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Thed-mmble dlstnct-school, vvlnch stood on!the summat of a ve-

ry beauttful.hdl. ovérlooking our village, had given place to asmart
academy, with 2 belfcy:and green blinds, and which, claimed the
dignity of a. malé téacher the year round. Now it was not to be
efpected that a* graduate of /Yale College—a man who.taught La-
tin and spokeiErench, could manage to teach-the “*little girl's olass”
how to knit-worsted. and:sew patch- work, ,or. that the smaller.boys
would make, véry-great-progress ‘in . 'their; long léssons.. ! So,:after,
various meetingsland‘consultations held~ by the committee,‘ it was
decided that thie- younger twigs, comprising some. twentytchtldren,
all,under ten. years--shonld -be.cut soff; from that : mother tree of
Jearning, the academy, and , placed under, thecharge of ‘A WOman
teacher,, who' was expected to bend .and.cultivate.them, so: that . in
due season- they might agaln ‘be gathered beneath the shadow of that
august.institution. . I have said that the distriet school-house hiad
been'levelled to make room for the new building; so, as the meet:
ing-bouse, which. stood: .opposite, but in a less exalted situation, was
only used on Sundays, it was deemed advisable that: ‘our young
ideas should betaught toshoot in that sacred and ancient building,
It was a venerable, if not very imposing pile—a solitary: survivor
of the old-t‘ashloned Presbytermn meeting-houses, now, we fear, de-
parted:from the bosom. of .Connecticut for ever. Dtgmﬁed by its
own sxmple)anthuxty, the old meetmg-house rises before my men-
tal vision. - Its three heavy doors opening -to the south, east;:and
west, it§ narrow:windows and weather-beaten front, that bad ‘bravs
ed the stérms ofa hundred winteps—the, t‘ootpaths worn: smoothand
hard branchmg, from . the:highway: up the gentle aclivity. through
greensward, ‘toj-the, fseparate doors. - . The- burytpg-place at
back Zin:which slépt soine.; ,members of almost,every family .in
thegvﬂlage,iare all mangled yvxth the first memones of childhood. :
,,The mtenor of the buddlng was solemn and rmposmg pposrte
the; souﬂlernlentrance,‘a hugevbon pulplt roonopohzed ha]f;that‘ end
of the bu;ldmg, backedobyaan arched wmdow, crowded 1rth small
panes ‘of igreemsh glass, “and’ shrmouutedihy a,vgood canopy,Lve-
nerable,&wnth dust, and‘lheavy-cnrved awork.. “-Beneath thts ptlesof
unpamted wood and: a]ong, the, whol,e,,panelled front, tran:the dea-
con’s seat,»}qqthvdeorsmpenmg neamthefoot of -eich set'of,wmdmg
pulplt statrs, wandbefore;the ;whole. stood ‘the, commumon table of
: cherry-wood. Two broad aisles crossed eath other at nght angles.
dividing, the body of the house i into- four distinct portions, eachfill-
ed with low square pews,. edged with a carved resemblance of lat-
tice work. . The gallenes were deep, heavy, and dimly. llghted and
in the brightest day, wasansuﬂicrent to relieve the shadowy. gloom
that forever. hung about: the old bulldmg I shall never forget 1 the
thrill of awe, with which we gazed in eachiother’s faces,.on the, ﬁrst
mormng‘, we_entered its ponderons doors, and heard the; sound of
our:footsteps, as we crept ttmldly up theaisle, reverberatmg 'thro
the empty . galleries. Qur mistress, too, looked pale and death-
like, for a greenish, hghtf\vas .shed ‘over her from the arched win-
dow, and her naturally delicate, features took the hue of marble,
It was long before we could settle ourselves to the sxmple studles
allo ted' to us, or cpuld shake oﬁ‘ the gloom ﬂung over our yourg
spirits'by the vast dolitude of the place. -But custom soon wore off
this sombre feehng ; we soorl found out that nothing on earth could
be better calculatéd for a game ‘of hiderand-seek, after school, than
the host of pews, and the heavy old rumbling galleries. The dea-
con’s seat became an excellent reception for our. sun-bonnets and
dmner-baskets, and theJower pulpit stairs made. capital seats for
theisewing’class, for they received the benefit of extra light from
the. arched window; besides, the stairs were carpeted,. and the
henches were not, altogether our removal to, the old meeting-house
rendered us far more comfortable and happy than we had been with
our learned master of the academy. 'We had no-older scholars to
amuse themselves with our imperfect pronunciation ; and if theaca- »
demy bell did somettmes drown the humble rat-tat-tat of our mis-
tress’s rule against the. heavy door-post of the old meeting-house,
with  its aristocratic clamour,, then -ten mmutes play-time thus
«amed,;morexthan,compensated for the loss.of dremty As far as
out-door, con.vemences .went, we,certainly had the advantage of our
]ofty,ne;ghbours. .Thesweep ofheavy green:. sward which fellfrom
the,old,hudmng, to .the hlghway, ,with a- scarcely perceptlble de-
seent,/ aﬁ'orded usa dehghtful play- ground,zand we had the bene-
fit of an old patnarchal apple tree, always full of robms nests, a and
heavy with: blogsoms in the spring season, and which afforded us 2
delicious; assortment offine green apples durmg the suromer, If
our teacher was sent f for from-a distant town ; and if she was not so
well versed m the dead lanrruages, -and. general sciences,.as the stu-
denf 1cross the way, she had one of the. best. hearts and sweetest
lempers that ever brooded in a female bosom. There wes not 2

‘nroht want of prmcrple, in the possessor.
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child in her school Lwho did not Iove her._ 1t ul to
the little girls gather round about her chan: on“a“.mormng, .with,
thelr srmple oﬂ'ermr's. One would brmg a cluster‘ of red cherrles,
and mth t_he thanks of 1 her teacher, causing her, Ifrﬁtt!e heart to leap,
and her eye to bnghten, would return to her_seat apd hold up. her
book to hide the happy smlles, which sprmg up so.naturally to the
face br' "a child "at each p]easurable emotion, - Another hrought a
handful of damask‘roses, and was. happy if for that day one of the
half-open buds.shed i 1ts {rg‘grauce on the hosom or amld the curls of
« the mxstress. It was marvellous how soon the aﬁ'ectlonatc crea.,
tures learned to study ber, taste, and l:o rn?d the expressron of her
eyes. Though she, seldom dlsplayed a preference for any of our,
httle gifts, but recefved allskmdly, »and thh her own sweet, grateful
smlle, there was, not a phll.d “,'. &,eould no Ave | named her favour-
ite ﬂower, or who would have, dreamed‘of brmg ng. _anythmg o\;er-;
blown or, gorgeousforher. T g ]
MlSS Btshop had not been among us a fortmght, before we knew
that she was not happy The colour on her dehcnte cheeL was un-
steady, and’ sometlmes far. far too brdhant. Therc were ttmes
when she would sit and gaze through the window into the  grave-
yard thh her large melancholy eyes surcharged with a strange
ltght as if she were pondering on the time when she, also, might
lie down i in the cold carth and be at rest. She was not gloomy—-
far from it; at times she was gay. and chxld like as ourselves. On
a rainy day, when the grass was wet, and’ we were obltged to ﬁnd .
amusement within doors, I have kpown her j join in our: ltttle games,
with a mirth as free as that which gushed up | from the llghtcstheart
among us, At such times, she would sing ¢ to us by the hour toge:
ther, tdl the gallenes and the old arch seemed ahve wrth bxrd mu-
src. But her cheerfulness was not ,constan ;tﬂ.lt seemed to 'anse
more, from prmcrplc anda strono' resolutxon overcome sorrbw,
than from a spontaneous m:pulse oifuthe'heart., S
Itis strange ,whatfancles wdl sometunes enter thc rmpdso (¢hil:
drep—how qurck they are; to percelve, and‘how«gust the.deductions
they wxll oﬂen drapv from shght premls;es. 3 ,Itswastnot long ‘be‘foie
thejsgrlrow vgbnch evrdentlyahung over#our young mlstress, bccamf ;
«a subject; of specula'txon and’ comment dn’ our,, p‘}ay hours. ,,,One
;,,_,9}:2}“&5113 came,to the house rather latergthan ushal.A Wc were
all gathered abgut { the door“_,tarecelve her °°and whemshé"‘ﬁ'aved her‘
hand:t'nltqke’n that we should take our;places, there.was a cheerful
strrfe which should obey the 51gual fiest. Never do, I remember
her so beautlful as on that ‘morning. The clear snow. of her t‘ore-
head, and that portlon of her slender neck, exposed by her hxgh
dress, mmgled in delleate contrast with the damask brightness on
her cheek and hps. _ ‘An’ expressxon of contentment, subdued, the
somettmes pamful bnlhancy of her eyes, and with a beautrful Smtle,
beammg over that face in thanks for the offering, she took a half.’
open’ wlnte rose, wnth a faint blush slumbenng in its core, from the
hand ot' a little gtrl, and tmned it among her hair, just over thcleft
temple, before taking her seat. The morning was warm, and all
the doors had been, opened to adrmt afree c1rculatton of arrthrough
the tall hulldmg My seat was near the pnlprt directly opposite.
the northern door, wlnch commanded a vnewlof the hzgh\ray., I
was, gazm«r 1dl y at the sunshme whxch hghtcd up a; portton of thc’
lawn in beautlful coutrnst w1th the thtck grasswhlch st:ll ]ay in the
shade, ghttermg thh rain- drops—-for there had been a shower dur-
ing the mrrht-when a strange horseman appeared ga]lopmg along
the road He checked his horse, and after surveymg the old meet-

mg-house a moment, ‘turned mto the l'ootpath leadmg,to the south-.
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ern door. o
Seldom have 1 seen a, more lot’ty carnage or 1mposmg person,
than that ot' the stranger as he .rode sloiwly across the lawn. Hts
face, ata first view, appeared emmently handsome buton a second
perusal, a close observermlght have detected somethm darmg and
lmpetuous, whrch vvould have taught him to su’pect lmprudence, if
He was mounted ona no-v
ble horse, and his dress, though carelessly worn, was rich and ele-;
crant. He had ridden close to the door, and was drsmountmg,
“when Mz’h Blshop looked up A shght ery. burst from her l:ps,,
and startmg from her seat,,she turned wildly. towards the door, lasv
if medxtatmg an rescape H but the stranger | had scarcely set his foot:
thhm the buddmg,lwhen she moved down the. alsle, though her’
face was deadly palc, and there was 3 look of, mlngled terror and
grlef in her eyes.-. I‘ he stranner advanced to, meet her wnth a qutck
cager stepJ and put forth hlS hand At ﬁrst she seemed about to_
reJect it,, and when she d1d extend hers, it was tremblmg and wrth-
ev1dent reluttance.' He retamed her hand in his, and bent l'orward
a;tf ab'odt‘to salute her. She shrunl. backi shuddermn- hcpfftth«

hw gaze i and we could see tbat d}eep cnmson ﬂush da_rtl ovg: her,
he'

cheek ltke the shadow of a btrd ﬂlttll‘l" across the sun’s dxsk
stranoer dropped her hand and set his llps elose togcther, “ehile-

was beauttful to see ;
I
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Sh?awf“.‘lg hier hands -and uttes somewords o e‘x}trenty Ii[c look-
¥ A\ - l = g I\.‘i( 5
ed hard at her asshe spoke, but wrthopt’; appeago}g lﬁ« heed
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peal had walked 2 few paces up,the atsle, and ta cing, off

leaned heavrly ,ngamst a pev ¢ door whnc}l chanced’ to be open. Hts’

W, L =f e r,,

was a bold countenancel I have seldom looked ;on a forehead lso

iy %

massn’e and so "nll of mtellect. Yet the dnrk kmdlmg eye, the
haughty Jip,s bespoke an untamed w1]l and passtons'yet to be con- :

1R T bs

guered or to e deeply repented of .in. remorse and in tears, ],As
he stood bel'ore that. tunld glrl she shruuk from, and vet seemed

Bl L5

{
nlmost fasc.mated hy the c\traordmary power of expressnon thnt
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pnssed over Ins face. Ilns dark Lye grew mtsty and mcltmg thh

voeaaisly’

tenderness as he took her hund agmn, reverently between both hxs,

L

and pleaded with her ns one pleadmg for lns last hdpe m hfe. 5 We N
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could hot hear hrs words, but there was somelhmg m the deep .
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Maow ked 47g2f tard

phcauon, ,.whtch ferv women Acgulcll havi‘re;sﬁlsted Buut she,:dxd;re-
L Fe(? - e tald e e

snst thouvh even a chtld mlght have seen, the cﬂ'ort was, brenl\mg,
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her heart.. Sadly, and in avoice full ot: suppresscd agony and re-:
S Tl ak

gret, she answered lnm, her srnall hnnds weré claapcd nnplormgl),
and ber sweet face was lifted . td hts \v1th the expressxon of 3 tned
spmt, beseechmfr the tempter to depart and leave herin peace
Again he answered her, but now his. voice trembled and its deep
tones were broken as_they swelled through the hollow building.
When he bad done, she(spoke agam in the same ‘tone as bet‘orc, and
wtth the expression of sad resolve unmoved from her face. Hebe-
came angry at last; his cyes kindled, and hls.heavy forehead ga-
thered in a frown. She had ertended her hand, asif, to talce faves
well; but he dashed it away, “and, regardless of her tlmld vo:cc,
rushed towards the door. .
Mtss Blshop tottered up the msle, and sunk to her chmr, trem-

‘-a.‘. PO A

blmg all over, ‘and’ drawmg her breath in qmck paml’ul\gnspsg .\Ve

JEURY
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all started .Up, !and‘ were about tp Lcronid around her wnth l_l}eless.
o W PRGN TTY 3 B AN T ) [N

amen ns,. wh D ma & fthe
l oS ?'trlgrsd*m‘ Gp m.h(.m .g,e ‘rqeqa“zme up % u.nd.ss]:e~
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‘tears.and
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Mpry’" he‘rsald,,;h;etndmg!oven*h r,chau', andlspenkmg mra low g
e * f N

,Jl;m f»gn’l'ltu 1A 2 31
Suppr se%yor‘cje—-for\all traces oftpasmop l{’,,“{g'???él’ pedt ‘i' oc:ln:al:z

‘face & ““Mary, onoe.agam,,and for, ‘23 laat.tlme,"*l entre'ps¥
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..motlons,‘hke a. tlock of fnghteneil.btrds whe
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p.,-u-g/glf-:t LN
us both—for, conceal lt as you,wtll \you cannot have;forgotten the

i
i

past There was a trme- g o
143,

“ Do not speak of it, George Mason, 1f you wbuld not hreak my
heart here, 'and at once—do.not—in, mercy, arouse memories that
' never will sleep again !”; said ;the -poor; girl,- rising slowly to her
fcet, and wringing her hands, ovcr whlch the tear-drops lell hke

rain,
“Be calm, Mary, T beseech you.. 1 vnll say nothmg that ought

to pain or, ternt‘y you thus—bonsent to fulﬁl the engagementso cru-
clly broken oﬂ“ and bere, in thrs sacred place, I promrse never to
stand bestde a gammg table, nor, touch anothrer card in my Yife:! X

knovv thaJt m othcr thmgs I have smned agamst you, almost beyend :
ek Ny T

forglvencss, l)ut 1 wdl do any tlnng, R

every thmg') ou can dlctntb,,to
atone f'or[the wrongs done that—that poor, glrl
neﬂvevrmsee her “58‘".', s )
Miss B Ls‘hloprlooked‘ up, thh a pam_ll"nl smrle, and}al l“al:tll; cplour
sp'rea‘('lwfrom“ herr neck down’:over Her; deck and bosom. Y
“ Can you tn)lf W2

her name—can you, gather (up the pff‘ectlons

q/ha 9 e ,‘

%afedt l", i

ofn young heart whens

"once wxcltedly lavtshed and teach them to bud and I)lofs.som "}/ﬂ,‘.‘
bosom wlnch sm has desolated? As wiell mtght you. attemp}w to

give its pbrfume back to the w1thcred rose, or take away t}le staii

Ty ’/{r,

frin the brunsed hly, when 1ts urn. has been brokenl(a'nd trampled
in the- dust - Vain'man! Go nnd ask forglv‘enrcss of that God

whose most lovely work you have despon]ed With all your pnde
and wealth of mtellect, you have no power to make atonement fo

N
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that one numan bemg, ‘whom you have led mto sm nnd sorron
She turned from h:m as ‘the lastrwords dletl1 on her lrps, and c?.
Tl gy

: 2 £
vering her face, wept as one wbo bad no comfort’left. Tears stood

m Jthat prond man s eye, and hlS haughty hp trernhled as h\e gazed

upon her. He,dld not speak agam, but hftecl helr hand reverentlye
1 Y i Lo fh I .

:Ato hlS]lpS, and hasted away o ) 'u o e
A week went by and ever) day e could see that our “ youug

'L‘i ¥ (S Ty}
mlstress wnlkcd rnore fechly Iup the lawn, and.,thnt the.co our, gn .

.- ' [ "“|" ™
hLl‘ rneek bpcame pal.nfu Y, vavul She Lways,becn trouble
P YN, HEEMA ] pafy vl
w1t11 a shght cou!gh, but now xtﬂoften startled us wpgtf its: freq sacy; -
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and hollowness. On 1Sziturc‘lay 15 had becn l)cr l;abntt ive:us -
| 261, 4 a4t Tl
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some httle proof o£ approbatlon—a cert:ﬁcate, somettm@ neatly
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«wntten, but mor\e frequently omamented by,,a tmy{f rose-—1- butter- :

ﬂy or grasshopper, from her ownjl'z—'xl]bfsnjte fa‘u?'ca. the Satar-

day mght in questlon, she distributed her httleI gnfts,andhtchanced
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ey th-rw .

tones of hxs volce, and in that air ot‘ mmgled prlde, energy nnd sup~ o
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shad Jalwnys lJecn troubled.\ .
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 8gain, ..We shrunk baclearound the pulplt statr‘sﬁ and \\gatc ._;fd hig .7, -
! k

back the cruel words you, havo spokcn.,u Thex wnll bg,{t e l"u‘ld' of 25

tand T wdl: ne'ver - '

away the stam whlcthns beelr elﬁshly ﬂdng on .
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