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SAUL ANOINTED KEING.
1 Sam. x. 1-27.

Ver,1-6. David, 1 Sam. xvi. 1, and Solo-
mon, were anointed i the same way, 1 Kings

i. 39, Kissing was the act of a subject to a
kiog, Psal. ii. 12. Saul was to remember, 1.
He was the Lord's servaut. The people
would call him /ing, but God would treat
bim o8 His servani, and kevp him on the
throne only while he did his duty. None are
50 high as to be above serving God, Psal. ii.
10,11. 2. He was anointed kivg. This
would remind how solemnly he was set apart
1o God's work. 3. It wus over God's inheri-
tance; they were therefure to be governed
after God’s will.

Ver. 2-13. Mention separately the six
signs given to Saul. These signs would con-
vinoe Saul that samuel was commissioned by
God to anoint him king, and they weuld help
to keep him obedignt to Samuel's instractions.
‘The prophecies which the Bible contains are
gteat proofs of its beiog from God. Notice
Sansuel’s tenderness of feeling.  He had told
him the previous day that the assee were
found, but only now of his futher’s auxiety
{ver.2) when he was on his way home.—
Oberish a tender spirit.  Fhere must have
bean good peoplein Lsrsel then; see how many
are refer to, ver. 3-5. Christ has more
{ollowers than we are apt to think, 1 Kings xix.

10-18. These men did not go to God empty-|

handed; when we go to worship, it is 2 good
time tolay past our money aswe have ability,
1 Cor.svi.2. The prophets were uften called
the sons of the prophets, 2 Kings ii, 3-5, and
dwelt insocieties, (ver.3) cultivating lesrn-
ing, teaching music. &e.  'I'bis is the meaning
of their prophesying; eee 1 Chron. xxv. 1;
Bom. xii. 6. It is doulitful (ver. 6) if Baul was
a pious man until now. Itisnota good sign.
that, though ke lived within twenty miles of
Ramab, he was a stranger to Samuel, 1 Sum.
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on the Corinthians, 1 Cor. vi. 8-11. Hé ez
do the same for you. . )

Ver. 14-16.  Saul showshis pradence herey
if would have Leen dangerous to talk hip unele
2ll. Wo are always bound to spesk truth,
but need not tell the whote truth. ¥8 would
bave been a He to say that was alf Samuel
told him. Lying Eps ore ar ebomination to
the Lord. 'Who shall dwell in Thy koly bill 2
He ;hat speaketh truth in his heart. Prel.
xv. 2.

Ver. 17-19.  Mizpeh was a ey of Ben~
jamin, Joeh. xviii. 3-26, where tha {ribes had
j assembled to exterminate Bepjamin, Jud. xx
{ 1; it was a fit place in whieh o honour Be?{:

min by taking o king from that fribe,
l sin of Yorsel (ver. 18, 19) lay here. They

thought their misfortunes arose from the want
of a king, insteud of being the “finit of their
sing, Jud. ii. 16-19; and they imagined a king
would be a better governorthan God. 1 Sam.
vifi. 7. God had designed they should haves
king of His choos'ng, Deut. xvii. 14, 15; bus
through their sin he gave them one in anger,
Hos. xiii. 9-11. The benefits we receive from
God are goon forgotten, Isa.i. 2, 3.

Ver. 19-24. Though Saul was anointed
previously, the lot was taken fo satis(y the
people, otherwise they mighs have thought
he was only Bamuél’s choice. The lot wos
resorted to on great occasions, Josh, vii. 17
“ The lot ia cast into the lap, but the whole
dieposing thereof is of the Lond,” Prov. xvi,
33. Thisis a very different shing from gambl;
ingand wagering, which are sinfulsnd dangor-
Jous. Observe Ssul's modesty; (the stoff in

which he was hid was the people’s baggage)
Thig was a gond beginning; some in his place
would bave put themselves in the most pro-
minent place, Seo his faith: he kunew on
whom the lot would fall. All God’s promises.
shall be fulfilled, Psal. oxi 7, & Al the
paths of the Lord are mercy and trath, Psal.
xxv. 10. His appearance was i his favour,
ver. 23, aud ] Saw, ix. &, which, with Ged's
§ ehioice; andiSamuel's approbation, eplisted: the
: feelings of the peopls on his hehalfl
Ver 25-27. The mouuer of the kingdony

|

ix. 19; and thut it should be thought so aston- ' is the manner in which it was to. be ruled,
ishing ke became a prophet. e was now | Deut xvii. 1420. In every.company (ver.
changed, (ver. 11) bus, from bis future history ! 27) there are some good and some bad. The
being so incousistent, we caunot tell how far { guod are so by God's grace, ver. 26; Eph. ii.

the change went. Beware of grieving or
quenching the Spirit of Ged, who speals to
you in this Bible. One man (ver. 12) seems
ta have koown how Swul conld become s
prophet; he arked, But who is their father?
—~meaning, How did any ofthese men become
prophets ¥ Could not God make aula
prophet as weil as another.  Is any thing too
hard for the Lord? What changes did he
work on another Saul! 1 Thwm. i. 1216 snd

1,3,4,5. Belinl is a word meaningfwickeduess,
Children of Belial are the same us wicked
men. Indespising him they despised Giodl, for
God bad elected him. See Suuv's self-com-
mand; he waited for a fit opportanity of ap-
proving himself to be woriby of the throme,
¢ (Fo not forth hasitly to strive, lest thoukugw
vot what to do iu the end thereof,” Prov. xav,
8. Walk in wisdom toward them that are
without, Col. iv. 5.—Edin. S. S. Lessana,




