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A S4D NECESSITY.

This is & world of atrife. No truth can mako
hoadway without a constant warfare with other
thinga that claim to bo truth. No man can defend
what ho bolieves to bo trite without constant
strifo with those who contend that something elso
is truo. Those who are the friends of truth by
profession are constantly at war among thomselves,
for no man is by profession the frieud of error, and
all orrors aro propagated under the namo of truth.
Even thereal frionds of truth cannct live altocother
at poacy, for difforences will ariso, and ditforences
produce cooflict.  While this cunflict gous on the
real onemies of truth stand off and cry out,
Agreo among yoursolves before you talk to us.

This is nothing now under the sun. It has
always boen 8o, and Jesus foretold it ere Ho laid the
foundation of His church. Ho said to His carliest
disciles, ““Think not that I am come to sond peaco
on the earth, I come not to send poace but a
sword.” It was His expoctation, and must wo not
say for this very reason, it was Hs imenti.on, that
His disciples should live and propsgate His cuuse,
tho cause of love and peace in the midst of corstant
sirife1 This was His own history. Wherover He
wont the words of peace and love which fell so
richly from His lips were intermingled with those
quick and flashing exposures of hypocrisy and false
toaching which wade Him bateful in the eyes of the
Pharisees, and made Hie own disciples at times
approach Him with the gontle admuniti.ou, “1‘{now’
you not that they were offended at this saying P
There was nothing ploasant to the heart of Jesusin
all thus; neither was there auythiog attractivo in it
to the mere looker on, The heathen could have
stond by and said, You, Jews, who proiess to know
a botter God than thoss we worship, must bo at
peace among yoursclves, and show us s moro poace-
ful and loving example, oro you ask us to accept
your religion. Only those who studied closoly and
impartially the respectivé positions and conduct of
the parties, and were well inforwed iu the Juwish
Scriptures, couid decide that Jesus was right and
the Pharisces wrong, To alt others the strife
appeared but an unintelligible wrangle.

The same wes true of the apostles in their con-
flicts, firat, with the Jowish leaders; second, with
false teachers within the church; and third, with
one another. Lysias, tho heathen chiharch, acted
as arbiter between the Jews and their brother Paul,
and after witnessing two interviews between thom
learned no moro than that Paul was not worthy of
death or of bonds. The more distioguished and
intelligont Festus, when ho heard tho same issues
discussed, could seo no more between them than
“‘questions about their domon-worship;” and when
he sent Paul to Rome kuow not what to say were
the charges laid against him. When Paul ard
Barnabas on one aide, and teachess from Jerusalem
on the other, disputed in Antioch about the cir-
cumcizion of the (entiles, the brethren could not
decide betweon them, and when similar teachers
followed him to Galatia, the disciples who had once
received him like an angel of God, and would, if
possible, have plucked out their own eyes and givoun
them to him, were turned away from him and
counted him almost an enemy. In Corinth, too,
where ‘‘in weakness and in fear and in much
trombling” ho had planted a church, men arose,
ciaiming to be apostles anl denying that he was
one, placinyg the multitude in donbt whom to be-
lieve and whom to obsy. Besidesall this, and what
wez-till more perplexing than all this, an open con-
flict batween Paul and Peter occurs at Antioch,
where the latter is publicly charged with dissimala.
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tion; and in the same city 8o sovere a quarrel
breaka ont betweon two bosum friends and follow
laborers, that Paul and Barnabas, who had hazarded
their lives together, ave parted asunder.  Theso all
woro sad and pamnful incidents. They wore tho
gashings of that aword whivh Jusus eamo to sund on
the earth, the scorching of the firo Ho came to
kindle.

The same sword is atill on its mnissiun, tho same
fivo is atill burning. The friend and defendor of
truth still finds himself in tho midst of coutlict,
“fightings withont and fears within,” Lot us not
think strange, thon, of the fiery trial which shall
try us; but soving that the sad necessity is lnid upon
na, let us study the entire example of our Mastor
and follow Him. Tt is otough for the disciple that
ho be a8 his Lord. If we escapo without being
called Boe'zobub, wo are not like flim, wo are
above Him.  What, then, was His exawple, and
what the approved examplo of His mspired apusiles?
They spoko the truth with freedom, with boidness,
evon with sharpness. They spukoe it always with
freedom, varying the tone to suit the porsun and
the occasion.  Whether friend or foo stuod in the
way the truth wes spoken. It was spoken with
justico always; at times with severity, at other
times with great tenderness.  All the tunes between
these two oxtremes wero employed, but what was
spoken was alwsys the trath. God help us to
speak this way ; and then, if pleasuro results to
oursolves and othecs, we will enjoy 1t ; if pain re-
sults, we will pationdy endure our part of it, and
not wantonly increase the part which falls upon
others. 1f friends, at times, can not see to do us
justice, and 1f foes lovk and muck our misfortuncs,
wo will romomber the sad necessity under which wo
live, wnder which our Master lived ; and for relief
wo will look to that blessed land where conflicts are
all over, where sin and error shall uever bo known,
There the parted paths of Bacnabas and Paul will
meet again, and many will meet there whose hearts
and lives have beon true, but whose weak judg.
ment and weakor tleab have kept them asunder
while the couflict of hfe was raging.--= M., in the
Apostolic Times.

Original Contributions.

“RETURN.

Wo see, by the April number of T'ur CunisTrax,
““ that our Brothor McDougall has given us a Joud
call to ‘return’ to primitive fwith and praciice.”
We unite our hearts with our brother’s in this
earnest call.  Thua is the great plea of the Disciples,
*‘ tho rewnrn to the faith and hfe of the apustolic
church.” But whilo we are in full sympathy, heart
and tongue, with this plea, we wust not forgot the
fact thau this cry for a *‘ roturn ” is more than a
return in word and in tougue. It is a return in
deed aud in truth that we need. But while we
plead for this return, we also rejoice, and doubt.
less our brother rejoices with -us, uver the gratify-
iny progress we are makimyg toward primitive Christi-
anity. When wo consider tho fact that within the
last decade the Disciplos have sent over forty
wissionaries into foroiun fields, wo ace at once that
we are rapidly returning to primitive practice.
The pregress of missicn work in our own pruvinces
shows us that wo are uotslow 1o this march towards
the old Jandmarks of faith and pr‘:!ctice. It has
been but a few years ago when Jitlle or no interest
was taken in mission work in these provinces. Now
we have pearly all our churches here manifesting
quite a commendable interest in this priwitive
work,

Our hearts wore made glad by reading in Tuz
CHRISTIAN, not long since, the beginning of a
system of mission work in Haunts Co., showing
clearly that thoy are also returning to apostolio

practico. Wo sinceraly hopo that it may not be
only o beginning, but thut the primitive spirit of
mission may so actuate thom that all the county
may hear, sco and feel thy powor of tho gospel.

This progress in inission wiil conflict with tho
idea of stagnation. e aro compelled to admit the
progress of the canse in the provinces, hence,
mpossiblo to be **stagnation.” Our porsonal
observation must be very limited to see stagnation
in our provinces now. lustead of ** no increase in
the churches the last decade ” we have had the
mcreaso of threo uow churches and at lonst eight
now meeting-houses, Thore has been over two
hundred additiens i Digby Co., N. S., and at
loast two huimdred moro in Queons Co. 1n Char-
fotto Co., N. B., the cause hus been wonderfully
prospored, four new houses orected and hundreds
added to the churches. Bro. Gates reported one
hundred baptisms 1 Charlotto Co. 1n one year. 1f
this 1s staghation we hops wo may keop on stagua-
ting. Lot us look a moment at tho work of tho
preachers and ascertain how far thay are ** honsed
up i tho home churches,” There is Bro. B, C.
Ford 1 Kings Co., bo has a radins of twelve or
tifteen miles. Ho preaches m five or six difforent
communities. Ho wiil presch n three different
focaltties overy Lord’s day. Last Lord’s day he
attended church 1n Port Willlams, and after the
** Lourd’s supper * he drove ten miles and held »
mooting, thea came back home and attended to
baptism and then avtended meeting again m the
Tius 18 about the way he 18 **honsed up’
In his vistting he is * housed
up ' about the same way. Ho made six visits one
duy which nccessitated twenty miles of travel, It
18 gratifying to seo what a ‘*‘stagnation’ he is
creatng 10 this county. The brothren are coming
up to the work nobly. A howe for the preacher
18 being finished. Mang who wers wandering away
are getuny back to their places, and souls arg, boing
saved, ete. If our brother's health and strength
permit, weo shall sce a strong chureh in this beauti-
ful valley. We nouico the same kind of *¢ stagna.
tion” 1n Queors Co.  Sinco the preacher’s residence
there, one huudred aund fifty have been added to
the church in Milton and a church organized in
Summerviile,  dluch of the time the preacher has
tlabored in nine different places in the cuunty.
Beaides this he has labored, more or less, in very
mauny places in the two provinces. And what shall
wo aay of vur preacher in N, B.]  Where hasn’t he
besn? It would be hard to meussure the amount of
labor he bhas dune in N. B. and N. S. outside of
his homo church, The fact that the cause in the
City of St. Juhn ha been wonderfully blessed is
apparent to all,

That the causs in our provinces is staguating or
that our preachers aro “*housed up’ in their “*home
churches is the last thing any obsorver would ever
suppose. While we are not doing as much as we
would desire aund as we hepe to do: yet we are not
idle. Tho cause we love is progressing. Churches
aro boing established, souls are being saved, Our
young reen are coming » p to the work.  Ouwly very
recently our two proviuces have given nine young
wen to the wministry of the gospel.  Our mission
work is increasing i interest, and hay come to
stay, While we carnestly pray for still greater
suceess wo will thankfully acknowledge the hand
of the Lord in the guod work that is being accom-
plished among us,

evoning,
in his home church,

H. MuRrray.

Tue Foreign Missionary Sociely of the church of
Christ was orgautzed in Louisville, Ky., 1875.
To-day it has missionaries in Scandinavia, England,
Turkey, India, China and Japan. It has 50 mis-
sionaries in all—24 wales, 12 femsles and 28 native
helpers. Tha wnole number of conversions from:
the first ia 4,316, T'ne number last year waus 798.
Schools have been opened in Turkey, India, Chna
and Jupan.



