
THE CHISETTAIN.

P>Ix <ÎTxù.

ST JOHN. N. ]B., - - - - AY, 1889.

A SAD NECESSITY.

This is a world of strife. No truth can iaki
hoadway without a constant warfare with othe
things that claim te bo truth. No man can defenc
what ho believes te b trie without constan
strife with those vlo contend that socething cels
lia true. Thuoe ihio are the friends of truth bj
profession are constantly at war among thouselves,
for no man is by prufessioi the friand of error, ancè
ail errera are propagated under the naio of truth.
Even the reoal frionds of trusth cannot live altoothe

at pOace, for differences wili arise, and difforenceî
produce conflict. While this conîflict goue on thei

roal eneinies cf truth stand off and cry out,
Agreo among yoursolves before you talk to ais.

This is% nothing iew under the sui. It lias

always been so, and Jesus forutuld it cre H laid the

foundation of Hia church. He said te His oarliest

discioles, 'Think not that I am comte te senld ponce

on the earth. I come net te senid peace but a

sword." It was His expectation, and mns we net

say for this very reasone, it was HIu inteaition, that

Bis disciples should live and propagate His cause,
the cause of love and peace in the midst of corstant

strife ? This was is aown history. Wherover He
went the woràs of pence and love which fell se

richly fron His lips were intermingled witlh those

quick and flashing exposures of hypocrisy and faise

teachîing which iaade Hina hateful in the eyes of the

Phiarisees, and madei Bis ewn diseiples at times

approach Him with the goute adnonition, "Know
you not that they were offended at this saying ''
There was nothing pleasant te the hoart of Jesus in

al[ this; neither was there anything attractive in it

te the mere lonker on. The heathen could have
stood by and said, Yeu, Jewa, who profess te know
a botter God than those we worship, nust bo at
poace among yoursolves, and show us a more peace.
fui and lovmng example, e you ask us te accept
your religion. Otily those who studied closoly and
impartially the respectiv' positions and conduct of

the parties, and were wael inforued in the Jeuish
Scriptures, coid decido that Jestus was right and
the Pharisees wrong. To ail others the strife
appeared but an unintelligible wrangle.

The sanie was traue of the apostles in their con-
flicts, first, with the Jewish leaders; second, with
false teachlers within the church; and third, with
one another. Lysias, the heathen chiharch, aacted
as arbiter batween the Jews and thir brother Paul,
and after witnessing two interviews betweon thenm
learned no moro thon that Paul was net worthy of
death or of bonds. The more distinguished and
intelligent Featus, whien ho heard the same issues
disoussed, could sce no more btwoeen themuî thon
"questions about their denion-aaorship;" and when
bu sent Paul to Reine kneoy net what to say were
the charges laid against him. When Paul and
Barnabas on one aide, and teachera troum Jerusalem
on the other, disputed in Aiitioc.h about the cir-
cumcision of the Geuifles, the brethren could not
decide between thom, and when laimilar teachers
followed hin te Galatia, the disciples who had once
roceived him like an angel of God, and would, if
possible, have plucked out tleir own oyes and given
then to him, were turned away fron him and
counted him almoat an onomy. In Corinth, too,
where "in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling" ho had planted a chuirch, mon arose,
claiming to be apostles anil denying that ho was
one, placinig the multitudo in doubt whon to be-
lieve and whom to obey. Besides all thia, and what
'vz-etill more perplexing than ail this, an open con-
flict between Iaul and Peter ocurs at Antioch,
where the latter is publicly charged with dissimula.

tion; and in the same city no sovere a quarrel
breaks out betwoen two bos.m friends and fullow
laborers, that Paul and Barnabas, who had hazarded
their lives together, are parted asunder. Tneso ahi
woro 8ad and painfuil incidents. Thoy were the
gashings of that sword whIhi Jesius came to send on
the earth, tho scorching of the firo He came to
kindle.

The samo sword is atili on its mission, the samo
fire is still burning. The friend and defeidur of
truth still finds hinself in the midst of confht,
"fightinas without aud fears withini." Lot us net
think strange, then, of the flory trial which shall
try us; but seeinig that the sad nocessity is laid upon
is, let lis study lic enftire examplu tf our Master
and follow flini. It is oînough for the disciple that
lie bu as his Lord. If we escapo without being
caled Boe'zobub, wu are not like Ilim, ve are
above Him. What, then, was ais exallple, and
what the approved examplo of Bis iuspired apostlusi
They spoko the truth with freedomn, with boldness,
avan vith sharpneuss. They apoko it always with
frcedoi, varying the tone to suit the porson and
the occasion. Whether friend or fou stood in the
way the truth was spoken. It wais spken with
justico always ; at times with severity, at other
times with great tenderness. All the tones betweea
these two extremes wero employed, but what was
spoken was always the trauth. God holp us to
speak this way ; and then, if pleasuro results to
otrselves and otheca, ve will enjoy it ; if pain re-
suits, we will patiertly enduro our part of it, and
not wantonly increase the part whichi fails upon
others. If friends, at times, can not sec to do us
justice, and if foes look and nock our misfortunes,
we wili ronieber the sad necessity under which vo
live, inder which our Mastor lived ; and for relief
we will look te that blessed land where conflics aire
ail over, wlhere sin aund error shall ever be known.
Thore the parted paths of Bariabas aud Paul wili
meet agamii, and iaiy wili mleet thore whose hearts
and lives have been true, but whose wekak judg.
ment and weakor ileai havt kept thium asuinder
while the conflict of life was raigig.-M., n the
Apostolic Times.

---.-- -- -

We sec, by the April sutimber of TuE CHIasTIANz,
"that our Brothor McDougali bas given us a lud
cail te * roturn' tu primitive faith and practice."
We aunite our hearts with our brocher'a in this
earnest cai. This is the greoat plea of the Disciples,
' the retuiri te the faitih and lif of the apostolic

church." But while we are in full sympathy, lcart
and tongue, with this plea, we muaist nt forgot the
fact that this cry for a " ratura I is more thau a
rcturn in word and in tongue. It is a return in
deed and in trutl that we ieed. But while we'
plead for this return, we aise rejoice, and douabt.
less our brother rejoices with-us, over the gratify-
ing progress we are makng toward primitivo Christi.
anity. Wh.n we conasider the fact that within the
east decado the Disciplos have sent over forty
missionaries ito foreign fields, we see at once that
we are rapidly returning te primiitivo practice.
The pregress of missien work in our owu provinces
shows is tliat w are not slow ira this march towards
the old landmarka of faith and practice. It ias
been but a fow years ago when little or no interest
was taken in mission work in theso provinces. Now
wc have nearly aIl our churches here manifesting
quite a commendable interest in this primitive
work.

Our hearts were mada glad by readiig in Tur
CnanisTxa, not long since, the beginning of a
system of mission work an Hants Co., sahowing
clearly that thoy are aise roturning te apostolic

practice. Wo sincerely hope that it nay not be
only a begnning, but tlit.t the primitive spirit of
mission may se actuato then that ail the county
may hear, sec and feel th power of the gospel.

This progress in mission will conflict with the
idea of stagnation. Wu are compelled to admit the
progress of the cause in the provincea, hence,

ipossible te be " stagtnation." Our personal
observation must b very liiited to see stagnation
an our provinces now. lIstead of " no increaso in
tho chirches the tast decade " we have had the
ncrease of threo iew churchos and at lcast eight

nlow meeting-hauses. Thora has been over two
hundred additions an Digby Co., N. S., and at
loast two hundred mora in Queons Co. In Char-
lotte Co., N. B., the catise lias been wonderfully
prospered, four now bonses erectod and huînidreds
added to the churches. Bro. Gates reported one
hunidred baptisms iim Charlotto Co. in one year. If
this as stagnation we hope wu may keop on stsgna-
tmng. Lut us look a moment at the work of the
preoacliers and ascertan how far thoy are " houscd
up mIi the home churches.," Ture ia Bro. E. O.
Ford am Kmaîa;s Co., ho has a radins of twelve or
tifteeni uniles. He preachles mit fivo or six different
communities. He wiul proch in three difleront
localaties overy Lord' day. Last Lord'a day he
attended church in Port Williams, and after the
" Lord's sipper le drove tei suiles and held a
moting, then cani back home and attended te
baptisn and tho attended meetiiag agan an the
evonig. Tis as about. the way he as "honsed up'
in lis homle clutrchi. lia his viatting ho is "l hounsed
up " about the same way. He made si. visits one
day which nocessitated twenity miles of travel. It
as gratifying te seo what a " stagnation " ho is
creatng in this counity. The brothren are cuming
up tu the work nobly. A home for the preacher
is being finishîed. Many who were wanderiag away
are gettng back to their places, and souls arebeing
saved, etc. If our bioahor's health and strength
perimit, we shall sec a strong chuîarch ia this beatti-
fui valley. We notico the saine kind of ' stagna.
lion" in Queens Co. Siice the preacher's residence
there, oneu hundred aud fifty have been added to
the church in Milton and a chirch organized in
Siimiîerviilc. Mich of the tine the preacher has
labored im nein different places in the county.
Besides this ho has labored, more or less, in very
manay places in the two provinces. And what shaîl
we say of our preacher in N. B.? Whero hasn't ho
been ? It would bu hard te measure the amouant of
labor lie lias done in N. B. and N. S. oitside of
his honie church. The faut that the cause in the
City of St. John ha been wonderfuilly blessed is
apparent te al.

Tuat the cause in our provinces is stagnating or
that oir preachers are "housed up" in their "hone
churches" is the last thing any observer would evor
sippose. While we are not doing as much as we
would desire and as we hope te do: yet we are net
de. The cause we love is progressing. Churches

are boing established, seuls arc being saved. Our
yuing nIen aire coming , p te the work. Only very
recently cur two provinces have given nine young

no te the niiiistry of the gospel. Our mission
work is increasing in iiiterest, and has coene te
stay. While wo earnaostly pray for still greater
uccess we will thakfully acknowledge the hand

of the Lord in the good work that is beinig accom-
plished among us.

H. MURRAY.

Tuai Foreign Missionary Society of the church of
Christ nas orgauzed in Lou;isvillo, Ky., 1875.
To-day it bas miissionaries inScandinavia, Englaid,
Turkey, India, China and Japan. It lias 50 mis-
ionaries in all-24 maies, 12 females and 28 native
ilpers. Tha wnul number of conversions frem.
ho first ia 4,316. Thie niube last ayear was 798.
Schools have been epod in Turkey, India, Chia
ad Japan.
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