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Purchasing Patent Medicinas.

. Tue sale of patent medicines must
necessarily forns an important part of the
stock-in-teade of the retail druggist, but it
is ono of those lines which, perhaps, more
than any other, requires great care and
Jjudgment in purchasing, Proprictary
articles' which have fallen into disuse and
consequeitly never asked for, ave the
worst kind of “dead stock,” for, with very
few exeeptions, the purchaser asks dircctly
for the article wanted, such s “Smith'’s
Sarsaparilia,” ctc., instead of asking the
druggist to recommend one, consequently
it-does not pay to buy any article for
which u dewand has not already been
created.  Notwithstanding this fact, how
frequengly do we find the druggist Joading
himself up with 2 stock of goods, of which
he may never mmke a single sale, and
which stock lie would gladly dispose of
very shortly after, if'ke conld, at one-fourth
of what it cost him,
The great ovil seems to be that husiness
men are anxious to obtain 4 supposed ad-
vantage over their competitors (we say
§ supposed, because what patent or proprie-
tary. article is thereon the market to day
hat cannot be purchased in any quantity
Edesired from the wholesale dealer) and,
Ethe dolusion that any man can obtain the
tcomplete control of a medicine is too b-
fsurd for any practical man toadmit. But
fthis is practically. the real reason, as has

olers: domplete coutrol offcrs pregisely

fbeen too often exemplified. The man who'
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what he cannot give, and the purchaser
will find this to his cost.  Again,
we have the wanufacturer, or his agent,
who represents that, on condition of the
purchase of acertain quantity of his guods,
you will not only liws e the full contiol of
your section but you will receive » hand-
some bonus of something on which he
places a fietitious value, and perhaps at
thy same thine promiases liberal focal adver
tising cither through the local papers or
by house to house distribution of samples,
cte.  Many druggists have found them-
selves in this way loaded down with goods,
which although they may have some med-
icinal value, still they must be only
churged to the wrong side of the *profit
and loss” account. The trade should
therefore bo constantly on their guard
“promises are like pie crust ensily broken,”
and too frequently the druggist finds that
in his desire to get n httle ahead of his
neighbor in business; he may possibly in
the supposed advantage find himself the
worse off.  Our advice, after practical ex-
pevience, is, do not purchase uatil an arti-
cle is properly advertised and the demand
created (hen and then ouly will you feel
yourselt ustitied in placing the goods in
stock. Lhe munufacturer who intends to
aeal honestly with the retailer must and
will see first that the demand is created,
and this cun only be dune permanently
and effectually through advertising.  This
advice we know is somewhat too Jate fur
many who have sufteved in thisway  some
of them bat very recently —but we teast
it may be the means of deterring others
for whom the trap has yet to be'laid, and
if any of them will profit hy our admoni-
tion we shall feel that we have saved
money to at least sume of the trade.

Pharmacy in tihz Waest Indian
Islands.

Now that considerable interest is evine.
ed in the (xport trade of this country,
and that negotiations have been begun by
the Finance Minister of Canada looking
to au further increase of trade with the
West Indies, it would be well for the
wholesale drug and patent medicine trade
to sce that in the anticipated inercase of
business in  that direction, their lHues
should be fully vepresented.  The amount
of exports in the drug line, outside of per-
haps one or two patent medicine houses,
is-very smull, but if the negotintions men-
tioned are brought to . successful issue

there sliculd Ve rio reason why u consider-
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able trade should nvt be done there.  In
order to give some wdea of pharmacy in
these islands of 5,000,000 inhabitants, wo
append a portion of the article which ap-
pers in the Chenst waald Dragyist of
Dee. 27th.  Speaking tirst of Jamaiea, it
says s -

“The island is governed by o governor
and legislative couneil, assisted by a Privy
Conna,y towal affans buing attonded 1o by
parochial boards,  The arrangements for
cducativn are good,  Tt1s as well to noto
that Kiugston is the only town of over
10,000 inhabitants. Tt has nemly 40,000,
and Port Maria, Spunish Town, Moutego
Bay, and Falmmouth, are the next in im-
portance.  As to pharmacy there is a law,
passed in 1381, preventing all but those
properly qualificd from selling poisons,
Certificates of computency are granted by
the superintending mcedical officer, under
whom ave # number of medical practition.
ers of the “ Island Medical Serviee” ve-
tained by the Government as district
medical ofticers.  The examination is held
periodically at times and places decided
upon by the supetintendent, amd candi-
dates pay £2 entiance fee. Every candi-
date must show  satisfactory evidence of
having been engaged for at least three
years in the study of phacnacy, one year
of which must have been divoted to dis.
pensing work under a qualiticd medical
practitioner or licensed dispenser, and pass
in the following subjects .~ -

t) Reading and translating antograph Eng-
ish amd Latin pesariptivus anddetecting crrors
wind unusual and exeessive doses.

{h) Dispensing prescriptions and writing legi
hle directions.

{2} Recogmizing the extracts, il “masses,
vowdets, tinctures, wines, omtmonts, &e., of
th- Britieh Phacaacopaia, and spe_ifying theic
doses aind the ingiedients compising them, and
the method of their manufacture,

f) llccugnl/.iné; the baihe,roots, Teaves, guns,
resing, Lo, used in medicine, and speafying the
otlicinal prepamtions into which they enter,
whence they are chicfly obtained, and the names
of the plants that produce thew,

(r} Distinguishing by sight aml taste (not
analysis) some of the Jhiel Jicmals of the
Brittsh Pharmacopia, speeifying their doses,
the method of their manufactute, their charac-
tery, annd tests,

Provision is made for re-cxaminntion in
cases of failure, but after vepeated failures
candidates are sent back to their studies
for a year. The medieal board have pow-
er to accept such certitieates as the British
“Minor” in licu of theirown.  Tlhose who

obtain  the license are culled licensed
dispensers, and are cligible for the

public appointments as such, to which
walarics of £50 to £60 u year aro




