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CONSULTING NATIONAL FEELING,

T is seldom—and the <eldomer the bet-
ter—that national feeling, usually of a
quasi-political character, interferes in mat-
ters purely commercial  Still, there are
times whenitdoes. At presentthereisa de-
cided impression in Canada that the rulers of
the United States—not necessanly the peo-
ple of the republic, but the politicians—have
been acting in a very unfnendly fashion to-
wards this Dominion, Ve need not recite
the facts as to the Dingley tariff, the Behr-
ing Sea question, etc., because our object
is not to stir up feeling or to talk politics,
but to discuss the present tendencies in
their direct relation to the book and periodi-
<al trade.
It seems to us that the bookselling trade
should keep a watchful eye upon the opin-
wulis of their regular customers and endeavor
to meet Canadian feeling in the matter of
Canadian or British books and magazines as
arainst those from the United States. There
are apparently many Canadians just now
who are in no mood to patronize United
Siates productions. An incident occumred
i+ a rity store the other day which illustrates
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what we mean : An old customer wanted an
Linglish review, and was offered onc from
the United States.
had no intention of starting an international
discussion,

The dealer, apparently,

The plain truth was that he
did not keep the English review for counter
sale, only ordering special copies for cus-
tomers, but usually he kept one or two of
the United States review for casual demand.
The customer said vehemently he would
not buy that Yankee thing! The dealer,
instead of humoring this little display of
national feeling, began to argue. One
word led to another and the customer de-
parted, vowing that in future he would buy
from a bookseller who stood up for his own
country. Qf course, the dealer was just as
stalwart a Canadian as his customer, but,
in a hasty moment, forgot that a number of
Canadians are in no mood to patronize
United Statcs publications.

While this is, in a commercial scnse,
regrettable, the bookseller and newsdealer
should keep it in view. If temporarily there
is this national feeling abroad, it should be
catered to just like any other demand. If
you do not happen to have the Canadian or
British book or magazine wanted, alacrity
should be shown in offering to send for it
promptly. This is only business at any
time. Just now itis doubly good policy.

CUTTING PRICES,

The trade will await with much interest
the result of the attempt to maintain the
prices of the new Presbyterian hymnal.
There has been a large sale all over Can-
ada, as this church, next to the Methodists,
is the most nuinerous Protestant body in the

Dominion,
complaints of cutting.

ronto a few days ago and said that it was
the aim of his company to protect the retail

trade against cutting.
price will get no more copies.

be scen whether such a policy can be carried

If the Canadian
trade will co-operate with the English pub-

out with determination,

lishers we believe it can.

ment stores, forinstance, will get a supply
Assuming that the English
publishers stand firm—and no doubt in this
case they propose to do so~—those who sell
cutting firms will be unable torepeat the

some way.

performance,
should work wonders.

MAGAZINES.

E return to the subject of the cheap

magazine.

Autumn sales are, as
usual, likely to be large, and itis a practi-
cal question how far the dealer should en-
In the case of the better
magazines, such as The Century, The

courage them,

Canadian, Lippincott's, etc.,

for books.

a copy to the trade.
is now comparable with any.

So far we have heanl very few
The publisher, Mr.,
Frowde, of The Oxford Fress, wasin To-

Those who cut the
Some people
think this cannot be done, and it remains to

Those who are
sceptical always say that the large depart-

A little firmness, therefore,
At least we hope so.

the profit is
large to those who handle them. The
Century is a very fine magazine of the very
best class and really stimulates a demand
In the case of The Canadian
Magazine, it has strong claims to favor as a
literary venture, while, besi-les, it nets 10c.
Its illustration work

Lippincott’s
is a thoroughly deserving magazine, and
the complete novel in cach issue by well
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