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in tle course of tiie thcy becane partners ; for several ycars

their affairs prospered, and not a doubt ever. existed concerning

hie large sum they held in trust. But adversity struck them ;

fire and disease ravaged their immense possessions in one of

the West India Islands. A larmed beyond their reason, the two

partners made one desperate speculation to retrieve fticr af-

fairs, that faiied, and, they vere ruined,-drawing several indivi-

duals in their train, among whom vere my heroine and her m-

tlier. This was a dreadfuil blov for poor Mrs. Delville ; she

hai been in a precarious state of hcalth for the last tivo years,
and griof for lier daughter's change of prospects sealed her

doom.

But Mrs. Delville did not drop suddenly into the grave, that

lid bcén a mercy; she lingered on for the space of ninc mofi ls,

with feelings anutely alive to every fresh proof of thcir mis-

fortune. These wre not wyanting in daily occurrence ; first

came trades-people, soine of vhom iad almost arnassed little

fortunes out of the custom of the Delvilles, but fcaring to lose

the amount of their last half yearly accounts, were suddenly,

seized with a fearful want of moncy. Next came the trial of

the world : nay, look not impatient, gentle reader, I iam not go-
ing to write a tirade ngainst the world, God wots, I love it, and

its inhabitaits too vell for that, I think it pretty,beiutiful, grand,
and glorious. The people it coîntains, arc, on ne peurt être
mieux. True, some arc rich, and others peor: some glidu

along through life, scarcely dreaming on their couches of down,
of tie existence of miscry others, fitom tIeir carliest infancy

inowv it in all its varicties ; the rich arc courted, and the poor
scorncd, the children of flic former are often bloated ivith

luxurious food, and iliose of the latter pinched with hunger-.
but what ofaîl that ? th niisfortunes of thi one would not be
alleviated by throse of tlie whole country ; no pain is rondered
less acute by seeing it sufFered by a felow boing. That sone arc
hîapîpy, and othcrs not so, helps to maintain the cquilibriun ; 1
lock upon calmsund storis, sunshine and clouds, palaces and
hovels, as tie necessary varicty to f'orm a world, and reformers,
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