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@actoon Comments,

Firsr Piar.—The specch recently made by
Sir Alexander Galt, in which the grandeur of
our North West a3 a grain-growing country was
brought out, and in which Sir Alexander stated
that Canada, with her fair share of emigration,
would in a few years be in a position to provide
the British food supply, has been reccived in
England apparently with great delight. It has
been copied into the leading Englich nows-
papers, apd will serve as an awntidotc to the
bilious and lying article of Labouchere in
Truth.

Leapixa Canroon.—The price of milk is al-
ready 8o bigh that it is no wonder these men
should try to muzzle the calf that has already
gucked four millions out of the poverty-stricken
cow. Blake, Mackenzie and Cartwright think
they aro acting a patriotic part in doing what
they can to wean such a ealf,

Bienti Paor.—FHon. S. H, Blake, brother
of the Liberal Leader, was asked the other even-
ing, by a delegation from East York, to allow
himself to bo put in nomination as representa.
tive of that constitueney in the Commons. He
gratefully acknowledged the proferred houour,
but declined on .the ground that he had deter-
mined to devote the ensuing five years to his
profession. He held ount the hope, however,
that at the end of that term he would be willing
to become a candidate,

The Lender of the Opposition in the Gnebee
Legislature, it is reported, leaves for England
shortly, and will permanently retire from pub-
liclife. Considering what this worthy gentic-
man has had to bear in his political ecareer,
Mons. Tarte, editor of the Canadien, being one
of his stoutest foes, we chounld sny this is the
happiest moment of his life, and that he would
be able to sing with fervour, * Good-bye, sweet
Tarte, good-bye.”

We trust the citizons of Toronto will mnke a
gpecial offort to mark their disapproval of the
narrow-minded conrse of the hotel-men, by
giving the Jnbilee Singers overflowing houses
at their concorts. Aside from this molive the
publie have the assurance of enjoying o match-
less musical treat, ‘Lhe concerts take placo at
the Pavilion, on Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day, October 6, 7, and 8.
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Mr. John S. Clarke, who is now at the Grand,
is a comedian of the school of which Mr. T, L.
Toole is the best English representative.

While in the old land, Mr. Clarke fairly divided
the Lonours with the Loundoner, if he did not
actually eclipse him. He is by all odds the
greatest of living American comedians, and his
first visit to Canada shonld mark an epoch in
the thentrical history of the country,
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The return of Mr, D. I. K. Rine and the
recomruencement of his work ig an cvent of no
small importance in the minds of a large class
of our citizens. Mr, Rine's roception at Albert
Hall on Sunday was most enthusiastic. There
he found himself surrounded by many of tho
men whom he had been instrumental in win-
niog from drink, their faces bright with hope
and beaming with gratitude to their benefactor,
We trust Mr. Rine may rencw his old triumphs,
and that nothing may arise to injure the good
work he is 30 ablc to do,

Sarely the lawyer vho defended Vankoughnet
at Kingston the othertday might have done bis
client full justice without having demeaned
himself by maligniog poor Downey who is in
his grave. Downey’s action in arresting the
alleged murderer, unarmed and single-handed,
was applanded at the time as n rare exhibition
of bravery, and nothing has since transpired to
show that it was not so. Thelieroic old man’s
memory deserves better trentment than this
legal luminary dealt out to it.

Who would be 2 ruler in the:e days of dyna-
mite, gunpowder, torpedos, revolvors, and in-
fornal wachines 7. The lifeless body o) Garfield
is searcely eoll when romours nre atloat of an
attempt to assnssinate President Arthur; while
Czar and Kaizer are iv daily texror of their lives.
T'he people of this Dominion and the Mother-
land are to be congratulated that peace reigns
among them, and that the blood-thivsty spirit
of anarchy is not active. There is no absolute
gecurity, however, even bhere, and so we may
lengthen the list of those with whom we com-
miserate,

Dgran Mr, Grip:

As time hangs rather heavy upon
my hands I thought 1 would write you n few
thoughts on matters and things in genoral,
dealing mostly with city affairs. Aud firstly,
Jet mo ask, what has become of the eireulation
question 2 AL one time it promised to rather
enliven the dullness und gencral stagnation of
the tites, it was sort of n fifth wheel to the
comet, but latlerly nothing more has been Lieard
of it. Graham and Bunting met, glowered at
eachother, palled off their respective coats, spat
in their reapective fists, and talked loudly with
their rospective speechifying organs. But they
fizzled, simmered and went out, and the only
cock that remains crowing is ihe Yelegram.
Verily the newspaper managers move in a
wmysterious way, at least in the matter of cir-
culation. \Vhila on the mutter of newspapers,
the stand taken by the pink sheet on the thea-
tre question wight be profitably mentioned. Its
theory of criticisius is to criticise a play on its
merits, and if it will only carry out its plan, it
will confer & boon upon suffering humanity.
But I fear, 1 greatly fear, that the business of-
fice will prove the power that be in this case,
a8 it often hasg in others,

The Strcet Railway ncecident, resulting ae it
hag, in the (death of a woll-kuown citizen, is
one of the topics of conversation for the week.

———

Idonotbelieve that theemployoes connected with
the accident wero to blame, but there is a great
deal that the company can be blamed for,
Where are their transfer tickets? Echo ans.
warg, Whero? aud their promises have come to
be regarded as hollow as a Tory candidate’s
professions.

Moses Oates, whore, oh where ishe? Wit
hns obscured the light of his shining eovnte.
nance and the shadow of his big hat? Where s
his big stick, his clay pipe and his glasses?
Why do we nolonger hear the plod of his big
feet upon the pavement, or the music of his
voice uttering wise pandects regarding the
weather? 1In faet, where was Mo-es when the
light went out? Answer all those, my dear
Gnrir, and you will oblige me. :

Sir Charles has again returned, and Toronto
hius opened her arms to receive the wandering
one back from his travels. He has * dong”
the Rockies, and the * big Injuns” listened in
wonder to his stretchers. Ho peregrinated
through California, and now I am eredibly in.
formed that he worked a surprising change in
the vornacular of that benighted region. Now
when a ¢ native ” wants to delicately insinuate
that another native is not uttering seniiments
of ordinary credibility,instead of using the old.
fashioned word, he calls him n ¢ Tupper,” or
says that he hus heen guilty of a Tupperism.
But as the world moves on we arc getting
wiger und we send our great men abrond to en-
lighteu the less fortunate mnatives. What
might not California hope to become if it only
had a Tupper. ?

But my dear Grre, I have troubled you
enougl, and I beg to subseribe myself,

TivoTuy.

A NIGE MAN FOR A MINISIER.

"Tle versatile Trish winister has been having
his divty linen washed in the Aasize Cowl
T'he tecord in the ease of ** Tarkin v. ) Connor
wet forth that the plaintiff,n cevtain Miss Lkin.
sued the Hon. John O'Connor for faon, tial
amount, the plaintiff alleged, having ben
lorned to the present minister in his younger
days in order that he might qualify hmﬁ"
financially as a member of Parlinment. 'The
honourable gentieman repudinted the elaim, and
et up os a dofence that ho was not dealing with
the plaintiff, but with her ste ;futl;er-—!of
whont, it_transpired, he had sccured = situation
in the Government Service. ‘The friends of
this hon. minister are uot vory numerous, bt
it is too bad to think that he has not ouel®
warn him agoinst the line of defence taken W0
this case.  Ministers should not be Luukin after
that fashion,
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