OUR GOVERNORS-GENERAL SINCE CONFEDERATION

might mean the creation of a court,
with all its attendant flummery. But
it was not long before they realized
that their fears were ill-founded. The
Duke was a member of the Royal fam-
ily which Sir John Macdonald hoped
at Confederation might some day oc-
cupy the Governor-Generalship, but
in practice he was about as democra-
tie as any of his prodecessors. From
the very start he exhibited great in-
terest in the Dominion and solicitude
for its welfare, and when he depart-
ed from our midst no Governor car-
ried away with him a greater meas-
ure of popularity. When appointed
it was for a period of two years only,
but the outbreak of the war upset
these plans, with the result that he
served for the usual five-year term.

The most important political mat-
ter before the Canadian people dur-
ing the Duke of Connaught’s régime
was that which was precipitated by
the proposal of the Government to
appropriate the sum of $35,000,000
for the purpose of constructing and
equipping three battleships and plac-
ing them at the disposal of the Brit-
ish Admiralty, which, while endorsed
by the House of Commons, was de-
feated in the Senate.

The Duke of Connaught’s Gover-
nor-Generalship was not the first and
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only capacity in which he had served
Canada, he having, when a lieuten-
ant, participated in the ranks of the
Canadian volunteer militia in the
Red River Expedition of 1870. The
name Prince Arthur’s Landing, the
point at which the inland route of
the expedition began, was so desig-
nated by Colonel Wolseley as a tri-
bute to the young prince who accom-
panied him.

The present Governor-General is
the ninth member of the Cavendish
family to bear the title Duke of De-
vonshire, having succeeded to it on
the death of his uncle in 1908. For
seven years prior to that he was mem-
ber of Parliament for West Derby-
shire. His wife, being a daughter of
Lord Lansdowne, already had some
acquaintance with Canadian life
when she landed in Canada last
Autumn to preside over the destinies
of Rideau Hall.

The nature of the duties the Duke
of Devonshire may be called upon to
perform is known only to the gods.
In the meantime he is evincing a great
deal of interest in Canadian affairs,
and like his predecessors in office,
seems to be a man of good judgment,
with a disposition to lead where he
can without in any eircumstance at-
tempting to rule.




