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CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPIIY.

ANCIENT PUILOSOPHY ano CIHRISTIAN-

1TY CONTRASTED.
Tus virtues of Zeno and Epictetus were in them-
selves very unnatural, ana by no means accom-
modated o man. ‘I'hey may suit philosophers
to speculate upon in the Povchor inthe Academy,
but they can never suit the active life. It will
not be easy to petsuade men, that there is no such
thing as pain, and that therefore there ought to be
no complaining ; that we are o be insensible to
the charms of friendship; that we are to root oul
the natural affections, and partake of none of the
enjoyments of sociely, ot the endearments of pure
love.

The virtues, again, of Epicurus were founded
upon the pursuit of pleasure, as the supreme law
to man. !
virtue agveed upon among the philosophers.

Now, read the viitues recommended by Jesus
Christ; they are the most perfect, both in their

nature and degree. They are all natwal: they

are accommodaled . lo the great bulk of mankind :

the kacwledge of them requives no depth of re-

search: the foundation of theni is plain and sim-

dle: they ars all the commands of our Maker.
n this stalement, it is easy to delermine which

of these systems is the most likely td provide for

our happiness : and that system which promotes
best the happiness of mankind, has the preferable
claim to the title of philosopby.

But the systems of the philosaphers were also
greatly defective in the number of their vi. tues.

Among them, you meet with nothing like that

humility, meekuess, pacdon of offences, and for-
giveness of injuries, which are so conspicuous in
the morals af the Gospel 5 and which are recom-
mended by the precepts und example of its great
Author.  On the coutrary, we see among them
austerity, a harshness of manners, a pride that
tempts them to look down with contempt on alt
who were not initiated in their principles.  Their
manners were unamiable and forbidding ; and their
system, in all these respects, opposite to that re-
commended and practised by Jesur Cluist.

The virtues of the Gospel ave also perfectly na-
tural, casy, and well accommodated to man, “Fhere

. you meet with no unicasonable or ahsurd com-
mands. You are not enjoined 1o be insensible to
pain, to reproach, to injuy, and to oppiession ;
but you are to bear them with propricty, and even
with dignity. You may complain : you may ex-
press your sense of pain and injury ; but you are
not to give way to despondency ; and you are to
moutn as those that have hope.

Modern philosophers have tieen enabled to pre—
sent 10 the world a very pure and rational system
of natural religion. ‘T'his they call the discovery
of reason, and upon this principle they have taken
upon themselves to declare that revelation is un—
necessary,  But fiom what source have they de-
rived this knowledge of God and his perfections
and providence ? Wit tespect to all these, all
the philosophers of the world, even the greutest
and the most perfect of them, before the coming

of Christ, were grossly ignorant, Every thing

excellent in natural veligion, that is found in their
systems, is borowed fiom the book of revelation.
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tn fact, there was no setiled system of

of life to a perishing world. Extracts will be
found in another column.

There are at present connecled with the Bri-
tish and Foreign Bible Society, in Great Britain,
er Colonies, and depenslencies, 478 Auxiliarics,
530 Branches, 2,203 Associations—total, 3,211,

The number of Foreign Socictive, formerly or
at present assisted by the Dritieh and Foreign Bi-
ble Society, amounts to 62.

The Holy Scriplures are now distributed, print-
ed, and translated, in whole or in part, in 136
langnages or dialects—directly or indicectly by
the Society.

The issucs by the Bible Society since its com-
mencement, (Mareh 7, 180:4) amount to 5,098,815
Bibles, 8,124,668 Testaments—tolal, 13,223,383,
‘The number of issues during the past year are
327,811 Bibles, 573,101 Testaments—total, 900,-
912: being 124,652 more that that of the pre-
vious year. )

The tolal expenditure of the Bible Sociely in
this great and glorious work, since its commence-
ment, is £2,774,095 12s. Id.; that of the past
year, £133,934 18s. 94,

Whilst we rejoice in the delightlul fact, that
Protestant Christians of every natne contribule of
their influence, labour, or property to the great
and guod cause of sending the everlasting Gospel
to earth’s remotest bounds ; we, nevertheless,
fully agree with the Comuwmittee, in .acknowledg~
ing ¢ that one ofthe besetting evils of the day is,
a disposition (aided by many causes) to retire
williin our own circles, and to see no good beyond
the limits of those circles. A desite for peace and
quietncss fosters such a disposition.  An idea that
more good may, in this way, be accomplished,
adds strength to the feeling; in which, indced,
there is certainly some measure of truth, if chari-
ty be but maintained. But those who so keep
themselves exclusively to themselves, having no
opportunity of beholding what is lovely in others,
and heating, it may be, many a report of things
that are unlovely, are in danger of imagining that
in no other circle but their own does or can any
good thing dwell. Oh, that such persons could
be persuaded, in the spirit of love, to meet their
differing, and, as they possibly judge, their erring
brethren; how often would they be refreshed
with the sight of excelience, the existence of
which they had never so much assupposed! Oh,
say whether, with all the inlirmitics that may
aftend the union existing in the Bible Socicty,
there be not still many days in the course of its
years, which are not unworlhy to be called
“days of the Son of man,”— days of refreshing
(rom the presence of the Lord,”—days in which
Christians of different names are enabled to recog-
nise in each other the grand distinguizhing, the
alone essential, evidences that they are subjects
of the kingllom of God—<¢ Righteousness, peace,
and joy in tho Holy Ghost 2"

BRITISII AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

" W iave been kindly favoured with a copy of the
Thirty-Seventh Annual Report of this noble In-
stitution, and have been much gratilied by the
hasty glance which we have been enabled to give
its contents. The interesting and well selected
extracts from the correspondence of the Society’s
Agents in different parts of the world, furnish the
woost chiecring and chcouraging accounts of the
increased success which every where attends the
circulation of the lloly Scriptures. The mightly
God of Jacob is eminently with his servants, in
the numerous toils and difficultics which they
are called to endure, while distributing the biead

OF all the sins which disgrace human nature,
no vice is more prevalent than that of taking the
Lord’s name in vain. This awfully wicked prac-
tice ig'not, like mamy other vices, confined to the

st abantdoned ii::'id'«proﬂignle pogtion of the com—
mugity’; but is practised alike bhigh and low,
rickanid poor, the learned and the illiterate—and,
however astounding it may appear, even the pro-
fessors of religion—tnose who tay be seen regu-
larly occupying their ssats - in the house of God,
and professedly engaging in His worship—are not
all innocent of this most daring offence against the
Majesty of Heaven! We know of no terms suf-
ticiently strong to express our abliorrence of the

practice of blaspheming, or irreverently using the
sacred name of a just und holy Ged, Truly, He
is long-suffering and merciful, not willing that
any should perish, but that all shonld come to the
knowledge of the truth, and be saved. A very
celebiated female writer justly observes, that ¢« It
is ulterly inexcusable ; it has none of the pallia-
tives of temptation which other vices plead, and
inthat respect standa distinguished from all others,
both in its nature and degree of guilt. Like many
other sins, however, itis at once cause and effect :
it proceeds from want of love and reverenco to
the best of Beings, and canses the want of that
love hoth in themselves and others. This species
of profancness is not only swearing, ut, perhaps,
in some respects, swearing of the warst sort ; as it
is an express breach of a direct command, and of-
fende ngainst the very letter of thal law, which
8ays, inn so many words, ¢ Thou shall not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain. 1t offends
against politeness and good breeding, for those
who commil it little think of the pain they are in-
flicting on the sober mind, which is deeply
wounded wheun it heats the holy name it loves
dishonoured ; and it is us contrary to good breed-
ing to give pain, us it is to true picty to be pro-
fane. 1t is astonishing that the refined and ele-
gant should not reprobate this practice for its
coarseness and vulgaiily, as much as the pious
abhor it for ita sinfalness. 1 wonld endeavour to
give some faint idea of the grossness of thinoffence
by an analogy, (oh | how inadequate 1) with which
the feeling heart, even though not seasoned with
religion, may yet be touched. To such 1 would
carnestly say: Suppose you had some beloved
friend—to put the case still more strongly, a de-
parted fricnd—a revered parent, perhaps—whose
image never occiirs without awakening in your
bosom sentiments of tender love and lively grati-
tude ; how would you feel if you heard this he-
noured name bandied about with unfeeling fami-
liarity and indecent levity : or, at best, thrust inte
every pause of speech as a vulgar expletive ?
Doaes not your affeclionate- heart recoil at the

thought 7 And yet, the hallowed name of yout
traest Benefactor, your heavenly Father, your
best Friend, to whoum you are indebted forall you

enjoy : who gives you those very friendsin whom
you so much delight, these very talents with

which you dishonour him, those very organs of
speech with which you blaspheme him,—is treat-
ed with an itveverence, a contempt, a wantonness,
with which you cannot besr the very thought or
mention of treating a human fiiend.  His name

ie impiously, is unfeclingly, is ungratefnlly singled

out as the object of decided irreverence, of syste=

matic contempt, of thoughtless levity. His sacred.
name is used indiscriminately to express anger,

joy, surprise, impatience, and, what is alinost still

more unpardonable than all, it is wantonly used as

amete unmeaning expletive, which, being excited

by no templation, can have nothing to extenuate

it—which cansing no emotion, can have nothing

to recommend it, unless it be the pleasure of the
sin»

We believe that were the professors of religion
more consistentin their conduct, and more faithful
in reproving sin, that this and other glaring vices
unhappily too prevalent, would, with the Divine

blessing, speedily give way before their powetful
influence and example.

A PrintinG Press has recently been established
by the Missionaries at Tananarivo, the capital of
Madagascar.  Four of the nalives have been
traived as compositors. -




