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CHRISTIAN PI-ILOSOPIIY.

ANCIE NT llUitLOSOI'IIY %rit) CIHIST'IAN-
ITY CONTRtASTEI>).

Tu% vIttues of ZeoeandiEucllî were in ihem -
selves vcry unmmtimiml, 811J~ by unc monems actoin-
modateti te man. Tlmey) Iaay suit llfiolhers5
te speculate îîpaî li tihe 1 Orl% or li the Ackîlcîny,
but ihey cati neyer suit thse active lifr'. It svill

tiot le easy to persuade litn, Ifiat Ihere is nu0 suçh
ihing as Pain, andtihuit tiiereicre there cuglit ta lie
ne compl slniun ; titaI ve mire to fie insenible lu
thse cherms cf lrie,îdlîîm; tiit we oîre te rout ont
thse naturel affections, suid pat(make of nullme of tie
enjoymeûmts ofisoeiety, or tlle emîdearmnemts of pure
love.

Th'le virlues, Agaim, oi' Epieurtis were founttieul
upion the purquit Of 1tie;sure, as thet Sup~relle law
la man. lit tasct, ticte ivas air settiet! systein of
virtue agîceti upon Pinommg Ilihle sîbes

Notw, rend the viitue'q recoiniinleîl by Jestis
Christ; ley are tfhe înost perfect, both iii tiseir
nature amîi degtee. Thev mare ail natural: they
are acamniodtied te tii greal batik ofr mankinil:
the ktcwletige ai titem rcîuiires n de1mli of te-
searcli - the foumnuatiom or ilemmi is plinl andI simui-

pie tilcy are ail Ille conîrnantis tuf car INaker.
leis,,, mnt it is easy ta detçrinitne whicm

ofihese systeinu i laie amost likely td 1 rvidc fur
onr hap 1iniess : nu, tIm4t srtemo tvhiclt lîroneles
Let the lappiness ni' magikimuu, lias lthe îîrelerahle
claime to the tille ai' 1hilosephy.

But the Systems et' tie pfîilosopîiers weee allai
greatiy deictive ini thse nuiuuber aI' fleir vi.tues.

Aamoumg tîsamn, you nicet witli motfîiîig fike tîmit
huîmility, ineektiess, piardon of oflemîces, anti fir-

*ivenegs or injuries, wluicli are go doiiqpid1io0sii
the marais ai he C.uisîî'tîîl ivimici are recoin-
mendeti b3' tîme prec'PtIS lint exalniblc of ifs greai
Autilor. O1 the cooiurary, wvu sec among tîmeni
aîmsterity, a liarshsies ol' rnannerS, a plias c htu
temotat thm ta look tiawn wvltl camileîmîpt on ait
wiîa Nvere net initial ei lit tiliir îrlmciîiles. Tlivir

manners were unîcîniable and< iorbi~diiig i muid tlii
Syshem, in ail these respects, Olpaosite te limai re-
commendeti andi jracfîseîl by Jeas Cfimist.

The vii tues of flic GoSpel aire aise pu'rfectly na-
tural, easy, anti welt acconinmioutil ho insui. 'lucre

yai m aet with na unicasonalîle or absurd cont-
mands. Yeu are net enjoinirt ta Le insensible Ia
pain, ta repromîcl, ho iijîuy, alld a teoIîpmrstium
but yom are to tientlmu'm witî )irepriety, and even
with ctigmuty. Yeti cosy c :ijfuî ) ou nîaey ex-
press youir scisse of polis andt iîjumry ; uit you arc
net to give way te dea1 tlondemicy sîîand yan arc ta
mfosin as those limas have hotte.

Modern pîmiifeoopiier bave tieca emîabled to pre-
sent to thse vai a vm'ry pure andI ratiomal systein
oi natu rat religion. Th'is, they caR lise tiiscovery
ai reason, au iti pon titis primîciple they bave takemi
upea Iliemseveu ho deciare that revelatiaus is in%-
isecessary. But fini w1lah source have tliny de-
ripedtihuis kiiovlt(i'e of (lod ti uîluis îmeriedliomî
andI prov'idenmce 1 Witli rueîcct ta ail these, ail
te pshilosophera of tlm %varial, evei lime gmeitesf

acad the most perfect of them, before 1 lie camiiîg
of Christ, svere grossly irnotant. Every tliiî
excellent lun nattirat religloi, limaI is fouti iii tiiu'l
systems, i8 bommowcul fiong, tlhe book ai revelatiomi
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BRITISII AND F0IUl%'.GN BIBLE SOCIETY.

WVa bave beem kindly favourcd with a copy of the
Tlîiity-Sevenhhi Annmal lieport of this noble In-
stitution, andi have been inucli gratilieti by the
hasty glancé wbich we have been enamled to give
its contents. The intcresting anti well belecheti
extracîs irom tihe carrespjon-f once of the Society's

4ents il% dithjiremit parts ai thse world, fttrnisis the
mselierring andl cncoîîraging accounts of thse

increamet suiccess wbi.cf every where attends thie
circulation of lige Iîoly Scriptures. The mighfy
God of Jacot) iq erninecumuy witb bis servante, in

thse namerous toits andi difllculties which thiy
ait colet! to endure, while uistributing tie bgead

i tire te a perilimsg wcrld. E Ximachu will ho
oundmu imn anatie r caltmui.

Tîmore arc at lîrosemît comnectil is'itli lime Bri-
islî amni Fomeigu Bible Society, is tiremit Bitaia,
ter Colonmies, cmid melediencies, 178 Auxiiiiricsq,
530 Branmches, 2,20)3 Associatiems-tntuii, 3f,211.

Theo jînuilmer ai Foreigmn 8ocietlî'p, lnummmoumly or
ut presemil assistoîl îy lihe hiriti6l muid Foreip~i Bii-
)le Societuy, amnoutitta fa612.

Vfic lluily Scriplmmes arc now ilistmibumhetd, piit.
su, auit traimslattdtf ini wliole or im pîmî ml ini 13(j

lamiguages or uiaiecls-ulirectly or imiuireclly l'y
thme Society.

Tite issues l'y tIme Blile Society since is con-
memceienl, <lareli 7, 180:1) armait le 5,098,815
Blibles, 8,124,568 Tcstnaemms- total, V4,223,383.
'l'lie imumîmîlmer of issues urimg lime paust year are
:'27,81 I Bibles, M73,10)1 Te'stain e ts- total ' 900,'-
919-, boum8 12,1,552 more lImaI tIs i ofie pre-
vioua ycar.

'rie total expienulifure ai tlme Bible Society iii
Ibis great anti gînriomis svork, -qimce lils commence-
menh, la X2,7741,095 12a. I.; limato aie lIatl
yemmr, £13,34 185. 9d1.

WVlilsl we rejoica in tlie deligmt'ul f'acf, limaI
1>motesant Ciiristmns of evcry naine comîlril,îîe oi
thîcir imfluence, labuir, or luraîerty ta lIme great
andu goodu cause of sending lIhe e'rerlosling Gospel
ta ea.rtim's reamahesi baimnds ; se, nevertmolcua,
fuîlly cgree \001 (lietn Comnîittee, iii ucktiowiedg-
iisg ý lfmai aie ofîlie besettimg ovils a tise dmiy is,
a dispositionî (aities by mRnmy caiuses) ta retire
ivitti Our oivi circles, andi to sec mua goond bcyomu

limeihauts ai lîose circie. A desire forpueace amu
quicîness rosters sucs a mdispositiomn. An iuica lhah
imnre gacu moy, ii tîmis wvmy, Le accammiislied,
aduls strenglitfa thse feeling; ini whlicl, indeeti,
tîsere is ccrtciuiiy saine measure ai Irumîl, if chiari-
ty ba buit mnaimt.ined. But tisase whos no keep
tiiemselves t'xclusivu.iy ta ihemselves, iîavimîg ne
opîîartumity ai belmoldumîg svhmc is Iovely in ailiera,
andI hearimmg, it may be, nany a repoartf othings
tbat are unlvrly, arc in damnger of imaagining thua
lia alier circie but tîmeir ewn due$u or can aumy

geai! liag dwseli. Oh, lImaI sc persoa conîti
Le persua'ieîI, in lime spirit ar lave, ta meel lhi'ir
îIiflerimîg, anti, as (Iîey possibly jnudge, thmeir orring
brethrcmî; [tour allen woulu they Le reiresscu
wilis thei siglit ai excellence, tise existence ai

slilch lhcy lmait nover 8o inuicl as supposeti I Oh,
Say semlier, witl ait tIhe imiirmilios limaI May
aftendth Ie union existimig in lime Bible Society,
ilmere Le miot stlll nmany ticys la lime course ai ils
years, svlich arc cal unmworumy ta ise cahieul
tiuys ai the Son ai. amn,"-" days af tcircshing

froin the presence ai thse Lart,"-days la wlmicl
Clîristians ai diflerent naines are onafuledtia recag-
aise ini each alier lIse grand ulistinguishmng, lime
alemte esseitiéaI5 eideicit tisat tfey are subjecis
ai the iuingitm i (loti" Jtighetmsismi, pemice,
nut joy imn tise Roaty Gistsîl"

Os' ail tule ai wiich tiagrace ucan nature,
ia vice is mare lîrevalent Iban tisai ai taking tise

Lorul's nsaune ini vain. This cwfnhiy wicketi prac-
lice. "Ptua, lmke Maly oliser vices, confinita hoie

iui aiuoned mid -profigahe jseýhIQof aihe coam-
m U l; ;ILut la practiseul alike lbt'gL anti low

ricrni fluor, tise learneti ansd the iliîherate-cand
fiowever asteunduug il may appsear, evem lim'e lira.
ressors ai religion--lîmoàe %vima macy Le seen regu-
iariy accnpyimg tiseir allte in the lianse aiGodi
andi picoessedly engaging ln His.worship-cre nao
cil innocent of Ibis mast ticring ofemce agaumat lieM ajesty of Heaven t We knaw ciano harassuf-
Iicmcilly slrang ta express aur abisorrence ai lim

p)rnctice ai blîîspileming, or irrevcrentiy uming tIse
socritil naine ofia just onîd Iîuly God. Truly, [le
la luing-sufft.riing and i nercifîîl, nlot willing Ihat
aily sisaulti lîrisli, but thut ail shoult come te tihe
knovledgue of (lie trumth, nnd be savoîl. A very
celelrastedl f'mmmle wrifrrjmstl observes, thant f« It
is utterly inexcusale ; it lins linof ai t pallia-
tives of tî'mumîtatiomî whiclî cher vices pleild, andi
!in tfînt meplieet stnnds uîistimguislied irom ail others,

Imuttt il% ias nature ant( dt! grec a( ititt. Like many
otimer glas, lîowcver, it is aht once cause sudi efiect:
il. lroctetls frein want of love andi reverencoe te
the Lest or Ilcimgs, and causes the want of that
love hoth in flieinselves and <itiers. This opecies
of profanellmîss ig ntt olily èWvmaring, but, perilspe,
ii saine re'spects, swearing of thme w<rst sort : a i
la ant expross breneli of a direct commandi, andi of.
fends against Ille vem.y taetter of that law, which
says, li se many words, 1rThu aitait neot lake thse

naine ofthe Lord tlmy Goul in vain.' It offends
igainst politpitnos suad gond brcumfor those
wfîo commiuit it litile tlink af the pain they are ini-
Ilictimg oi (lie sober Illmd, whiclî lu deeply
wvounded wvbem it hea the imaly name it loves
dielionoureti ; andi it is Fis contrary to gooul breeti-
ingt tu give p4ii, Bq il is f0 truc pirty to Le pro-
f -ane. il is astonigbimg that the reliot and i oe-
gant sauilti fot reprobate this practice for its
coarseiiçse andi vulgaiity, as mcl as the piaus
abhior it for ifu sinftilness. 1 woomld enulcavour to
give soine faimît imica af the grossesof lîisoffence
hy ant amalogy, (oh 1 how inad(equaate Z) wvith wlmlch
the feeling hert, even though net semnedcî ivith
religion, inay yet be touschait. To suici 1 woîuld
earîîcstty sny -Suppose you hall saine beloveti

ftienti-to put thme case sf ili more strongly, a de-
parteti iriend-a revereti parent, pcrhaps-whoe
image neyer occurs uvitîmout awskeninig In yoc.r
bosam sentiments of tender love and liveiy grati-
tuade ; heur weuld yeni feel if you heard hhie hq-
nouremi nine bondira about wit h ttfeelir.g faini-
liarity endi indecent levity :or, at hest, thrumst loto
every panu af Spîeech as a vulgar expletive ?
Dues nat your affectiommale- fcart recoil et thse
timouglit?1 Andi yel, the lîmllowed glaie of your
truest Benef.actor, your liîcvenly Faiher, your
laest FriVmmIl, to wlîoin you arc inubttd for ait yoms
enjoy :who gives.ven those very irientis in twhom
you so mcl delight, Ibese vcry talents will
wlîiclî you disîmonour fim, those very organs of

speech with wvhicm yon blaspheine him,-is trat-
cd witl an irroveremîce, a contempt, a wantonnmess,
wih wlîich yon onenout bear lthe very hhogighl or
mention ai trentin;- a humant fimien. MLs nome
ie impioumsly, lausnieelingly, ts unigrateinlly singleti
out as the abject oi dlecideti 1 reverence, of syste-
matic contempt, of hongfmtless levity. flis sacreul.
namne la useti indiscriminately to express anger,
joy, surprise, impatience, andi, what is alnoatatill
more unpardonable titan ail, it is wantonly nseti as
a amers nnmeaning explotive, which, lieing excitait
by no temptation, can have nothimg ta extenmahe
it-wvhich causing no emotion, can have nothing
to recommeni lif, utiaeas il Lce ple iasure of the
sin.»

IVe bolieve that were the protestors or religion
more consistent in timeir condumct, andi more faithful

il% repraving sin, that this and oaber glariig-vîces
,unhappily too prevalent, wovata, with thse Divine
,bIvssing, spoedily give way belote tîscir powcrfîal
italluence anti exemple.

tA PSYN-riN Pms has recently been estmuhlislmed
hy thme Mistuioncries ai Tananarivo, the capital of
Madagascar. Four of the nativca have basal

etrainem as compositors.


