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only p:cvcntcd us from establishing schools in which the experiment might bé
fu'ly tried, but have induced us to desist altogether from any further proceedings-
in that undertaking.” p. 3. ‘

The insurmountable difficulty referred to, was the arrangements
of the book, the use of whicly formed so essential a part of the
p'an so recommended. They say, ¢“until this preliminary step
would be secured, it would have been obviously premature to ap-
point masters or provide school-houses. p. 5

The Commissivners say s -

¢ We beg leave to recal to your Ercellency’s reeollection the particulars of
a Minute of Conference heid between our Board and the four Foman Catholie
Archbishops on this subject, bearing date the eighth of January, 1¢25, and
which, so far as reiates to the works in question, was as follows : —

¢¢ ¢ Ia these suggestions, for uniting Protestant and Roman Catholie children
in literaty, and separsting them ouly for religious instruction, Dr. Murray ex-
pressed his concurrenee. "

¢¢ ¢ The Comnnissioiers then cbserved, that separate religious instruction~should
rot commeace uatil the differeace of religious belief should malke it impossible
for iastruotion any longer to be received in eommon ; and they inquired whether
it wou'd be ol:j:cted to, on the part of the Reman Catholic Clergy, that the moré
advauced of the Protestant end Roman Catholie children should at certain times,
during echool hours, read portions of the Holy Scriptures together, aud in the
same c'asses, but out of their respective versions, subject to proper regulations,
and in the presence of their respective Protestant and Roman Catholic teachersy
suzgesting, at the same time, that opportunities might be afforded to the teach.
e, of each persuasioa t3 cxphin to the children separately the portions se
read ? e . »

¢ ¢ Dr. Murray answered, that serious dificulties would exist in’ the way of
such an arrangement, and, in lieu of it he proposed that the Holy Scriptures-
shou!d be used on’y when the Roman Cathoiic children should be taken apart
for the purpose of receiving religious instruction ; and hesaid that there cou'd
be.no passible objaction to the Roman Cathoiic children then reading out of the
sacred volume itself the gospels and epistles of the week; he added; that ne
cbjection would be made to a harmony of the gospels being.used in the general
education which the chiidren shoud receive in eommon; nor.to a volume con-
taining extracts from the Psalms, Proverbs, and Book of Feclesiastieus, nor to a
volume coutaining the h'story of the Creation, of the Deluge, of the Patriarchs,
of Joseph, and of the deliveratce of the Jcraelites, extracted from the Oid Tess.
tament ;, and that he was satisfied no dufficu’ties in arranging the details of euch
works would arise on the part of the Roman Catholic Clergy.

¢¢ ¢ The Commissioners then stated, that they considered it of the utmost mo-
ment that no books or catechisms should be admitted, either in the course of the
literary or religious instruction, containing matter caicu'ated to excite contempt,
hatred, or any uncharitable feeling, in any class, towards persons of a differcat
religious persuasion. )

¢ ¢ To this Dr. Murray cordially.assented.’ "* p. 5, and Fisst Beport, p. 96..

Beveral plans were submitted, first to the Protestant Archbishops -
and Bishops, and then to the Roman Catholic Prelates, to obtain
such a compilation of the Scriptures as would be unexceptionable
to both partics, ‘Two selections were submitted, one by the-Pro-
sestdnt Bishops, entitled “ Scripture Léssons;” another by “the



