1-'3‘0 o ‘Let'ler on Eletirical anz? other Phenomena. .

—for fome days paﬂ bccome uncommonly ’ cd from time to time fince thatlepoch, par.
. ele@ric cvery time his hair was conibed. . - ticularly.during the fevers cold which has
1found the Princeat his toiter, and’ ob. prevailed for fome wecks patt. ‘A few
feeved, in fadt; that, at everytime his’va. - days ago, a lady of my acqu.umancc in-
let de chambre drew the. comb through formcd me thar, on having her head comb- -
..his.bair,_a_ ptcuywﬂronx cracklmg noife . ed, not_ only her. hair.thewed. the. ordinary..
was heard; and, on darkcmng the room,”  figns of clc&ncn). But that, after the
by drawing the curtains, the {parks - were comb had been drawn through, it bufheéd
feen following the dire@ion of tlie comt  out in a moft furprifing manncr, by the
in great abundance, whilft the Prince,” by’  natural repulfion”of the hairs, and occa.
this operation, ‘was become fo completciy  fioned, on rifing upon her head, a mott
‘ele&@ric. that fireng fparks could be drawn’ ﬁqgular and difagrecable fcnfauon, which
ftom his hands and face j.nay, he was e=  would ccrtamly have frightened her ter-
le@rified when only powdercd with,a puff,  ribly if the had not inflamtly guelled the
the friftion of the air-againft his h:ur“b_c.-‘, cavle. .
ihg able to produce a confiderable degree ~ It maft not, howcvcr, be taken for
of eledlricity; a curious experiment’ granted, that ‘thefe appearances are quite
which, however, but feldom fucceeded af-" common here, or that they appear cvery
tcrwards, when i~ was defirous of repeat-’ v-mn:r, althouglh we never fail to have 249
ing.it. A few’ days after this fcene with.  and upwards of cold, by Reaumur's fcale.
the Prince, J was’ wimnefs to a lill‘more’ No'; to render thefe efic@s very remark.
firiking effe@ of the ele@ric flate ot' our able, a great cold muft have. coniinyed

atmofphere at zhns period. : . feveral wceks, without abating, as 1 mall
The Grand Duke fent for me one even.” - explain in the fequel.
mg in the twilight, 3nd told me that, ha- 1 tall hére likewile account for a curi-

ving'drawn a flannél cover off"a'green- -da-  ous fa& mcnuoncd above, which muft

matk chair in his. bed- chamber,” which - have drawn the attention ef the reader,

had been put on by accndem, ic was  viz. that Prince Orloff hecame eleérified -
“aftonithed at the sppearance ofaf[rong © whilft fitting at his™ toilet on a ¢hair, on’

brifk flame that followed it. ;\but’having  the hare floor, or on walking in the Great
immediately comprehended zha& it muft' Duke's apartmcnt, without any rpccu.s of

have been an zlelric phenbmcnm, his® “.apparatus to cut'off his communication-
Highnefs had been trying to producc a fi.  with thenaked boards ; but he was in fa&

milar xllummanon on - differcnt picces_of infulated ‘in both fituations, as the inlaid

furniture, and could now (hew mea beau-  floors were become as completely ideo-
" tiful and furprizing experiment,’ that he'. cleéric as glafs or rofin, from ‘the high-

Yad juft difcovered. His Highnefs then - dried Rate to which they were reduced by
threw himfelf on bis bed; which ‘was co:” an e)\ﬁccatmg quality of the “atmofphere.
vered  with a damafk’ qu;lt, laced with  and confiant waxing. ~ Now, as | obferve,
‘gold,, and rubbmg it with bis huands, in  Sir, thatin _your paper on our climate,.

all dire&ions, ihe young: Pnnce, who had”  you enter into. fome rcaﬁmmg on thefe
- then reached lns twelfth year, appeared to”  phenomena, I prefume my opinionon them:
: be fwimming in fire, as,- at cvery ftroke,  will not be difagrecable to you,:

fiames arofe all round.him, whick, dar(-._ .The great difpofition, then, of air, and
© ing to the: gold lace border, ranaleng it, other bodies, to become eleéric, during
and up that'of the bed, to the verytop.  great degrees of ¢old continued for a cerw |

Whilft_bis -Highnefs- was -thewing me-.  tain rime, always appeared to me to—be™
~ bis experiment, Prince Orloff, who had  eafily explained, that 1 looked upon it.as
" been making ‘many different trials of his |  a fimple-corollary of thé beft known of
perfonal ele€liicity,. fince the day 1 faw " the laws of ele@ric force, and as fuch, that
© him at his toilst, came into the room with it dic not require to be deduced {rom it in
a-fable muffin his hand, and fhewed. vs _a tormal manner, However, thatyou may,
that, by whirling.it five or fix times round, * know on what } founded that fuppofition;
- his head in the axr, he could cle@rify him<" 1 (hall obferve that, 1ft, no:lun;,mdu:ues .
* felf fo ﬁrongly as to fendiout, fparks from_  air, and other bodies, to contain, during
“all the uncovered partsof kis body, another  fevere froft, an atom of more elt@ric mats,
-proof-that the fimple friction of air againft _ ter than’ xlwlr ‘mutual quantity ;- and théy
" hair could rroduce clc&ncn(. Hunlar are cereainly notin a. fate of . fpontancous
e:<penmems were repeated in many, houﬂ.s ‘ c]uc.ncxry, becnulc, to render them élcc.(
- of the. city, whilit the ﬁron(, froft. pre-  tric, (riétion mufl be employed, as atall”
©'vailed, which fhiews that the incommoni | other times ; fo'thiat all the uncommon ap-*
: dx(poﬁuon of ‘bodies. to clcﬂnu() durmg pcarance» abovc'mmuoned are reduced 1o,
she per:od treated.ofywas generali - L this, that; by ‘means“of {ri¢ticn, bodics,
bzfe cuv'xous mhenomcna havc appcar- m lhc 4bov: ﬁau. of Lhe almo{phcre, be-

— . . L gome.



