-
rercourse with the world.  And, oh, how wise was
nat that choice of our Lord, and how wonderful His
connsel ! for He knew well to what an extent we
saust on this earth ever depend one upon another for
assistance in the midst of eur many and mutual wants.
e knew, also, the blindness and the inﬁrmity_of
aur nature, and the many sad differences of opinion
tiat were likely to arise, even awnongst the most up-
right of lis disciples.  With 'the view of providing
a remedy against all such. evils, Te declared .befare
teaving this world, that the whole doctrine which lie
tad come to teach mankind was summed wp in that
age commantdment—* That you love onc ancther as
1 lare loved you” And, heance, that no creed
whatseever should ever establish its claim to His Di-
vige sanction, or to His indulgence, that did not
vest upon Divine charity as upon its fourdation. 1
know of no subject, tlien, on which I could address
vou this evening more worthy at all times of your
yost serious attention, or more strictly in urison with
she blessed and charitable object which has brought
you together, than, in a few short and necesgarily
imperfect words to speak 1o you of the practice of
Christian charity. Bear with wme then, while briefly,
and very imperfectly, I endeavor to trace the source
as well as the development of that blessed virtue,
through the history of that great Church, which is
our Mother—the history of that holy religion which
itis our pride and glory to profess. Apart, my dear
bretiren, from that special mission which God had
given to His Incarnate Son, 10 be ihe victim offered
up for the guilt of this fallen world ; and apart from
those wondrous works of Wis power, I mean His
miractes, intended to establish Xis claim to teach,
Christ received a double mission from his Divine Fa-
ther. ITe was found, as he says himself, every day
teaching in the synagogue and in the temple ; but He
was found also, everywhere going about doing good,
and healing them that were sick.  “Fhis was his dou-
ble mission. And a similar mission be made to de-
volra on that most wondrous Institution which the
worid bas ever seen, which be established for no
other purpose than to continue His own work, and to
Ue the mediom through which his merits were to be
made available to. every individual soul lLelieving in
His name. The Church, then, He sent to teach;
hut to that command He also added another, “to
heal the sick. cleanse the leper, cast out devils, raise
the dead. Freely you have received, freely give.”

Such was the noble mission of the Church, twofold
in'ils nature, to teach and to heal.
fist hundred years of the existence of the Christian
Churel, she had little in ler power, comparatively
speaking, atleast in as far as history has left us a re-
eord of the same, except everywhere to bear testi-
mony to the name of Iim that bad sent her to be
the instructvess of all nations, and to seal her divine
preaching in the blood of her martyrs. No sooner
was lier voice raised in this world to teach mankind
than, in order to show the work was of God, the
whole world rose in opposition to her. Iivery mo-
five that cowld . induce the most powerful nations of
the world to oppose her teaching was made hostile to
it, and the most tremendous physical and moral power
—the whole power of {lie Roman empire—was ar-
rayed against her for 300 long years, in order to
drowa the Christian name in the blood of her chileren.
Nothing that the ingenuity of Hell could invent was
spared to crush the very birth of that doctrine which
went in direet opposition to. all the most cherished
‘tendencies of corrupted human nature.  But in vain.
Forat length the Cawsars of Imperial Rome were
obliged to lower their sceptre- before the emblem of
our salvation, and at last were numbered in the
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Christian ranks, as the most docile and devoted.—
Even during that period, so fraught with perils en-
dangering the existence ef the irfant Church, the
power of its supreme pastors, every oue of whom
for 300 years, with few exceptions, sealed his
faith in his own blood, was snch as searcely to be
credited, but for the unmistakeabte and inpumerable
evidences which have handed dows to us the records
of that period. "Uhey were rich even in the goods
of tius world, in order that they right have, through
the influence of Divine Providence, the mesns of
implementing their second mission #n this world, that
of healing the sick. In proof of this the right rev.
gentleman vead an extract from ¢ Gibbon’s Decline

ant Fatl of the Roman Empire,” in reference to the
poulificate of Gregory the Great—that Pope, who
seut over the first Christian Monks to Ingland to
preach the Chistian [aith to eur benizbted ancestors.
Sueh, die confinued, are the remarkable terms in
whicheven the most infidel writer of muadern days
has ‘been forced to speak of a Bishop of Rome, who
wes no more in'‘his day than a faithful type of those

who had preceded kim i his exalted office. Such
were {rom the beginsing the attempts of the Catho-

lic Church—such her successful endeavors to fulfil

that missien of hers. “Treely you have received,
[reely give.” 1t weuld be endless to attempt to en-
ter here npon details of the cliarities of the Catholic

Clreh during the fast eighteen centuries; but et
me fix your thoughts on one paiticular institution in

the extract I have just read to yeu. that is, the in-
stitution of hospitals, inasmuch as it is wore in har-
mony with the object in which you are especially in-

terested thisevening. Hospitais were generally con-
sidered asylums in which the poor, the sick, and the

aged—those who had outlived their every friend in
this world except the Church, that ever welcomed
them to her bosom. And there is no species of lu-

man misery that the world has ever heard of for the
last 1800 long years for which the Catholic Church
lias not &t one time or anotier provided a sufficient
remedy. Thebest way T can give you a general
idea of the clarity of the Clurch in this respect,
will be by atteading to soime of these more marked

of the innumnerable monastic orders of the Catholic

Church.  Let us go back for a moment to that aw-

ful day of divine veugeance, when the gigantic power

of the Roman empire filled the world, and filled it

for no otber purpose than to make humanly possible,
that is, possiole only by Dirine power, but through

bman iastruments, the preaching of one and the

same faith to the whole world, That power was al-

lowed to stand for 300 years, in order, asit were,
to test the nature of that doctrine ; to bring to bear
down upon it all that perverted ingenuity and human

malice could invent. And when it had even thus
facilitated the preaching of that same Gospel, the

vengeance of the Omnipotent descended upon it, and

from that moment the whole of Iurope lay ina mass
of ruthless ruins, fit for nothing but to be trampled

on.  Who then savec the world from the borrors of
barbarisin? It is an illustrious Protestant historian,
Guizot, who tells us, it was the Catholic Church, as
a Clurch, that not only saved the world from per-
petual barbarisin, but laid down the first fonndations
of that European civilisation Lhe fruits of which we
now enjoy. Then it was that that noble Rowman,
Benedict, forsaking all his great worldly prospects,
retived {rom wmidst the busy scenes of this world,
and out of whose solitude, in the course of a few
years, came that glorions Benedictine order-—an or-
der which has disseininated throughout the world the
blessings of education, and which alone rumbers up-
wards of 1,500 archbishops and bishops, all elected
to their office beeause of their singular gifts of mind
and singular virtue. Tn course of time we reach
another period when socicty seemed to have enteved
on a new era—when new wants were created, and
new ideas sprung up in men’s minds. Tor several
centuries the crescent and the cross had been de-
clared enemies. On both sides, humanly speaking
(I speak not bere of the divine element of Chris-
tianity) there were great chances of victory and de-
feat—on both sides great and able men—on both
sides powerful armics determined to push (o the last
their chances of success. And there came at lasta
moment when it was the business of sowie one to de-
cide the trinmph of the crescent or the cross. Who
decided that preat question? It was the Catholic
Chureb. It was a bisbop of Rome who first gave
his sanction to that great event in Iiuropean history
from which has flowed the whele of modera civilisa-
tion, however many lies may have been invented to
the contrary—the great movement of the Crusades,
set on foot to {ree the sepulchre of Him who  made
the world. At this period, strange as it may seem,
the Catholic Church, ever looking with a vigilant
eve 1o the destinies of that world confided "to her
charge, saw the necessity of blending together two
ihings, which her gerius only could Lave invented—
the vows of the monk with the sword of the war-
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rior. 'Then came irito existence those glovious mili-
tary orders which have been of sueh eminent service
in the Chureh. 'Ihen, as new wants arese, came
into being those other orders, animated with a charity
so heroic, that they sold themselves to redeew the
captive; and these, and the many others then called
into existence, founded hospitals into which thiey re-
ceived the poor, the sick, and ‘the stranger. His
lordslip then proceeded to enumerate the wondrous
events of the thirteenth ceatury, and the glorious
career of St. Frrancis of Assiium, whose mantle of
charity covered, asit were, that whole century with
a robe of glory; and pursuing his inspiring theme
through subsequent centuries, glowingly discoursed
on thelife of that wonderful impersonation ol charity,
St. Vincent of Paul.  Then came those other or-
ders, he continued, one of which yon have in your
own city—the Sisters of Merey, the White Nun,
the Order of the Magdalene, the Order of the Good
Sheplierd. Taa word, from the beginning (o the
present hour, the world has been filled from end o
end with the exertions 6f the Catholic Churehin the
cause of Christian charity. Who will doubt, iles,
ihat itis a sacred and imperative duty 1o comfort the
poor. Andif it is our bounden duty to care for
them that suffer, what - species of human misery is
more deserving of our interest than those poor little
orphans for whom I have this night come to plead.
Oh, my dear brethren, Lad you any idca of the im-
portance of such a charity, I feel certain that you
never would be satisfied with yourselves, whatever
offering yoit may kave hitherto given. When we
see a poor infant child left in this world withouta
parent and: without any means of subsistence, we
would be tigers, not men, il we did not feel within
our hearts an imperative command to do everything
in our power to satisfy its physical wantz. Jesides,
there is in this charity, heyond all others, a future for
the world, for the country which we inhabit, and for
the faith which we profess, which is of itsellsufficient
to induce us to become hercic in our exertions to
sustain {t,“Tor we have not only their physical
warnts to-satisfy, but we have their minds to iostruct
and their: immortal souls ie lead inta the narrow
paths of virtze. We live in an age which boasts to
sickening of the means it possesses of education,
while in nine cases ont of ten it bas shown that it
has never understood the meaning of the term. We
are complaining "daily that notwithstanding all our
efforts we are never allowed to put eur schools ina
proper condition, owing to the wiihdrawal of the
children before it is possible for us to complete their
instruction.  Now, if you want 2 model sclool, to
prove to the world that yeu Dbelong to that church
whose special mission it was to instruct the world, as
well as to beal its infirmities, here you have the op-
portunity, where, alas! therc are no parents to with-
draw the children. If advantage is taken of this
opportunity, what words can express the great woral
influence these children will ene day exert in the fu-
ture extension of your ereed. I'lis, then, is the
noble charity for which I now come o appeal to
your generosity. Your bishop has not thought it
necessary to nake any further call upon you this
night than the purchase of an admission ticket, which
many of you may have done for the gratification of
anidle curiosity, thongh, I trust, no such wnworthy
motive has been yours; but I have come here for
another purpose. I, too, am a bishop of the Clris-
tian Clmwreh, however unworthily, and I here take
upon myscl to call upon you all in the name of God,
and his orphan poor, as you value the instruction that
has been given you, as you value the future of the
Christian world, and the honor of belonging to that
great Church which you are proud to call your mo-
ther, to empty your purses for the moral and physi-
cal wants of these poor little children. It is now
twenty years since your Orphan Tnstitution began.—
It was founded at a time when the curse of God
seemed to have fallen on your city, during the ravages
of an eastern plague.  'Whg knows but that calamity
is again approsching our shores? Wha can tell
whether the angel of God’s vengeance inay not be
again spreading his dark wing over our country, pre-
paring 1o strike with that fatal sword of Dirine jus-
tice the innocent and the guilty, the sickly and the
stroug, the aged and the young. If you would es-
cape that fatal visitation of an offended God, offer
up to Him 1his evening a generous holocaust, and,
perhaps, you will have marked your doors as did the
Tsraelites of old; and when the angel of death shall
pass these doors, he will, .perchance, acknowledge
the mark, and.wing his awful course another way,
because you liave endeavored to provide for 1he pre-
cious existence of the helpless little ones of Jesus
Christ.” e

The above is but a feeble and imperfect outline of
the brilliant discourse which the Right Rev. Dr.
Gillis addressed to his numerous and attentive au-
dience. It.will be needless to remark on the dazzling
rhetorical display, the graceful outbursts of impas-
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sioned feeling, the mental vigor, scholastic polish,
and elegance of marner, whicli have long ago placed
this distingnished champion of Catholicity amongst
the first of pulpit orators. Nor will it he necessary
to do mere than refer our rcaders to the above out-
fine for a full appreciation of the sacred objects and
pre-eminent usefulness of this benevolent institution.

ANCIENT AND MODERN ENGLISIL
BISHIOPS.
(From the Dublin Telegraph.)

"T'wo or three cases seem te provake comparisons
between the bishops of the Established Church, now
that it is Drotestant, with the bishops and abbots of
the Church when it was Catholic, There is now in
all large towns in England an acknowledged defi-
ciency of “church acromunodation,” as it is called
by our Protestant friends, who conceive that « spiri-
twal provision” consists very much in church build-
ing. In London, of course, the deficiency is tremend-
ous, and the Protestant bishop has been extremely
active in promoting what Father Faber calls “the
brick and mortar apostolate; getting up public sub-
seriptions, and so forth; of course subseribing hiw-
self, and calling on the loity to follow his example.
This is better than the way they took fifty years ago,
or even thirly, when they went to work by aet of
Parliament, and our Anglican [riends would call the
church building subscriptions * signs of life.” But
they had a better way of Jeing all this in the olden
time. 'They did these things very differently then.
What became of the revenues of the bishops and
abbots in those days? There was an abbey at Glas-
tonbury—the lands of which, in 1717, were worth
£500,000 a-year. Sir R. Inglis stated this on the
Mortmain Committee last year. #IJalf a million
per annuin ! exclaimed that excellent Churchiman ;
and immediately thanked God he was not as other
men, yea, even as those awinl abbots !  But what did
these abbots of Glastonbury do with their money? -
Let one specimen suffice. . In the thirteenth centuly
one Richard de Bury was abbot, and devated the sur-
plus revenue to repairing und rebuilding churches
in Somersetshire. Conceive the amount of chureh
building which might be done with half a million of
money ! "Why, poor Mr. Pugin would have been
glad to build five hundred clurches in bis best style
for tle woney. Or, again, how many clurches could
have been endowed for the money !—how many
schools erected and endowed !—how many alms-
houses or hospitals erected and endowed ! One may
go on tantalising one’s self for an hour, conceiving af
all the good, and great, and glorious things that might
be dene with hall-a milion of money! ~ And fancy
that annually devated to the purpose [—and in the
west of Lngland alone! In the east there was such
another at Peterborough; and another at Croyland.
1Ialf a willion would build a cathedral ; and there ave
half a Lundred towns risen up since the Yeeformation
which want cathedrals, and are Zikely to want them,
5o long as Profestantism Jasts,  In olden times the
bishops and abbots dedicated all theiv surplus income
—(that is, all that was not expended on lospitals—
far they had no families to provide for, and no de-
mestic establishinents to keep up)—in founding and
endowing churches and colleges, or crecting and re-
pairing cathedrals,  And, of course, the lsity emu-
lated and imitated their prelates, and the land was
amply and abundantly enriched with magnificent
foundations of piety and charity. Now-a-days the
case is altered.  Protestant bishops have families to
provide for,and thus, though they have enormaus iu-
comes, somehow they don’t build or endow churches
or colleges, but get up subscriptions for them ; and
the laity naturally enough want to know what is done
with the church money, which they bave a notion
ought to go for church purposes; and thus, the other
day, Sir B. Hall, one of the Londonmembers writes
a very cutting letter, in answer to an application for
his ¢ snbseription” to a church building fund, wanting
to know what his bishop does with £33,000 a-year
—just £23,000 more than that same bishop, in 1838,
as feelesiastical Commissioner, declared was an ade-
quate incame—just as Lord Tohn Russell's Bishop of
Durham was defected, a year or two ago, in baving
drawn for years some thousands of pounds over and
above the income settled as sufficient by those Com-.
missioners.  Flor, be it observed, the Anglicun
superintendents, beyond an occasional ¢ subscription,”
had not the grace to devote even their surplus in-
comes to Church purposes, but applied it all in the.
accumulation of private fortunes, insomuch that the.
late Protestant Primate died worth a ‘million in hard

“ money 1

And so, some twenty years ago, an Act of Iarlia-
ment was passed to make the Protestant bishops. pay
over to « Commissioners” their surplus income: over-
and above such sums as the Parliamentary Commis-

sioners should settle as suficient (for it is clear that
on thewr own estimate Protestant prelates never would



