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T lIE literary history of Canada
whichi are extraordinary' , peculiar,
anomnalou8, paradoxical, or unique. It
contains one to which ail these epi-
thets or qualifications may be applied,
namnely, the priority, facility, and
popularity of Canadian poetesses as
mnartial lyrits-as the. flrst "vo0ices"
-flrst ini time and first ini power and
honour-of the Canadian people's
militant patriotisrn.

The. relative strength of Canada's
"lady singers" (as Mr. W. D). Light-
hall flnically phrases hia nomnencla-
ture), 1 should signalise as an extra-
ordinary and peculiar literary phen-
omnenon. The. quickness with which
tihe mnen of Canada have perennially,
froin early nineteeuth century day' s
to the. present, perceived and acknow'-
ledged the gift of literary speech in
thie womten of Canada, and the re-
spect and admniration with which the.
mien have regarded tiie prose and
verse of Canladian wonien-this 1
should signalise as an anomalous lit-
erary pheinoienon. Neither of these
phenomnena, however, may be regard-

ed as paradoxical or as unique 1It is
conceivable that one or both iinighit
have obtained in the literary history
of any other country, and xnay oh-
tain in more notable degre. in'somne
later civilisation, when, as it appears
must eventually happen, women will
attain full spiritual and social en-
franchisement-tlieir indubitable na-.
tural righit to complet. f reedoni in
self -expression.

On thie other hand, the fact that
tii. "ladyý, singera' '-the gentie poet-
esses-of Canada should have been
the first and most potent "voices" of
the. patriotic mnilitary spirit of their
country or countrym-en, the. flrst snd
readiest aud best in producing, for
imumediate need, popular martial
verse-this seeins to nie a uniMue,
paradox, a literary phienomrenon in
itself.* For the paradox does not lie
in the fact that in Canada during the.
Civil War of the Rebellion of 1837-8,
the. Fenian Raids, the Metîa rebel-
lions, under Louis Riel, and the South
African Wathe women, rather than
the imen, of the country, produced thie
first and most popular-the bet-

*Mr. Eric S. Robertson in the Preface to his excellent "Eiugilsh Pootesses",
neelessly worries himself over the fact tbat, as lie says, "Ladies who write -verse
nowadays (Io not care te bû es.lled 'Poetesses.' Just as Imean' is a. generia terse, ese-
braeing both sexes, and 'weman' a specifie terni, connoting no loss of spiritual dignity,
so 'poet' is a genieric terri for ail singers en masse, usnd 'poetess' is a specific terse te
be Used whon mer as siicb is requilred for exact distinction, the enidinig 'ess) haviugthe
funiction neither of a diminutive ner of ondearing innuendo." As for Mr. Lighll L
"lajdy qingers,"1-that phrase is vulgar and abortive. It suggests the prudish origin
of the term% wheh mone "nice'> people apply te domestie animnas-' 1Iady dog', or
igent1erenu cat,1' for instance,
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