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. The Temples. of the Bible.
The correct meaiiing of the word tem-
ple is “a dwelling” “Whereyer God
dwells visibly, or- by his felt presence,
--there is the temple; dwelling; or house of.
God. - In 'this- -extraordinary way he
- dwelt of -0ld in a pait only—the most
‘holy place—of the. sacred building on
Mount Moriah. ‘That: part only was,
strictly speaking, the temple, or naos.
The whole sacred building, with its out-
er and inner courts, was called “the
,kieron.” Hence it is that our Lord speaks
of oné who was slain “:between the
temple (naos) and the altar ;” .meaning
between the most holy place and the.
altar of burnt offering-in the-court of the
priests. In Secripture. we read.of.three
kinds of temples, -exclusive of the pro-
phetic témples of Ezekiel and the book
of Revelation. The first kind of temple
was that of a-holy place, the second that.
- of*a holy person; and the third that of a
holy people. . ol : '
I. Thke-first temple was & holy place,
called also " the: tabemacle,” ““the
sanctuary.” God commanded the Israel-
ités (Exod. xxv. -8) to make him “a
sahétuary, that he might.dwellamong.
‘them,” and hepromised-(Exod. xxix. 44,
45) to, ¢ sanctify the tabernacle . . . and
o dwell among the childrén of Israel.”
This promise was fulfilled by'God at the
dedication of the tabérnacle in-the wild-
_éfness, for we. read, Exod:.xl. 34, 35,
when Moses hadfinished the work, “then
the-glory-ofithie Liord filled the tabernacle,
- and Mosés was not able to-enter intothe:
‘tent-of the. congregation; because the
«dloud abode thereon,.and: the glory of.
“the-Lord filled. the: ‘tabernacle.” This
" thovable temple; or tabernacle, was. suc-
- ceeded by the ‘permaneht. building -on
Mount Moeriah; where David - desired:
1o find a tabernacle forthe God of Jacob ;
‘but-Solomon built him an. house, (Acts]

- vii 46,-47). At its dedicdtion Solomon |

-addresséd, God' in: prayer; and said (I
~Rings viii, 13), “’I have surely built
- thes-an house to:dwell in, a settled:place-
-for theé'to abide.in for-ever ;" andiwe.are
told (2 Chron. vii. 1, 2), that “when

|mess of the' Godhead bodily.”

| Solomon had made an end of pray‘ixig.... ’

the glory of the Lord filled the ‘house,-
.and the priests.gould nob enter into the
.house of the Lord; because the glory of:
the. Lord had: filled the house of the
Lord.” o

II. The secontl' temple was a  holy
persoi—viz,, the Lord Jesus Christ.:
He himself taught the Jews this truth,,
In John ii. 19. he addressed them tin:
‘these words, which he intended. shouldi
be literally understood of himself, for
they were literally fulfilled by him:
£ Destroy this temple, and in three days
I will raise.it up.” The evangelist adds
thé explanation in the 21st verse—*“But
ke spake of the temple;-of his. body.”t
‘Agreeably to- these words. of Christ. and,
the evangelist John, the Apostle; Paul:
teaches the Cologsians (i. 19), « It;p'leas-;
‘ed the Father that in him " (that is; in
Christ) “should - all - fullness dwell ;
and (i1.9) “ in him dwellethall the full-
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ITIT. The third temple is a holy people
~~namely, all ¢“the saints and faithfibin.
Christ Jesus,” that ¢ blessed company of
all faithful people ” which make up the
«universal ‘Church.of Géd. They areias:
real and literal a temple; or-dwelling, ‘or
‘house-of God, as the body of Chtist, or
-the magnificent house built by Solomon.
It is not the languagé of metaphor St.
Paiil used ivhen he addressed the Chris-
-tian believers of Corinth, and said, “Ye
are ‘the temple of the living' God, and:
God hath said, I will dwell in thém;”|
‘or-when heé addressed the Christians:of
Ephests—“ Ye:are built ‘on the founda-
tion -of the apostles:and prophets; Jésus
'Christ himself "being the; chief -cother
stone; in whom:all the building fitly
framed. together groweth:into an holy:
temple in the Lord : inswhom ye alsorarg
‘builded: together for'an Habitation of God,
‘through the Spirit:” - v rJ
Tt isin this light regarding Weliéverd
a3 ““an habitation of ‘God,”; that St.
Peter, .in his first Epistle, calls ‘the
“elect”, strangers “‘lively stones, #ho
:ate built up .a spiritual house” (ii. b).
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This spiritual house is called,:in ver. 9,
iy




