The Negro equalled by few Europeans.

not conceive—Ah, fam much more hap.
py than you, fince T never fhail have re-
ccived more generous benefa&ions from
you ! What would you fay 7 I cried,—
‘What- ! The fruit of your fabour ! Never !

Hold, replied Ofmyn,!firmly : I begin
to be acquainted wit European man= -

ners.  Be fincere : do I deceive myfelf ?
Your heart_yields—but “your pride kin.
dies : you would accepe affiftance from an
cqual ; you do not think me vours,

Ah, the fufpicion offends me! but—
But prejodice fpeaks, How firange =
You Europeans expend without blufhing,
the money-which the poor man carries to
your treafure, moiftencd with his blood.
But fhould it be offered asa gift of his
love, you fire “at the affront. How ab-
furd ! Bruno, hear a truth : it is che man’
. of nature who tells it you. - You were
not athamed of my fervices at the vizier's.
Know you'why ? 1t was becaufe J ferved
your paffions.” Now my fervices offend
you; and why ? Becaufe they inform
you that all men are equal.” Ah, defpife
. thefe baubles'of the mind, thefe’ childifh
dittinétions ! ‘Be a man. and permit me
-to'be one alfo, : ‘

Alas, I'cried, throwing myfelf into his
‘arms, | would be as great as yoa. I ac-

cept all : it'ig the only means I have to

equal you.. ‘ '
recital of your father’s greatnefs ! Hea.

' vén has referved him to beat orice the mo-

- del and the récompenfé of your own vir-
tues-! But it is'time; my friends to finith
a ftory which your love for me alone ren-
ders intérefting ; and 1 haten to con-
“clude. - B o

“While I was ydtdiffipating my money,
I'had’been’ prefented to a widow, who
had ne children. She was about five.and
forty, and was in poffeffion of a hand:
fomie fortune,. With wit, gaiety, and affa.

- bility; thedrew to her houfe an amiable
“chofen fociéty, of which (he was the life
.and charm. I hdd feen her with that fort
of interefty which every man feels in the
prefeace of fucha woman :  but nothing
further.’ One day, as'] left my apartment,

- one of her fervants gave me a card from
hér, merely requefting to {ee me. . It (ur-
prifed me that the thould have difcovered
my new habitation, which I had chofen as
fuiting the fituation of my "affairs,. and

. which I (not haviag naméd it to any of

my acquaintance) belteved it to be per-

fectly unknown, ' I returned .a note, in’ .

anfwer, faying, that | was fenfible of the
"honour which (he did me: but that rea--
fons, whichl- torebore to . name, would
not permit me to accept of iti -

* I'thoughs 1.fhould hear no more” of the

/

Ah‘my dear Otourou, you weep at the
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matter ; but I deceived myfelf. The

next day, a fervant brought me a new

billet—thort, but unequivocal. I'know,
faid fhe, in the card, every thing which
bas happened to you. 1f thefe he your
reafons for avoiding my houfe, they are
frivolous, and you da not know me,—
Come to me to-morrow, at five in the
evening. 1 requeft it. My.Swils has -
my orders, and my gate thall be open only
to you, -

T no longer did any thing without con.
fulting Ofmyn : this deference was due
to him, and | fhewed him the billet. Co,
faid he. What rifk you ? Few ‘as thele
*words are, they announce good nature and
delicacy :- you need not diftruit thofe who
wifh to fee the unfortunate. I returned,
then, for anfwer, that I would obey ter
commands. .

The day came:  I-had yet fome wrecks
of my former elegant dreffes, and 1 de-
figned to ufe the beft of them, No deco.
rations, faid Ofmyn, to me. Drefs your.
felf fimply, and. decently.. 'There is fome
greatnefs in appearing fuch as we are. §
felt he was right, and yiclded to his rea.

rd

‘foning, . .

The lady received me with that frank.
nefs which is the refult of true virtue, Un-
reftrained by the prefence of fociety, fhs
developed one of thofe hearts (which ..are
rare, it is true, but which are yet to- be .
found) that do not revolt at the fight of
misfortune, She defired my contfidence.
Yet, it was neither by 2 command nor a -
prayer ; it was by that art-which we kaow
not how .to dcfine—that invifible  .afcen.
dency which a dignified foul takes, with
out miftrufting itfelf, over the fuffering
mind that approaches it. I had no referves
with her. I recounted ~all my lifcwwall
my faults. 1 thank you, laid fthe, for
your confidence. 1 do not think myfelf
unworthy of it. Perhaps I thall have, on
my part, a fecret to confide with'you ; but
it requires explications.  T6-morrow, . §
gointo the country. I will inform you -
of my return, which will not be 'in lefs
than fifteen days.” In the mean time here
are an hundred louis d’ors.

“As fhé faw a refufal in my fir@t geftire,
fhe faid be not alarsned ; “this is not a
gift ; 1 refpect you too much to offer one,
It is a redlitution which Iam charged to . .
make you. A reflitution ! fsid 1.« [ da
not recolle@, 1t'may have eatily have e. ..

‘fcaped your memory, “anfwered fthe mi.

ling ; you havenot, I believe, always
been accuftomed to' reckon accuratcly
with yourfelf, But, continued fhe, with'a

“ferious air, [requeft you to free me from
.this burden of depofits I ‘folt that obfii. .
~ pacy would have juftly offended her ; and

“having .



