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The National Assembly, wishing to prevent
the disturbing of order by these men, ordered &
camp of 20,000 men to be formed near the capi-
tal. But t.he king put his veto on this decree
too. Atthesrmetime he sent Mailet-Dupan to
the Prussians to press them to hasten their
advance, and to prcelaim on their mar¢h that
they had no quarrel with the natton, but only

with the seditious, and that they merely came |

in the cause of leglumate government, and to
put down anarchy.

Bee thishonest man, this good king, in con-
cert with his people’s enemies, Pity him,
indeed ! he wanted to put the halteronce more
round our neck. The poor man has failed;
the patriots have vanquished the king of Enrope
and established and maintained justice at home
What a misfortune ! he is to be pitied ! and the
queen too, that kind-hearted Murie-Antoinette,
who sald every day that the Prussians, and- her
nephew, the King of Hungary, Emperor of Ger-
many, would march and deliver her, over the
bodles of two hundred thousand Frenchmen !

The Gironding, having at least seen how they
were played with by the court, determined to
force an explanation from the king, and the
minister Roland addressed bim a letter request-
ing him to be frank and declare bimself either
for or against tbe nation; if for, that he should:
sanction the two last decrees ; if against tbat he
should maintain his veto, and then the people
would know that Louis X VI, sided with the en-
emies of Franca.

It was just; he said to him—

«Your majesty was in the enjoyment of great
prerogatives, which you believed to belong to
royalty. Brought up in the idea of their preser-
vation, you could not see their loss without dis-
pleasure the desire of recovering them was as
natural as the regret felt at their deprivation.
These feelings enter largely into the calculations
of the enemies of the revolution; they reckon
on secret favour until circumstances shall admit
of avowed protection. The disposition eannot
escape the notice of the nation, and it has main-’
talned this state of distrust. Your majesty,

" therefore, has had the alternative of yielding to

private affection, or of making sacrifices exaot-
ed by necessity, and consequently to embolden
rebels by disquieting the natton, or to pacify the
people by joining them ; everything has its day,
and the day of doubt is come.

¢« The declaration of rights is become & poll-
tical gospel, and the French constitution g reli-
gion for which the peopie’are ready to die, Al
sentiment has adopted the tones of passion;
excitement s extreme; it will break out in some
terrible manner, if a reasonable confidence in
your majesty’s intentions cannot calm it; but
this confidence is not to be based on protesta-
tions, it can only have actions for a foundation.
It 18 no longer time to draw back; there is no
possibility of temporising; the revolution is
made in men's ininds: it will be completed at

the price of blood, and cemented by it, if there |

be not wisdom sufficient to anticipate those evils
which may be avoided; a short delay, and the
people with grief will be bound to see in its king
the friend and accomplice of conspirators.”

The king, by way of reply, dismissed the Gi-
rondin ministers, but the National Assembly
voted that the ministry carried with them the
regret of the country, and that Roland’s letter
should be sent to the eigbty-three departments,
The king then appointeéd Dumouriez war minis-’
ter. This general was a very shrewd man;
when he saw that in spite of his advice Lonis
XVI, would not sanction the two decrees, he
preferred resigning and accepting a small com-
mand in the army ; 8o that the king, findiug no
man of sense willing to risk the danger of his
two vetoes, was very much discouraged. The
queen gave him confidence by saying to him——

« The Prussians will soon be here; have pa-
tience for a little while, and do not be.diseour-
aged.

This has been reported by one on,ueen Maric.
Antolnette’s waiting-wornen, and 1 believe it to
be true, because it is just as it used to be at
home when my father lost courage, and my
mother would say—

«Never mind, the time of drawlng for the
militia will soon be herd; we shall be able to
sell either Nicolas, Claude, or Michel. One of
the three is sure to draw a white ticket. We
rhall be easy then; we can pay off the usurer,
and with the rest we can buy a cow or a couple
of goats.,”

It is always the same story : instead of selling
one of us the queen wouald perhaps have given
up Alsace. All France was afraid of it; this idea
was 8 heavy weight on our hearte, for the poer-
est Baraquin loved his country better than those
people did. I am sure of it, real patriotism is
ooly to be found among the people; they love
the land they cultivate; the others love places
where they can gain pensions by doing nothing
—at least, so it was then.

Every evening motions for exwrminstlng
everybody were proposed at the club, and Chau-
vel eonstantly repeated—-

¢ Be culm ! be calm ! abger can do us no good ;

it disturbs everything. These two vetoes have
been an advantage to us; the enemy is begin-
uning to unmask ; it is better to see his face. Up
to the present moment we have been in doubt ;
now we have none; they have sought to oreate
agitation, trouble, and dissensions among us. Tt
is our enemles’ plan, The greater the necessity
for union and coolness, They will not have ¢on-
federated patriots near Paris—a greater reason
for sending the best, Let every man prepare {0
march ; let those Wwho remain subscribe their
money to pay thera, Let every man do his best.
Attention, Let us remain united, nnd have no
dissension.” .

Among provinclul clnbs, oura, m‘o’onseqnenoe
of Chauvel’'s good sense and firmness,: was per-
haps the best. Our motious were. sent to the
Jacobins, and eomet.lmes they were referred to
durlug their sittings.

Suddenly Lafayette, wha had bltherto been
oonsidered g good patriot, and been supported
by the Girondins against the Montagnards, un-
masked his batteries, and it"was seen-they were
pointed at us—that he sided wmx the oonrt and
laughed at the people.

‘What he had done up to the presem. moment
was malnly through vanity j how he put on his
old nature; he was a marquia' amnd a dangerous
marquis, since he was at the head of an army,
and he might try to lead it aga.lnst, the Natlonal
Assembly,

This was the first time da-wger from ench a
quarter threatened us; since then other generals

have had the same idea. Fortunately Lafayette

had won no great victory ; after a trifling affair
before Maubeuge, where the Austrians had been
beaten, he said, ¢ My army will follow me,”
but he was neot sure of.it, and contented him-
self by writing a very insolent letter to the As-
sembly, in which he declared the Jacobinswere
the cause of all disorder, called the Gironding
tutriguers, and gave & sort.of order to the As-
sembly w dissolve all the clubs, and to with-:

draw its two decrees respecting refractory pri- |

ests and the camp to the north of Paris, After
that trust marquises, friends of Washington, a
soldier without.a victory who wants to give or-
ders to the representatives of his country!
8ince then M. the Marquis de Lafayette, once
the friend of Washington, now the court’s de.

fender, was & knowip man, The king liked him
no more than the patriots; he was .t00 much

of a republican for him, toco much of & mm‘qnls~

for us,
- The Nationat Gu ard, sincé his departare from

Paris; had joined the people; the citizeus and |
.workpeople were united, as in ’'89.. P&lons

good sense had brought them together; and.
when they saw the insolence of this' marquis-|
they agreed to celebrate the aniversary of the:

tennis.court oath, which fell on the 20th of June.

Chauvel had spoken about. it a week before in
his back shop.

«Tt is8 the greatest national téte "\sald he;
‘ yes, the tennis-court oath is, in its way, worth
the taking of the Bastille. These two great feétes
ought to be put in the -calendar as the passage
of the Re Sea and the arrival on Slnnl among
the Jews !”

The day before the" 20t.h even before hearlng
of Lafayette's letter, whlch we did not get till
the 24th, Chauvel said-- -

“ We shall not be able to celebrate this oath
at Phalsbourg; in a fortified town we must have
{he minister’s permission, and 1 would not ask
it; all the same, I invite you to-morrow after
dlnner to take a good glass of wine in honour of
this day; we shall not be alone in France.”y

We understood that something was abou'. to
take place—tbat he knew it, but was too pru-
dent to tell us.

. Every one knows now that Lhe 20th of June
the Parisians rose early, and, 1éd .by Santerre
the brewer, Legendre the butcher, Roseignol the'

Jeweller, and some other patriote, an lmmensé |’

crowd of men, women, and children, with ean-
non and pikes, colours, and breeches hanging

from poles, went to the National Assembly,

shouting “ A bas le véto! vivent les mmistres
Girondius ! and singing ¢ Ca ira 1!

The National Assembly threw open ifs doors
to them ; about twenty-five or thirty thonsand
marched through for three hours, and then they
went and pald a visit to the king, queen, and
their ministers at the Tuilertes.

The National Guard, nolonger under the com-
mand of Lafayette, instead of firing upon them,
fraternired with them, aud they all entered the
palace together.

The poorer prople were astonished at the
works of art and luxury which they saw there
for the first time; they also saw the king, sur-
rounded by his domestics, in the recess of a win-
dow. The butcher Legendre told him he must
sanction the decrees ; that the people were tired
of being taken for fools; that they could see
things clearly, and were not to be deceived.
This was tbe speech of a plain-spoken man.

The king promised to observe the constitu-
tion, He then got on a table, put the red cap on
his head, and drank a glass of wine (o the
health of the nation.

There was a great tumult in the saloon; but
Petion came at last and told the patriots, who
were passing their time in looking about the
palace, that if they remained there any longer
the enemies of the publiec goo ! would misinter-

‘pret their motives: he also told them they had’

shown the dignity of freemen, and the Kking
wotlld Fefleet with calmness on what his dect-
sion ought to be. They raw their mayor was in
the right, and they began to file off through the
palace while the Queen and the little dauphin,
were sitting in one of the large saloons. This
filing off lasted until evening,

This has been represented by many asa crime
of the people against the king. The more I
think of it the simpler and more natural it ap-
pears to 1me, Of course no man 13 especiaily
pleased at geeing a great crowd of people in his
house ;. but & king ought to be the father of
his people.« Louis XVI. had said so a thousand
times,

Well, it it was true and if be thought so, he
ought not to.have- been surpriged ; there is no-
thing more natural than to ask a father for
what one wants. But I 'believe he said so as he
had sald other things, and this visit from his
children frightened him, as they came too un-
ceremoniously ; and as there was no want of
Valentines then, there was no end to their re-
greta.

On the other hand, t.he pat.rlot.s had hoped-

that Louis XVI. would have reflected on seeing
this mass of people, and would have sanctloned
the two decrees—so thought Chauvel, But the
kihg maintained his veto, so that altogether
the affair was a fallure, and our enemies profit-
ed by it.

They might have been sure of it. The party
of the Feulllants, and the sol-disant constitu-
tionals, Barnave, Monnier, Lally -Tolendal, Du-
port, the brothers Lameth, who always talked
to the people about respecting the constitution,
-and adviged the court to destroy it—these
people, half the National Guard, and seventy-
six departmental directories, cried that all was
lost ;. that there was no respect for the king;
that Santerre, Rossignal, and Legendre, aad all
the chilefs of the manifestation of the 20th of
June, should be brought to tria), as well as
Petion, for not having fired on the people, as
Ballly did on the Champ de Mars; and La-
fayette bimself, instead of remaining at his
post, watching the eighty thousand Austrians
and Prussiang assembled at Coblentz to invade
nus—Lafayette feft his duty and came to Parls
to require, in ‘the name of the army, the
chastisement of the insurgents of the 20(.!1 of
June.

+'He was honourably received by the Assem-

~bly, which did not prevent the Girondin Guadet

ssylng—

"uWhen'I beard M. Lafayeite was in Paris I
umnedlately thought we had 1o longer any
enemies Abroad—the Aastrians are vanquished.
Thisillugion has not Jasted long; our enemivs
sgre still there, and yet M. Lafayette is in Paris.
What powerful motives can have brought him
‘here 7 -Our domestic troubles? Does he, tuen,

_fear the National Assembly bhas notb sufficient

;power to-repress them ? He constitutes him-
‘self the miouthplece of the army and of all res-
peclnble people. These respectable people

“whére are they ? This army, how did it come-

o this decision ? I believe M. Lafayette tukes
‘the wishes of his staff for those of the whole
army, and T say that df he has left his post
without the minister’s permission, he violates
the con-titution.”

. That was clear,

La(’avette is the first example of those gene-
rals who afterwards deserted their ‘armies to
‘come-and seize upon power under the prebence
of serving their country.

He dught to have been arrested and tried by
court-martial,” If he had been condemued to
have & cannon-ball chained to his leg for ten
yearp,,as aprlva!.e soldier, he would not have
beéen tn.sych & harry to go to Paris without
orders,

‘A last, aner baving denounced- the Jacobins
at the National Assembly, he hurried to offer
1o escort their majesties to Compidsne, whence
the king conld order the revision of the consti-
tution, establish the monarchy in its prerog-

-| atives, and the nobility 1a"their civil privileges,

He, Lafayette. would undertake to carry out
the king’s wishes, and if Paris resisted to treat
-1, A8 & city in rebellion, This we found out af-
terwards by letters from Coblentz. But the
king aud queen gave him a cold reception.

The queen wanted to be rescued by the
Prussians and not by Lafayette, who had dragged
her from Versallles to Paris, surrounded by a
crowd in rags, crying out, « Here is the baker,
his wife, and the little apprentice! ” She could
not forget it, nor accustom herself to the idea
of any constitution, and still less to see in M.
Lafayette the saviour of the monarchy. The
absolute rule of the Prussians and that of her
nephew Francis, King of Hungary and Bohemia,
Emperor of Germany, was much more prefer-
able. Lafayette, seeing that the days of the

| white horse were gone, tried all the rame to

raise the National Guard to exterminate the
Jacobin Club ; but Petion forbade the rappel to
be beaten, No one eame, and the marquis in

despair quletly returned to his army near
Sedahn,

s The patriots saw through his treason, and the
Assembly received petitions from all quarters
to demand the punishment of traitors, and es-
peolally of Lafayette. ..,

It was about the heginning of July, during the
greatest heat in the year, that thousande of con-
federated patriots, wn.hout troubling themselves
about the veto, set. off to organise a camp of
twenly thousand men; they started in small
bands of five or six, in their blouses, with red
caps on their heads, aud with a change of
clothes and ghoes in a handkerchief at the end
of a stick, crying—

“To Paris! to Paris!”

- The elder oner, when stopped on their road to
take a glass of wine or beer, wesld rRay—

« We are going there to defend liberty, resist
oppresston, and punish traitors.”

They were covered with dust. My heart beat
when I saw them pass, turn round tq wave
their hats and caps in the air, and shout to us—

«“ Addien ! You shall soon hear of us!”

I would have foliowed them, but tae idea of
father and mother, Mathurine and Etienne, who
could not do without me, kept me back. It was
hard to stay behind.

The king’s minister Terrier then wrote o the
directories of all the departments to stop and
disperse these assemblages by all reasonable
means ; to remind the districts and municipal-
fties that the magistrates ought «n their own
respousibility to order rolice-officers; the na-
tional gendarmes, and all publie forces not to
allow these people to leave thelr nati ‘e place
under pretence of going to the capital. But his
letter had no effect; on the countrary, ail the
clubs were against it, and Chauvel declared it
was treachery; that every facility had been
given to the Prussians and Austrians to unite
their forces; that the road into our native
country had been, as it were, cleared for them,
and tbat now they had recourse to the veto
and the threat of martial law, and other : bom-
inable devices, to prevent the citizens from
doing their duty. He discovered also' that the
king’s servants, disguised as National Guards,
went everywhere, turning the federals, whom
they called sans-culottes, into ridicule, as if
poverty was a crime. Very often a poor man
had more heart and more self-respect than
rascals like them, for it is not difficult to be a
valet, anl one earns more money that way
than by working at a trade from morning to
night. It was universally considered to be time
to put these people in thejr proper place, and
the National Arsembly passed a decree that
those citizen National Guards who had been
induced to come to Paris through attachm nt
to’the constitution, either to join the army of
reserve at Soissons or to go to the frontiers,
shruld enrol themselves at the municipality ;
that they should be present at the federal fotes
of July 14th; that they should receive billets
for military quarfers during three days, that
then the mnnicipality would_ give them the
route ror their dest.nation,where their battalions
would be arganized and paid on a war footing.

This decree did good ; it was sent by a special
messenger to the eighty-three departments,
and the king, the queen, the courtiers, and the
ministers at last understood the veto was not
flnal ; and notwithstanding that Luackner fell
back before the Austrians according to orders
from government, in spite of the junction of
ninety-five thousand Austrians and Prussians at
Coblentz, with twenty thousand émigrés ready
to invade us; notwithstanding Bouillé's fine
plan, who kept his promlse to show the foreign-
er the road to France, and whom Frederick
Willlam, Francis II., and the Duke of Bruns-
wick had sammoned to their councils; in spite
of his fine plan of attacking Longwy, Sedan,
and Verdun, which would hardly offer any de-
fence, and then to march on to Paris by Rethel
and Rbeims, across the fine plains of Champa-
gne, where they would find in the granaries and
barns of our peasants the means of supporting
their invasion; notwithstanding the preaching -
of refractory nobles, which severed Britany and
La Vendée more than ever from our revolution
and the raising of the Lower Languedoc
peasantry by the Count de Saillant, the king’s
lieutenant-general ; in fact, in spite of all
the treasons of the nobilily, the court, and the
émigrés united against us toestablish the kiny’s
good pleasure, the game was not in their favour
Yes, if these people had but possessed a shadow
of common sense, they ought to have seen that
armies of cobblers and lawyers, as they called
us, dreaded neither the grenadiers of Frederick
nor the lancers of the King of Boliemia and
Hungary, nor % the illustrious descendants of a
haughty race of conquerors.”

In the first place, it is a different thing to
fight for oneseif to getting one’s head broken for
a prince, who would alterwards lay you aside
like a useless crutch. This idea must have oc-
carred to them, and I think to Louis X VI, also;
for, 8o 1 e time after, letters were found in the
iron chest, despairing letters, in which he spoke
of the trouble and uneasiness which the creation
of the army of cobblers and lawyers caused him
and whom he would have preferred to see fight-
ing one another.

I shall never forget the passage of the federals
nor the terrible cry from France, when, at the
beginning of July, the famous speech of the Gi-
rondin Vergoiaud was published in the country
and when each of us recognised our own opinion
of the treachery of Louis XVI, in that of the
National Assemoly, Chauvel himself read this




