
JOHN GALT, NOVELIST AND EMPIRE-BUILDER

m'ho if, thoroughly good, whoso heart;is filled with kindnes8, although. ho
avoido the very appearance of senti-ment, who Ioven a îoke and yet wears
an air of profee;sîial gravity, is con-sêrvative, yet welcomes changes
which wiil improve the social tone of
the commnunity, who lia flot mich.
poetry or delicacy in his n2ake-up, b ut
Who ié; a nfide of good faith, of highi
ideàl, of r.onduct, and of practical
helpfuiieeffs and caagacitY.

What shial we t;ay. in conclusion as
a final eetimate of the fiction nf JohnCxlait ? We muet rec(,ogniso that bisnovels are niarred b,'y grave defects.
SlovenlineF,- of style, lox-eness of
structure, lapses into bad tfflte, theseeare sqoin of bis faiuitsp. His 2reat ex-
rellenre lies in thep faqet that ho
painted the life of his timne, of a Scot-
[and that waes rapidily' paesçing- away,
with great fidelity to actual condi-
tions. Darnmailing, Gudetown, andGarnoek are not idenlieed coni-nuni-
tiee 11k. Thrurnis and Drumntochtyv,
but thie colour of nature done in
nature's paint. GaIt h"a been dis-
oounted beeo.uff ho lacka glow and

exaltation, becase ýhe aspired. not to
tiie world 0f soaring imagination,
Susan Ferrier, who owed rnany hints
to Galt, sets forth the orthodox Iiter-
ary doctrine of lier day in one of ber
lettke to Lady Charlotte Bury. -We

see quit.e enougli of real life withoôt
sitting dow to the prusai of a -111
account. of th(e coioalcoliru
anid evente of existenc.e. Ti.he l.
wvho irniitaties life like a to pailte.r.
Wh() chooses for his subjeet tuirnllp,fraus, and tables, ie only the oopyiet
of inferior objecta; weaathe mmdii
that can create a eweet and< beaunlti-
fi 01011u0h vifeionary romnance, eoaraîabove surh. vullgar tople.i and load*8
the mind of roaders to ele4,41.
thouIglite:'

Nowwiday'va we have becorno mor(
tole'rant. W. gtill cno the. air of
higli romance, eveu Mi errier's
air y, fairy heroino.;ý w. renmain luol
to thlat othefr great onteporray (f
Gait, Sir Walter Scott, but if Jolhn
lait woro writlng to-day' ho wotuld

find imqelf among frien<l wiio loveOee4'dingly 'the( Wrlt0r who lMift.t(l
life lieif a DIutvh painiteor. who cannover got enough of the iunvarnbiiedý(
but clean detailg of rosIl lifo. Who ranaipprociato in tiiom flot oni'y opulent
humour but touching remlnd.mo4
flie nwe noasd s;adnes off tIli,
simple aunais of tiie poos. and Whocraii hear an evho of -tieh tl) eadmusic of hinality" in thelonle
of The. Reverrnd Mficah Bilid-Iidde
and Pro,,ot Paw&ky, and in the moral
and phy' silra trag.dl.oe f "Tii. En-
tail.


