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ANCIENT REMINISCENEES,

In King’s Chapel, in Tremont-street, Boston, is & monument to
the memory of Frances Shirley, wife of Governor Shirley. There
are none of the contempormies of this lady remaining. YWe know’
but little of her except from this monument, and the faint and vi-
sionury sléetches” that become more and more indistinct, as they
pass through successive gencratious. After a panegyric on. her
urlues, this record follows :

« Mear this cxcellent mother; lie ‘the mortal ‘remains “of her
second daughter, Frances Bullen, late wifeof° erlmm Bullen,
Esq., "the King's Advocate in the Vice-Admiralty Couit of ‘the Pro-
vince of Massachusetts, whose virlée and great beauty, prudence,

.plel) cultivated underatandm and ﬂemle manpoers, were the de-
light of all while she lived. ‘

¢« The too briel space of her life was passcd ere she had attam-
ed her twenty-fourih year, and she died on the twelfth of Murch,
1744; decply lamented by her husband, parents, and friends.”

Itis truly suid we live a second tlme in our children. Of thef
dnughter of this lady and grand-daughter of Governor Shirley,
Frances Shirley Bullen, there is much known" that is interesting.
A friend of hers is still living at an advanced age. o

Her mother died while she was very young, and her f'rthcr,
being appointed agent for Massuchusetts to the court of St. James,
went to England, and left her to be educated in this country. The
property thch she was to inherit made it proper to appoint guar- )
dians of distinguished respectability. These were Judge Trow-
'bndge Judge Russcl, and Her uncle, Mr. Tcmple o

With Judge Trowbridge, at Cambridge, she prmcrpnlly‘recided
Her wealth and bewty attracted admirers at an errly age ; butit
was' well underatoogl, that her fatlrer was averse to her formmg
:my matrlmomul connexron "in Amerrca and lhat he looked fouvard

1
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10 her mal(mrr a splcudrd allmnce in Eermd B
. .The éarly parl oF hef hfe was passed’ m'mhocent U"UGU uncloua-
éd by 1houoht of the f'uture She forimed those ‘assotiations with
frrends of” her, own sex, lo whn.h the youthful mind so naluru]l;
taras, and Talt as if her"\Worid-6f happiness esisted ot this side of
the Atlantic. At the: age of eighteen; she reccived a summons frorm
her father to come o him ; and, with deep sensibility; she parted
with Mrs.! Trowbridge, who. had sulp'pliéd to her'the place of her
own mother. “T'here was no. mother to welcome her to the strange
land to which she was going 5 of her father she-had buta slight
remembrance ; and, if friends were in store, they mast be new
ones. She made a thousand promises to write constantly ; and
said, ¢ that to lay open her whole heart” to those she Had }fﬂ
behind * would be her greatest solace.” :

Soon after her arrival in Enuldnd letters came ; but they were
not the transeripts of her warm and affectionate heart ; it was evi-

~ dent to her friends, that they v verenntten in u depressed and con-
strained manner,’ * At length, -all correspondr-nce ceased, and they
Jieard of her only by report. ‘Tt was soon understood, that her
fither did not wish- her to continue her intercovrse with her Ameri-
can friends, and was continually haurted by fears that she might
defeat his ambitious project by forming some alliance bengath her.
This led him to l\eep a constant guard upon her movements, and
to prohibit her from general society. One sohce, however, he
allowed her, and that was the privilege of p'lssmtr a few days
with Mrs. Western, a female friend of great respectability and i in-
fluence. This lady becume fondly attached to Frances, who ac-
quired, from her elegant and cultivated nanners, a polish that she
could not have gained in her father's family.

Mrs.®Western resrded a few. niiles from the city, and it was ]rup-
piness-to her ydung'friend to quit its noise and dust and enjoy
those scenes in the country, that reminded her of her early wall
in Cambridge, and the*winding 'course of Charles river. Mrs.
Western had sons, but they were absent from home, and the fu-
ther’s apprehensions, with regard io them, seém not to have been
awakened. One of them returned home on a visit to his mother,
-while Frances was. staying with ber,” Mrs. Western itnmediately
made arrangements to restore the young lady to her futher’s resi-
dence the next day, knowing his extreme anxiety on'the subject,
~ The breakfast hour,.with her, was: one of cheerful meeting.-
She:took her seat.as uswal at the table; and, after waiting some
time in pain for the appearance of her. guest,  ‘sent'a spmmons to
her room. The messenger returned with the intelligence, that she
was not there, and that the room did not_appear to have been oc-
cupied during the night. She sent to her son’s room ; the young
student was not to be found," the truth flashed upon her mind,—
they had eloped together !, Nolhmg remained ' but -to .send.a de~
patch to the father, acquamtmg bim. wrlh:berrsusprclons .

-He lost no time in repairing to. her mansron, and loaded -harwith .‘

reprouches. IIjs peeusalions avere violent and unfounded, and he
more than hinted, that she.was accessory to the elopement.  Mrs.
Westeru preserved-a_calm and dignjfied deportment,’ and replied,

“that the measure was. as unpleasant to herself'as to him ; that
her son had not yet finished his education, and a matrimonjnl co-
nexion might preve a blight to. his future exertions.”” - She also
observed, ‘“ he w as not of nire ~and-could not, . for some. time,
come into possessign of* his owp. proporly That now as the lhmg
was irremediable, they had better submit to it with ma«rnnnnmiy s

Necessity is a never-failing counsellor. The . father, comented
himself with solemnly protesting he never would forgive, or see,
hrs daughter. Mrs. Western, on the contrary, received the young
couple with geptleness when they returned, which they did after a
few days’ absence, and endeavoured,. by maternal counsel, to ob-
viale the evils.of this rash and disobedient step. )

Years passed on;, and they had several children. Though the
father* still adhered to his- determination of ‘not forgiving. his
daughter, in the tenderness of her husband and. his mother, and
surrounded by blooming and healthy chrldren ‘her life was tranquil
and happy. -« . .

Some months after the brrlh of thc youngest child, Mr, and Mrs.
Western set out on a journey, taking the infunt with them. Atan
inn, where they stopped, Mr. Western got out of the phaeton. At
that moment the horses, which were usually perfectly gentle, took
fright, and ran with his wife and child, notwithstanding ull lus own
and his servant’ s attempts to stop them, r '

The molher s first lhou«ht was for her infant, nnd selzmw anop-
portunity when the speed of the Liorses was a little checked, by a
hill, she threw it upon a hedge of foliage. A molher s ears are
quick, she distinguished the cry of the child’; it ‘was not ong of
dhtrc:s ‘and shc f(.lt new courage, and, spm}gind herselffrom the
carrigge with but’ slight injury, w‘us able to hnsten rmmedmtely
back to recover the chlld Shc found it safe qar{rd uuhurt " and lt‘
recocmsed rts molher wrth Lhe Joyous\wclcom)o oé 1nﬁmt nﬂ'ectron
With'oheart flled with grntrtude for }helr prescrvatlon, she wzﬂk-
anxiety." S -

- The first person sho met was her own servant, “1We are safn
and uninjured,’” she exclarmed “ husten buck and tell your nias-
ter.”’ -

He peither moved nor gpoke, and as she looked in his face she
perceived signs of deep distress. *¢ What has happened ? what
have yvou to tell 2'* she exclaimed. He was unable to evade her
cager inquiries, and the information he gave lier was abrupt and
overwhelming. Mr. Western, in endeavouring to stop the horses,
ns they rushed furiously forward, received a violeht blow on the
breast, from the pole of the carriage, and fell dead on the spot.
[lis wretched wife fainted at the intelligence, and so dreadful was
the shogk, that for many months ber reason was partially estrang-
ed. Ierfather could not resist this '1ccumulatron of distress. 1le
went immediately to see her, and contmued the intercourse, sooth-
ing her grief by parental tenderness.

After these melancholy events took place, she. resided wholly
in the coumry, devoting hersell* to the education‘of her children.
She died many years since ; and only one of her American frlends
still survives her.--—-New Fork .M'mor
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THE BARONESS DE DRACEK.
A CELEBRATED FRENCH BPORTSWOMAN,

Having heard of a lady of the name of Drack (for thus is her
name pronounced) who was famed for her love of the chase, and
the destruction of wolves and boars, as well as for huntmw the
wild stag and Yox, in this deparlment of France, 1 derermmed on
vrsrtmg the place of her late residence, with a view of ascertum-
ing some particulars of her history, which I could not olherwrse
have become acquainted with. It being only fourteen years
since her death took place, I though I might meet with some do-
mestic about the chatean who could give me information reapect-
ing her, and in this I was not drsnppomted ; the- mardener, now
in charwe of it, having- commenced his service in her establish-
ment as whrpper-m and feeder. \VhatI saw and heard [ will
now proceed to detail, ‘ ' o
! The chateau at w}uch Madume Drack (I will keep to lhat pro-
nunciation of lier name, as such'she was generally known by )
resided, is situated about sixteen mrles from: Caldis, about thrée {o
the left of 'the road between Arares and St. Omer, and Ao ah’lch
and well-tlmbered country, in ‘whlch Henn Quntre,\of ,eFrn

: once had 3 huntmg sent but the up ronch to it is. 'by.a'f-ro.xd’by

ed on to et her'husbunrf Kaowiigthie Hiust be’ epdurmg dreudful‘:
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ever of'a different sort, namely, n.low one-horse phecton, 1 arrived,
in safety at the gates, over which. were displayed a considerable
number of w olvcs heads, one of which was of surprising dimen-,
sions. On lmvmﬂ at the bell I was admitted, and I will com-
wence by giving a descnptnon of the domnm aud the chateau, nud
a few relics of its late most. o\lruordmary possossor .
Her maiden namne was Mavie Cecile, Chmlqtle De Lauretan,
and, 1 lmve reason to belle\'ol an hexress to a cowderablo amount
in her own uaht .Her, husband was Buron De Drack whom she
survived lhrrty-sr.\ years ; and. never having been cnccmte, she.
left no unmodmte heir.  Their joint unnunl income when married, |
amounted to '60, 000 francs (.£2400 of our morreyg, reduccd 1o,
40, 000 al her deuth ‘the ol lady: naving I conclude,, rounded the ,
cornels o[‘her eslufes as, she advunced m llfe, to moet the expenses
of her hospuulnty, and various olher claims upon her purse ;
for, be it known, she ,wag one of the kindest and. best ofher sex.
Her old servant spoke of* her in the highest torms of praise, not
only asto her nccomphshmenls of field and flood, but of her
kindness to her servants, and-great care of the poor. Of her per-

|son I am unable to say much. It had rather a masculine appear-

ance ; and her face was dnlmgulshed by a large wart.

The domnm,—mcludmg the house, stubles, and offices, a small
flower-gurden, a kitchen-garden of five acres, in which there \\i&ro
some peculiarly fine orange-trees, and a poddock in front oﬁtha
house,—wus cnclosed by a high wall, and entered by a doublo
set of large pmncl]ed gntes, the whole together not covermo dn
extent beyond ten acres of ground.- As for the house, it hns no'

rooms- and 'pnssnoes ‘of1hé first'Bogr” «." ' "
On the left:of 'the' entmnce-htﬁl ‘i thig dmner-room, i whro

amouwst others, 13 & prcture of Wadumc ‘with her hounds. rSh

mounted ona gray geldmg, gaid to-have: beemher?fuv Fite® hunter”‘l

und i lhusaéqmpped —Ar,green coat“'wnh uigo]d ‘band- round"ﬂrq

boots, and” ¢eated, of" course, @ la-Nimrod. In addmon to all
this, she has the coufeay de chasse by her srde, and lhe ﬁguro of
the wolf on the buttons of her clothes denoung the chgfd euvre
of her pursuits. Her best hunlmo-dress, richly ornamented, cost
1200 francs, but, with the exception of one button, Lhere was
nota remnant of it to be found. There were likewise in this
room a portrait of Baron de Drack, mounted for the chase, in an
olive-colored coat, faced with silver, and ina full cocked hiat :
and one of ‘a priest, who bad been preceptor to’ Mndnmo ‘in her
youth,

lancholy-occurrence that took-place in'it, one of a'very oppodlte
nature to those. of which it had for so ‘many years been the scene.

I was shown the' spot,’ in one coraer of “it, an which this extraor."
dinary person fell, stricken with’ apoplexy, in her soventy-fﬁh"!
year, and the next day:she died.
thesgrave in which her remuins ‘are lnid—between two elm trees,
in a.small churehyard hard by;:with nothing but a wooden cross’
at-its head; on which ‘the followma mscrrpuon appears : —¢ Iei
repose le ‘corps de noblo'Dame Marie Cecile Chatlotte de Lag-
retan, Baronne de Dracek. Decxdee le 19 Jan. 18283, oge 75 ”

In thé dmwnm-room are_several, prctures on various subJecls,
.lmongst "them a very good one of an ancestral general ofﬁcer, in
armor, with a beautiful’ ruﬁ’ round his nocl ; his hund resting on.
his helmet, and his cont of “avims appearing on one corner ol‘the‘
canvass.  There were othérs of hunting the wolf, the boar, the
stag, and the fox, in all of which Mndmne is conspicuous ; us well
as one in which she is represented in the uct of fishing, in which
she was a great adept. My informant spoke in great praise of her
favorite pecheur, and how much his loss was lamented by his
mistress. . Ier. huntsman also appears in one of those pictares,

I now proceeded to the l\rtchen, which bore evident traces of
the . good cheer that- for 80 many years existed in this hosprtable
chateau ; forasmuch ag, exclusive of a large fire-place, oven, etc.)
there:were six hot learths of more than usual dxmensrops. But™
when | state that, during the widowhood of Madame Drack—and

dinner parties every- week,’ that i is, after cach day’s huntmg, theso

»||There. was in-this-kitchen the ]argesl ‘bead of a stag I ‘ever sqw om
I}éard of} 13 the antlers'were. threé and-a hslf feet“m he)ght i

LIy

length of hrs fuce nnd forehcad measared sixteen” mche
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pretensions o architectural ornaments, but its'méans oﬂ,nﬂ'ordmgr K
accommodutlon muy be: unngmed from " the Tactof iyl hamncr,L
stepped lhxrty paces ‘an end,. a good yard to aﬁstcp, throug"h theJ ¢

But I cannot ‘quit this room:without the mention of a very me-

mounted, -and blowing his horn, in a ﬁne Jaced coat. N

no doubt such was the case in the Baron’s day-—she .had. thrce -

appendages to-good cooking were, noL morehlhnn were feqmsne. -

.
4

warst 3 Haty with: a«hl«rh crown’nnd nkemull*gold»bnndd\s‘}rer 'hdrr,uﬁ :
appearmv behind < in ruther lnrne curls.. leaiher br’eeckf’s %’nd"'r

I.also saw her tomb—ot rathér *




