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T i.iiC * PlRT1AGES OF WISCONSI N IIISTORV.

SECKONE) 'D b ler years in the Unin. Wiscon-
sl»in ky.mnger tl,;u twvenity-niube of <>ur Statce.
but reckoined f rosit lie )-car it %'is firt traversed
0) ', bitc! 1nCie i-, Older thasn alitîost ail of thelli.

Most castern readt-rs of Il tilrofts first edition uf United
States I-i story.' %;tw %vithstirprise that WVisconsin wvas cross-
cd by Jolie±t and Marquette osi tlieir way to descend the
Mississippi as early as 1673-11Orc tlsan two Centuries ago.
]lut soie years ago, (il, 1853,> the wvc1l known historiant,
J. G. Shca, discovercd iu the :Ysiit Relations.~ for the year
i64o, this passage, wvritten by the Jesuit Father Le jeune,
front Qucbec to France: "M. Nicolet, who lias penctrated
farthest into these niost distant regions, lias assured me tbat
if he had puslied on thrce days longer on a great river wvhiclî
issues front the second lake of the Huronis, (Lake Michigan>
lie %votld have found the sea. Now 1 strongly sti!pect this
sea is on the siortlî of M.exicc. tîtat tbcereby- 'e could bave
ail entrauce into ja>an and Ch)ina."


