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NAT URAL HISTORY of fomc VI:GETABLI: PRODUCTIONS of JUDEA.

[Frvm the Abbc Marm s Travels into Syria and Palf :rt.]

F all thie produﬂnons of]crlcho, the’
moft common is the plant ‘baim,

which, it is'(aid, is peculiar 10 Judea ;-

but this §s contradifted by fome travellers,
‘1 myfelf was/ convincgd by occular de.
monflration, that.it is found in great a-
- ‘bundance in the ncighbourhood of Mecca
and Mcdma, and we read in Jofgplius

that it was generally believed at Jericho, -
that it was . brought to [crufalem by the

Queen' of Sheba: an opinion which: ap-
_ pears more than probable, when: we con-
" fider that it qro“s withoat culvitation in
Arabia, While in Palefline -it requires the
greatefl care to prevcnt it from dcgcnc‘
rating.

“The Romzns cu)vxu:cd it after the de-

. firudtion of Jerufalem, till the time when .

“the Egvpuans, mafieis of that coumry,
tran{ported it to Babylon.

~ i Ris plant rifes to the hc:ght of the

pomegranate tree, to which it has a great
refemblance both inits long branches and

"~ flowers.  Its leaves, which are fmall, dre
_of " a beautiful green ‘colour, and ruch
- hike thefc of rue., The weod is, red and
gummy. It bears: i fmall white flower
_of an agrecable odour ; and its fruit isa
. fmall nut, covered witlr-a dry ‘and brown’

‘ pellicle, which ; contains a- Kernel
fometimes a fecond out, fu\l of a ﬂ\arp,
bmcr, vellow:liquor... ™~

L In the months of Juae, - ]ul). and Au-
s:uﬂ the Atabs make a flight mc:ﬂon in

T ity from wlnch there dlﬂxls a }und of,t

“vifeoys: Juice, ~_, -

“the: plants of Palefline; with any thmg ‘of
lron o- of ﬂcel.

" fdimum s the moft’ perfe&. part.

and”’

A fhaxp f‘tm, ora plece":['

of.u boneor glafs, was ufed therefore for
this purpofe ; and, befide this, it was ne. -

_ceffary that the incifion, thould not “pene-

trate deeper than the bark. If'it reached
the waod, the fhrub was in great danger.
of w:thcrmg ; but a bill might be employ- 3
ed for lopping the branches. - The juice"-
extradted from this plant is called. opo. -
ual(amum, its fruit carpo balfamum, and-
its wood Xilo-balfamim. The- opo:bal.:
It s
white when'it comes from the tree ; - x?: .
then becomes green, and afterward of a
gold colour: but’ as it grows old it«isa

" little tarnithed, andin the end affumes the -
. appearance of honey. -

‘Its,_fmell though
firong, is agreeab)e ; and it thickens like
the turpentine of Cyprus. The" -oposbal. . .

~ famum which comes to'us from Arabxa,
- is often mixed with this turpentine,: ‘ac- -

cordmg to the accouiits which I had. front,
the nitives.' A great-deal of itis. annu-
ally tranfported to Europe ; and - yet/ ‘they
plams furnith-only a very fmal) quantity

*in the country. ‘Tt is adulterated by-the -

habgls, or' Turkifth pxlgnms, on theu‘ re- 3

;turn from Mecca, -

- Peopleare {ometimes dcccwed even on.
thc fpot,- where the - inhabitants fell-for -

. opo balfamum 2 _juice extralted by thé .
force of fire from: the - branches, :the wood, '

and the fruit'of the thrub, ‘which is'much
nhfcnor to-that extrated by mc:ﬁons. W
Howcvcr, by-pouring itinto a‘bafon of

. water,” one-may eafily’ know whether- thc )
“balm be without: mixture.
Naturahﬂsabfervc, that it would "have.’
den dangerous’ to make this: inciion in :

‘When* purc, :

-it- turns yellow, dufrolvm, and; unites with "
'lhc water ,:

aﬂcrward i dxfengages




