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VOO UUTHE WAY, R
Netrro is the way that leaileth vnls’ life, and foie
Aherebo that find its
ST : Matt, vil. 1,
There is a path pursued by fow,
A way, not pleasing to the view,
A narrow, lonely road R
" Through hiddén'snares and open foes,’
- ‘That puthi'thid Christinn pilgrim goes,~
It leady' to his wbode. :
: Isuaiah xxxv, 8

Rut many a river flows biétween, ;
And rocks and mountaing intervene,”
And coimtries yel unknown ;
And many a desert wild and rude,
With thorns uud brinrs thickly strewed,
Hu teavels through alone,
Isaiah, x1ui. 2, xlil. 16, xviii, 21,

At'times, the distant landseape bright
In varied beanty, meets the sight,
And glistens in'the heam;
But seon‘involved in deéper shudes,
‘I'he scene, so fair in prospeet, fades §
Gone—like the morning dream.
: Isaink, xl, .

Yet, here and there a spot appears,
A little verdant spot that cheers
And antmates the mind :
Shadow of better things to come,’
Fuint type of that eternal home,
11e journeys on to find. ‘
: Erodus, xv. 97,
Soxus sy Tir Way,

JUSTIFYING RIGHTEOQUSNESS.

There are but two conceivable classes of jus-
tifving righteousness, viz: Our own ri;r}:in-
oasness and the righleousness of Christ. These
are_continually distinguished in the” Serip-
tures and set-in direct and jrreconcilable op-
position to each other. Isone called ¢ the
righteousness of law 72 (he other is < the
rightcousness of fuith ;** is the one called by
St. Pauly onr “own  righleousness 7 the
other, hie calls % the rightevusness of -God.**}
Is one described as < by ihe low 227 the other
is ¢ without the lato.t  Is one ¢ reckoned'to
kit thot worketh 1 the othiet is'5 (o him that
worketh not.*$ 18 the one < af dabt®? the
other iy ¢ of grace.”” Does the one give man
ssachereof to glory” beciuise it is ¢ afworks 7*?
the other ¥ eccludes boasting,” because it is’
“of fuith?S Does St Paul: ¢ coimt all
~thing$ but loss'that he may win Christ and be
fonnd i him:2? = 1le’has no hojle of succeed-
ing till'he has first'laid aside. his dwin vighte-
i it§ stead,:

T

imiust e éithe

boust @13
SC1f by grdce, (says St Paunly  then it 45" no
tiore of -works, otherwise grace is ‘no more

- grace. But if it be of 1vorks, then it is no more

- grace ; otherwise work is 7o more work,?§ §

<¢ Not.of wdrks lest dniyjman shunld

4 [tis not grace' any way, (says Augustine)
if it be not free every way.”

Now belween one orthe other of these
rival hopes must' every sinner clioose. His
choice of one is necessarily the rejection of
the other. »

. T cannot suppose, my Brethren, thdt in a
discoutse addressed to such auditors, there is
any need of maintaining that the righteous-
ness of Christy in lits obedience and death,
embraced by faith, excluding our own works
and deservings enlirely, is the only ground of
a sifiner’s' hope of Justification before God.
Bt for a minister to know this, fully to be-
lieve it, and truly to preach it;is one thing;
it is anolhier thiug to preach it so earnestly, so
clearly, so frequently, with sneh discrimina-
tion, as thaly in’ spite of the continually” op-
posing ministry of self-rightéoudness, by all
that is corrupt and deceitful in the human
lieart, his people shall be thoroughly fur-
" nished in the knowledge, and, as far as man
cait make them; in the hear{-felf impression,
of the ulter ~worthlessness of their own
« works and deservings,” and thus' arnined
against ¢ the wiles of the ‘devil,” by what-
evér path he would allire their trust away
from an cxclusive reliance upon the accounted
righteousness of Christ. Pldin 'is the doc-
tring'3 bat like the letters of the alphabet, it
must rin through all your preaching,” It is
onc of those first principles of the doctrine of
Christ; whichi we can never léave, (Hl Satan
is cdst down wid déath swallowed dp in vie-
mrly.llll A R
cafinot fefer you fo any befter humiis ex-
aniple. as'to how 1o set. forth - this humbling
doctride than ‘the 8fanderds of our own

* Rom. X7 5, 6., -t Rom. x; 8
P Gal. iy 215 and Rowm. diig. 21,
3 Rom. ivi 4.and 5. -] Rom.
4 Rowm. dvy 2y and diig 27,
L
3
i

iv; 4 and IC.

* Phit it 4 11+ Rom. x5 3,

EORpN i 9. T T § Row, xiy 6,
U “This tibtion of “loumiin | righlentisileds,
(shys Luther) orthitof works, is so deeply rooted
ilﬁ{ién'ﬂ tiewrts' tint they. IHd . it impobsible. (o
detdel it from the rightcousiiess of hiith ot grice.
And uo wonder § for [mysellhave foand by ium:

- Derloss severe conflicts how arduong n thig it iy

Jiow parely.itis n matier-of. diving gill 1o have
- thy knowledge of the doetrine s thiat - we': are. jus-

< tified” by gmee,, withot works, .t fuith | in

+~Clirist nlone is the only righteousness; of the-snints

“acpririeiple i the saulsr 01

lh‘_s dieteingy for tw yei
‘it ‘tebigiotis mird elii
wmiviell widiting {o eon

b e s that;
v God, bringing

grave upon me - Latier o Jas ohay,
Serthostion: b P, A el = oot o e

il | with sinners.

Chutch.’. For an" example of the: spirit of
self-abasement - and :renunciation -before God
to which you should strive to: bring -all .com-
mitted to your charge, study the language of
our Liturgy, especially the . deeply- peniten-
tial language of the communion-office. ~What
confessions are there ! what renunciations of
all trust in our own righteousness ! ‘what ex
clusive lookitig unto Jesus ! But apply to the
Articles. . Read the eleventh—¢¢ we "are " ac-
counted righleous before God only for the
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
by faith, and ¢ 2ot for our oum works or de-
servings.”’ -

. Now although our own works were the
best that man ever performed, and our deserv-
ings greater than ever a sinner possessed,
since the world began; though our inherent
tighteousness have been growing these
hundred years, and be now laden beyond all
example with holy fruitsy or, to use the
words of Bishop Hooper, ¢though a man
burst his heart with contrition, believe that
God i3 good a thousand times and burn in
charity,”* nevertheless {hese are <our own
works end deservings,” and so are pronounced,
in‘the Article, to have no part or lot-in our
justification,

But for grealer plainnesss, the works of
man are divided, in our- Articles, into two
classes :—those done before, those done afier,
receiving the grace of God, i. e. Justification.
Of the first, the twelith Article declares that
since ¢ they proceed ot of a lively faith in
Jesus Chuist, they are not pleasant to God,”
but ¢ rather for that they are not done as God
hath willed and commandnd-—they have the
nature of sin 1% so far therefore {rom deserv-
ing God’s justifieation, they can anly increase
our comlemnation.  Of works done after we
have received the graceof Christ; after the
work of sanctification has been begun and ail-
vanced in . ug, so that we have an inherent
righteousness, wrought in us by the spirit of
Gody the Chureh, so far from allowing these
the least share in that for which we are ac-
counted righteous before God, declares in her
twelfth Article that such works cannot be the
canse of our “Justification, - becanse ¢ they

faith, in our Justification, because. they are
othe fruils of fuith, and thongh & pleasing
and aceeptable to God,? in Christ, ¢ cannot
put away our sins and endure the severity of
God’s Judgment? -But these decluritions
are greatly enlarged - in'the Homily ta wwhich
the. eleventh-Article refersus for a more ex-
tended “declaration of our: faith. : Therey the
Ampossibility of our owniworks aml - deserv=
Jings having any. share in’ gur- justification’ is
restedyas in SUC Paulls Epistle, not:so npnch
uponthe faet that: all have sinnedin innwmes

‘able st ‘upon the'simple: trutli

‘ eican’no many by his own acts; works,
anll deeds; secm they never so’ good,: be’ jus=
tified -and made - righteous  before - God ;7
 Although we héar God’s word “and beheve
it although we have faith, haope, eharity,
repentance, dread and fear of God within us,
and'do never so many good works thereunto,
yet we must renounce the merits of all ‘our
said virtnes of faith, hope, charity and our
other virtues and good decds,whicfl we either
have done, shall do, or can do, as things that
be far too weak and insuflicient and imper-
fect to deserve remission of our sins and our
justification.” The same Homily is full of
passages of equal force and plainness to the
same effect. [ cannot refer you to a hetter
human study.t Let us sce, Brethren, that
we come not short of these high examples of
simplicity and godly sincerity, in our mi-
nistry, labouring with all earnestness and
constancy to abase the pride of the hwman
heart, to strip' the sinner of all lis secret pleas
of works and merit—to bring bim in guilty,
onlf/ guilly ‘and condemned, at the bar, as
well of his own conscience, as of God his
Judge. The way of the Lord,to the sin-
ner’s heart,is not prepared till every. thought
of any -thing to make him meet to be re-
ceived of Christ, or to receive grace through
Christ, but perfect beggary and worthless-
ness, is’ cast out ; till every imagination of
any thing to make him acceptable to the
Fathér, even after. cénturies of holy liv-
ing, but tlie righteousness of Christ alone,
is utterly cast down, Here then, my Bre-
threny 15 one of the chief and one of the
longest and hardest works of our Ministry—
to convince men of sin, to lead them to feel
that they are shut up, as prisoners in bondage
to the curse of a broken law, till they ¢ win

Ushery do so many find ne savour in- the
gospel 7 s it because thereis no sweetriess

the bitterness of siny nor.of that just: punish-

a king many times casts men in prison, suflers
the sentence of condemnation to pass on them
and perhaps ofders them to he brought to-theé
place of execution beforé he. pardons *them,
and then: mercy is” mercy indeed, . Aund so;
God ‘deals with- us,. ‘Many times he puls
liis children in fear ; shows. them how much
‘they owe him, how unable. they are to pay,
casts tham into prison, and'thraatens condem-
natjoni in_ hell forever; after -which  when
mérey comes to:tlic soul, then it appears to be
wonderful mercy: indecd; even the riches of

wil exeeeding tiercy:?} | -So'does God expect usy

‘the ministers - of his saving. heallhy to"deal
.~ Our. preaching. -must. show

Hoopdr on Tustification.:

that™ the: Seriptures ™ ¢ jn-

cludesallunder siu 32 thel extentornumber o[ !
their sins not biting trentedias: material lo'the
farzumen (says.the-

Cand Confmandments, | 41ETC

Christ and be found in him.»> <« Why (s:?'sg anld not to be acted on by the churches, to

. whom the epistles are respactively. addressed.
in it 7~ No, it is becaunsé such “have had no:
taste of the Iaw, and of the spirit of bondage ,! k R J RS
they have not smarted, nor found a sense of | 0Mght to be detérmined by expediency. That

ment which is duc unto the same.” ¢« Thus!

them® their ruin, - their condemnation,; their
just exposure to the instant and eternal - wrath
of God 3 1t must smite ‘down their refuges-of
lies, silence their vain excuses, reduce them
to the one conlession of guilly, undone, lost ;
or it will fail of its first work, that of leading
lost souls to Christ.—The Right - Rev.: Bishop
Mellvaine’s Charge to the: Clergy of the Dio-
cese of Ohioy 1839, o o

LAY-REPRESENTATION IN CHURCH-
COUNCILS:.

Circular “dated- Philadelphia; 31st March,
1784 :—
Gentlemen, ) L

I'he Episcopal clergy in this city, together with
commitices appointed by thevestry of ChristChurch
and 8t. Peter’s, and another committee appointed
by the vestry of St. Paul’s Chureh, in the same
city, for the purpose of proposing a plan of ec-
clesinstical - government, being now assembled,
are of opinion, that a subjeet of such importance
onght 1o be taken up, if possible,. with the con-
currence of the Episcopnlinys of the United States
in general.  They have therefore resolved, as pre-
puratory to a general consultation, t request the
church-wardens and vestrymen of each Episcopal
congregation in the state, to delegaie one or mure
of their body to assist ut a meeting to be held in

suid congrepations to attend thé meeting, which
they hope will contain a full representation of the
Episcopal Churelyin this state. - The above re-
solve, gentlemen, the first step it their procced-
pings, they. now respectiully and atfeotionately
compneate o you.
Signed, in behalf of the body now assembled,
WM, WHITE, Chairman,
' In consenuence of the above cireudar, - the eon-
templated meeting was held in Christ. Chureh, on
Cthe 24t of May, 1784, - The minutes of the meet-
sing are in {he printed journals of the Chireh in
P Pennsylvimin, The prineipal result was comimu-
U niewted, o few days after, o the weeting in New-
. Brunswick. ‘
i As (his was the first ecelesiastical assembly
Uin any of the states, consisting portly of Juy
| members, and asthe author was considered at

"the time to e the proposer of the measure, the !
4 hrineints of it havinr heen advocate:d, about
Sollow ufierit # canuot be co-workers with principla of it having heen advocated, about

fa year bolure,in a pamphlet known to be his,
he thinks it proper to «ive, in this place, a
short statement of his veasons, in its favour,
Front what he has read of primitive usage,
he thinks it evident, thit in very early times,
wwhen every church, thut is, the Christiun
people inevery city énd - coavenient district
tround it wasan ecclesiastical commonwealth,
with all the necessary powers of self -gavern-
ament, the body of the people’ had a. consider-
“able;shard in- s deteriyinations. - He is not

:

arl of the ansient

ilv)..all | ore ih

L thep
fare’" the intradictio

there is little or no evidence, until-the middle
of the second century. The same  sanction
which the poople gave originally in’a body,
they might tawfully - give by representation.
In reference to very ancient practice, it would
be an omission not to take notice of the council

the Acts. That the people were concerned
in the fransactions of that body, is granted
generally by Episcopalian  divines,
thing has heensaid, indeed, to distinguish be-
tween the authotitative act of the apostles and
the concurring act of the lay Inethren: and
Archbishop Potter, in support of this distine-
tion, corrects the common  translation, on the
authority of some anvient manuseripts, reading

expression, he thinks, to: men brethren,™ in
chapter ii. 29 ; where the and is évidently an
interpolation, to suit the idiom of the Knglish
language. [t does not appear, that our best
commentafors, either before or since the time
of Archbishop Potter, have followed his read-
ing. Mills prefers, and Griesbach rejects it
The passage, cven with the corrections,
amounts to what is pleaded for—the obtaining
of the consent of the laity ; which must have
accompanied the decree of Jerusalem ; no-
thing l]css being included in the term % multi-
tude,”® who are said to have © kept silence,”
and in that of t the whole church,* of whom,
as well as of the apostles and eldets, it.is said,
that « it pleased” them to institute the re-
corded mission. On noother prirciple than
that here affirmed, can there be accounted for
many . particulars introduced in the apostelic
epistles.  The matters referred to are subjects
which, on the contrary- supposition,. were ex-
clusively within the “province of the clergy,

If then the anatler pleaded’ for be lawful,
the question  of the -propriety of adopting it

it was expedienty is judged, ist, Fromits being
a natural consequénce -of the principle of fol-

leading points of her doctrine, discipline, and
worship. We could not, in any other way,
have had a substitute for the parliamentary
sanction fo- legislative acts of power,” Such
a sanction is -pleaded for by, Mr. Hooker and
others, as rendeved proper by . the reason of
the. thing,-and the principles of the: British
constitation. - On this-very-ground, the courts
‘of law of-that  conntry have always_ refused
to Tecagnise the:canony of 1603, as binding
over the laity. -Sofavasthey are 2 deelaration
-of the anciéut canon law of the realmg they are

the: ground.of jimmemorial custom 3.hut- such

£ 38w Noukdr's Distouise of Justification; §7.
i b Ushorts Befmpps, oL 70 e h

clured, bysolemn Judgments:of .the .courts,
to. he nothimling on thie laity, for the e

this city on Monday, the 24th duy of May next;
und such clergymen as have parochinl cure in the

Lord ‘King’s plea, of - the people’s |

relivion -(42 ri
i prefi Atliculil bt =Sy
nodo Lonil; -Anno:Domini 1552, inter Epi

ecclesiastical synods; of the holding of which |

of Jerusalem, mentioned in the 15th chapter of

Same-

(Acts xv. 23,y “elders brethren ®* a similar

lowing the: Church “of England inall the

held to-he binding, like the common. law,- on

imatters, us rest only on {he determinations ‘of
¢1'the ‘convocation,. have been continually :de-

réason, that they were not represented in - the
convocation—2dly, From a doubt of onr being
able to carry Episcopacy in any - other way,
The prejudices of even some of the members
of our own Chareh against ;the name; and
much more against the office, of bishop 5 and,
added to this, the outery :which had been
made on former occasions, by persons of ather
denoininations, that not spiritual powers only,
but civil also, were intended, rendered it
very uncertain whether we could uceomplish
the design, without engaging in the measure
such a description of gentlemen as might give,
it weight, and show to the world that nothing
inimical “either to civil or to religious rights
was .in contemplation.—3dly, Without the |
order of laity permunently making a part of .
our assemblies, it were much to be appre-
hended,  that the laymen would never be
brought to submit to any of our ecclesiastical
latws, in such points as might affect the in-
terests or the convenience of any of then,
which,it is evident, might happen in very
many cases : for instance, to mention two of
the most imporlant—admission to the com-
:munion, and exclusion from it. And they
i'would have the principles and the practice of
"England to plead in- their favour, as already
i stated.

Inorder to show that the preceding sen-
“liments are not uncommon in the Church of |
England, it will be to the purpose to give the
‘following extract from Bishop Warburton’s ¢
¢ Alliance of Church and State,” p. 197—
~There was no absurdity in that custonn, which !
j continued during the Saxon governmment, and ,
'some time after, which admitted the laity !
tinto ecclesiustical synods ; there appearing fo |
ihe much the same reasons for laymen’s sitting i
in convocation, as for churchmen sitting in
parliament.’”  On the question to which this |
relates, it will be pertinent to  remark,  that
since, according to what is held by all i*vo-
testants, neither clergy norlaity can add to
the truths of Scripture, whatever cither orlI
hoth of them may ordain, must fall under the

liead of discipline. ’

To what extent lay-interference was car-
ried in the Fnoglish reformation, may be
learned from the following accounts of the
Chistorian aller,  Speaking of the convoca- |
tion of 1552, under Edward V0. he says—
“ The truz reason, why the King would not
intrust the ditfusive body of the convoeation
with a power to-meddle with matters of re-
ligion, was.a just jealousie 'which he. had of ;
‘the ill affaction of the major: part thereof ;.|
whoj -itnder the fair rinde of DProtestant: pro- |
fession, had. the:rolten: core of Romish su-!
pesstition. .. [t' wus : therefore . conceived,
safer for the King, to:vehie “on the - ability and

}
i

tionis

scopos et alios eruditos viros convenerant.?

32 o

- my sister’and her orphan_ ¢hildren were fan
L ishing bafore me': Chiist spake to. me':by his:
$ ’ ' Alie widow. amd
Wi

| saves us; alwa;

hetween faith and incredulity, and mcreduhty :

and faith. 7,

““In this agonizing “state; I-besought God to - k

give me the fuith of TRome. I strove to'draw
down his mercy I:lpo'n me, by prayinirat night ©
[ prayed, too, by d:

ness of desire that my prayer should be real-
ized, I exclaimed—¢T practise deceit.on my-
own heart! yes, I déceive my own sell!?
But no answer came to me.  Thewaves of
error rolled back nothing to me but the image
of lying vanities. BRI

I'intermingled fastings and austerities with
my prayers, and ‘shut myself “Y in utter soli-
tude, praying, weeping,  and .inedilating,
without ceasing. In the wilderness ol" a d}S-
tracted soul, I remembered the  direction
given me by my confessor, ani cried aloud,
< In Rome only 1s there truth ! in Rome only 1
And a voice answered me, ¢ Nay, nay,in
Rome is falschood only !V o -

My feelings towards the virgin-mother
were of a most loving piety : I decorated her
shrines with' flowérs: ™ I erected an altar to
her with my own hands. ¢ Queen of heaven,”’
[sighed, ¢ come thon to my aid, my fajth
gives way 1* [ was answered, +* The virgin
is not queen of heaven ; she was a mother,
full of love and grace. None but the idola-
ter worshipsher. TLet your prayer ascend to
Christ, not to the virgin Mary.”

I could not support this rack of doubt.. A
wasting stupor was slowly consuming me; I
was drooping step by step, into the tomb;
bearing with me, o the footstosl of eternal
Justiee, a heart laden with  the weight of. its
own infliction. ~ Lei me ask, what is repent-
ance without a Saviour 7 what is innocency
without  Jesus 2 I loved the biessed Re-
deemer, but my love was the hurst of a phile-
sopher’s admiration ; there was nothing in it

{of that perfect faith of a  Christian heart

which dies to its own feelings, so that Jesus
may live and dwell in it

Jesus was the last plank on which 1 could
find safety from the trightful wreck -agaiust
which [ was contending: [ grasped ~and
clung to it; rather shouid I say, the free
grace and tender merci‘ of my Saviour drew
and clenched me finnly toit; and from that

{joyful day {know notthe human being on

whom a sweeter state of peace hus rested.

[' was without ¢ daily bread,” for 1 was
under an unjust interdict ; but Christ spake to
me hy his gospel—¢ Consider the hirds of the
air, they neither sow nor. reap: . behold -the

lily of the fields.” " I was diskonoured .among *

ay ¢ attimes, in the carnest-

men ; bat Christ spake'to me by his gospel— "

% My grace ! is. sufficient: for -thee.

Happy:

are'ye when  ye suffer -persecution for' right-.

wousness” sake.? My hands were ernpty, and

word; ¢ The; Lord provides for thie w

‘ "he tear toll
ol [ my mother o)
.Christ spake to-me ' by
o i Thas i

Afterward, speaking of Poinet’s: Catechism,,
Fuller says—: Vary few in the convocation
eversaw it. But these had formerly (it seems)
passed. over:their power (I should be thankful |
to him who would produce the originall instru-
ment thereof) to the select divines appointed ;
by the king, in which sense, they may be said
to have done it themselves by their delegates, -
to whom they have deputed their aatborily. -
A case not so clear, but that it occasioned a |
cavill at the next convocation, in the firstof |
Queen Mary, when the papists, therein as-
sembled, renounced the "legality of any such
foriner transactions.”

However cautiously Tuller speaks, it is
evident he had no faith in the transmission of |
the power of the convocation (o the delegates
appuinted by the king. [fthe fact could be
established, there would remain the question |
of the right to communicate, without a check, ¢
a power exclusively vested in the whole cler-
ical order, as this is said to be. In the contro-
versy befween the TRomanists and the:
Protestants, concerning the sanction to the!
principle of perseention by the fourth Lateran!
Council, in 1225, the defence made is, that,
the pope read the decrces as prepared by
himself, and that - they were adopted by {he
counci: »ithout discussion. Ttis an insuffi-
cient plea, but more specious than that efun
authority claimed for points not only not dis-
cussed, buf not heard, and resting on a retro-
spect tothe alleged delegation of power, if
there should exist the proof of it unknown
to Fuller. Itis rightto contend for the due
j weicht of the clergy in ecclesiastical -pro-
» ceadings, but when ‘the matter is carried so
far, as'that without their permission, there
shall not be the rejection of corruptions in con-
trariely tothe records on which their commis-
-sion rests, the claim is extravagant, and tends
to the counteracting evil, of a denial of the
veal rights of their order.—From  Alemoirs
of the” Prolestant Episcopal Church in the
Uniled States, by the Right Rev. Wi, IFhite,
D . Bishop of  Pennsylvania. L

' STRUGGLE - FOR DELIVERANCE. -,
! From’ ¢ My farewell  Words to Rome? -by
IEdward Bruitte, late a Roman" catholic
“Pricst, 1ddressed to the grand vicar of the

. bishiop' of “Montiuban in France.

" From- all that you have now read, you may’
‘conclude thiat T bave cngaged in o deep and’
.conscientious study of philosophy and Nomish |
L divinity ; and that; excepting in the first days
+ ot my faith, T, have abstained ffom - pouring
error into . Ahe.ears of the valgar, . And.you

way- nlso conclude that, saving the: fundamen-
tal:principles which esiablish: that there is

God, a-soul, and an‘imiortality of- existencey
1:had not-a " thoueht free fram that scepticism’
which "fodts in the. undilationg==well . lald

down’ in. Descartes? ¢ Donte Mcthodiguit—~

den of - my aftlict
consolations; -, i

Here is my reason, sir, for not sceking for-

givenoss of my: sins at your hands: - Christ

teaches me, in Lis gospel, that it'is for God '

alone to forgive sin, - Here is my reason for

naot seeking the bread from heaven in your

consecrated elements: Christ teaches me, inhis
gospel, that it is by his own haund, and from
the heaven of heavens where he dwells, that
he feeds the soul with the true manna from
heaven. - This is my veason for refusing to
look up to the pope as the visible head of “the
church ¢ it is Christ himseli who teaches, by
his gospel, that he, and he only, is the head of
the Chureh. And now you will know why I
have turned my back upon the altar of your
corruptions, and am for ever beeame free and

-a Christian.  Glory be to Christ, for he hath

loosed me from my chains.

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES,

1. What piety without truth 7 Whattrath,
what saving truth without the word of God?
what word of God whereof we may be sure,
without the Scriptures?—The Scriplures we
are commanded to search, John v. 38—1Is. viii.

;20" “They are commended who searched- and
:studied them, Acts xvii. 11, and viii. 1§, 29,

They are reproved who were unskilful in
them, or slow to believe them, Mat. xxii.
29—Luke xxiv, 25. They can make us wise
unto salvation, 2 Tim.iii. 15, If we be ig-
norant, they will instruct us; if out of the
way, they will bring us home ; if out of order
they will reform us; if in heaviness, comfort
us 3 if dull, quickenus;if cold, inflime us,
¢ \Whatsoever is in the scriptures® saith St.
Augnstine, ¢ believe me, is high and- divine :
there is verily truth, and a doctrine most fit,

for -the refreshing and renewing of ‘men’s

minds, and truly so tempered, that every one
may draw from-thence that: which is sufii-
cient for him, ifhe come to draw witha devout
and pious mind, as true religion requireth.”?
2, The Scriptures being then so full: and so
perfect, how can' we excuse ourselves of ne-
zligenee, if we do'not’ study them ? of curio-
sity, if we be-not content with. them ?; Men
talk of the' Philosopher’s stone; that it turneth-

- copper into'gold 5 of - cornucopiwe, that it had

all things necessary for food in it; of .panacea -
the herb, that it was- good for all disenses’;.of -

catholicon“the drug, 'that. it is- instead - of '
all 'purges;‘of “valean™s armour, that' it was .
proof against all thrusts and blowsy &e: Well,:. -

that.which they falsely “or “vaiily. attributed

to these thi‘ngs,for'_bod’nly'ggod,.\_\"'e_may,j‘ustly,a' i
and wvith full measure; aseribe unto the Serip-::
ture: for spititunl.” -1t is. not: only . .an armour,

but also. 8 whole nrmonry - of “ weapons;-both

offensive and“defensive ;whereby: we may
save ourselves; and  put:the enémy' to flights

tis not an herby butatr
parplise of trees” of* 1ife
fruit-every monthy ad

5ot rather 4 whole
whichibring :fmth
1e+fruit thereof is for.




