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TIE WESLEYAN METHODIST,

“Wuen preachers of the Gosprl becomn parties 10 party
Ipelitics, religion mourus, the Caurcl is unaditied, and political
B isputes agitate oven the fathful of the land. Such proachers,
B 50 matter which sida they tike, are no louger the messengers

I of glad tidings, but tho sasdainca of coufus on, and waiters of
theheritage nf Christ."~—Life of Dr, Adam wiarke.

TORONTO, MAY, 1845.

We nckoowledgo tho receipt of tho Wes
zluc, for Feliruary, 1845,

B \Ve refer our rexlers to the important lettar signed  Veritas”
which a fricud and supporter ofour paper has costributed, on
the aubject of Lay-Represantation; thereby prrivnaing vur
B duty, iuvelation tu this queation, mueh beticr thay wo coutd

A1 D Yo g luirg
~Hlepresestation s thyieia fuily eatablished.

THE CHURCH FUNDS.

* It is pot reason that wo should leave the Word of God,
wsd serve tables®

We promised, some time ago, to enter
e -gain into the subject of the Mission Fund,
R 2nd, more recently, those of the Centenary

Fund, and Victoria College; and, in doing
§ S0, we ure aware that we are entering upon
a2 very painful duty, in the performauce of
@ \hich we expect nothing but renewed
Minsul.  With these preliminary remarks, we
g rroceed to the subject of

’ THE MiSSION FUND.

A very recent declaration, from the Editor of the
‘Grardias, inforins us, that ho wishes to have the
Rlizhtofday upon all thair **funds.”  After the ntter-
fauce of this wish, it was uatural to expectn develope-
ment corresponding to that declaration ; bat, to the
grresent time, wo havo nothing but the wish express-
¢d, in addition to the annual Reports. In charging
g the partics concerned with a wisappropriation of the
{unds, we will expliin what wo mean by mzappro-
pristion. We call that a msappropnation which
Bsists in collecting moncy for one object, and cx-
pending it apon another, without consulting the par-
ftics who have contributed the money, as to the pro-
aposed slteration  the disposal of it. In clucidating
gour meaning further, we refer W the printed Mis-
sioiary Reporte, intended. no doubt, to give #atis-
aclion to tho contnbutors, as to the disposal of the
bmonty eontributed.

We first notice the report of 1831, being the first
year afier the dissolauon of the Union, and, in ex-
uining these Reporte, we remazk, that we do not
xpect o find anything worslly wrong, but to prove
general bad mansgement, and the necesnity of the
poterlerence of the lay.members of the Church, who
wore capable, in finencizl matters, than the

¢ aud the necessity of propur persons bemng
mployed to aud.t the accounts, bolore they are
thiied-20-the public in the ennzal Reporta.

leyan Methodist Muga.
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« Reztized from the Rer. J. Stinson, £302 105"
This is a most evident proof of the inconsistency of
the Reports: for it appears that when the managers
acknowlodged to have £944 4s. 13d. on hand, and
53y, that sum was all they had to mcet the cally of
scven months to come, they had, by their own shos.
1g. £302 10s. less than what amount.  Now, which
atement ate the members of the Charch to believe 7
for tho Report pledges itself 1o both, while anly one
is possible! lu this ycar's Report (1842) the balancs
of the Tormer year, of £561 I4s. 14d., {whica.we
have

In this year (141) the receipt
acknowledged: o which it is added that £35 5+ 3d. had
notheen received “Chisisanumportant admnssion, with
reference to a clear understanding of the cash ac-
count, and is equivalent 1o an explicit decliration
that the other portion of the ba'auce was on hand
in cash: bot wo shall find, herealkr, another sum
taken off for the same reason. The sum of £1,713
8. 7d was expended, viz, for Missionary parpuses
L£1.627 18 10d ; fur expenses incidental thegeto
£359s 93, ond to the contingent fund £30.

This ix the simpicst aud most satisluctory state-
ment of the whole four years uuder review. We
object 1o £59 being paid to tho Contingent Fund
out of tho Mssivuary collections, and eapect an
explanation thereon.  Bat thero are 1 tus year's
acconnt uo charges for printing the report. or for o
Missionary Travelling Agent, and the mcdental cx-
peuses are about two and a halt’ per cent. on the
amount appropnated to Mwvion purpuses. Dot the
whole amount collected was not expended when the
account was mude up, there remamed a balauco
the treasirer's houds of £561 14s. 14d.

Wo notico this year that Grand River Misston
had 10 pay for threo Missionaries, apparently ot an
extravagont rate, 10 tue mmounnt of £139, and that,
a4 Lur as appears in the repont, for ouly hall a yeur.
Yupe~anrit 1 1 tha.
report, @ showing the necessny for this lurgo ex-
penditteo on that Mission : it is also, poid to three
meuibers of the Cunfercuce, and requircs explana-
tion.

The following year (from June, 1841, to Juue,
1812,) the above-mentivned balance ou hand is car-
ried forward, Tho amount of Missionary contribn-
tivns acknowledged 0 have been roceived is £2,480
Bs. 10%d.. and the amount expended £2,124 174
5d., leaving a balance of £335 11s. 5d. in the trou-
surer’s hands, on the year's collecuon. At the same
titne, this year's Report (1642) shows thata balance
of last year's account (1641) was in hand of £561
14s. 13d., and als0 a sum of £302 10s.; to wiuch,
if the real bulance of £355 11s. 5d. s added, the
balanco on hand will be £044 d4s. 13d. This

amount is acknowledged to be ou hand in the most

cxplicit manner, by a noto attached to the Report,

as follews ;—

* There is only this on kand to supply the weants of

the Missions for the next sczen or exght months,—the
time that must clapse before any nuw subscriptions can
be oltasned.”

Is not this a declaration that there was this sam

onn hand 1 And will our readers beheve, after thi,
that thero was no such sum 0 hand at all; for, an

referting to the Report of 1844, we find tho follow-

ing nolo e

“ Tho amourt of £302 10s., debuted as haring been

receired from the London Missisnary Commutice, tn
1210, neter came ixta tic handy of the Treasurer.”

in tho account for 1¥41, this £302 104. is acknow.
cdged 10 have been received, in thess words :—

of £2,310 8¢ is

balance on hand 1 cash, with the excoption of
£33 Su. 34, reported to be not then pad, 13 further
teduced, by n charge of £264 10s. 54d., being for
subscripiions not pud.  Tlus 1s controdicted by the
previous s atements, a8 wo havo proved. W wero
aware that muay persons had ceedit 1 the Report for
sabseriptions which they had never pud; and we
think 1t wrong to cnter any person’s subscription in
the Report that has not been patd. It proves that Re-
port to be fallacious, and renders it decepuive to the
poblic.  Bat why should theso sums be entered i the
cash uccount of tho treasurcr?  Thongh the question
be unanswersble, and i defiunce of o fundamental
rale of buvkkeeping, tho treasurer adints entening
£261 11s. H4d. of subscniptions that he had never re-
cenved, which, to balance bis accuunt, he takes credu
for thua year. e thereby reduces the balance of the
formur year to L2097 25 Bd., and if 0 which 18
added the redl balanco, or differenco betwveen receipt
atid «xpendiure, an favour of the former, of £91
§s. 114d., the rcal monuy balance was then only
£3:3 11s. 6{d. Yet, the noto zays, m reference to
the balauco of £914 4s. J3d., * ‘Thero is only this
ou hand to supply the wauts of tho Mlissions ull
next year."

Here wo have not only two balances acknawledged,
the first of £944 4s. 14d., wihich the Report itsell
prosves to bo fllacions; but the sccond b:dnuctj, after
taking o £302 102, which wus névér recened, in
also proved fallacsons by the same Report, by its
thowmg another sum, of £261 4. 54d., wiuch ulso
the trensuirer never reccived.

But there is another fullacy arising from the note-
already quoted, « There is only this on hand to sup-
ply the reants of the Missions for the next seren or
cight months,~the tme that must glapse before any
new subscriptions can le olrained.”

The Report shows, that, in all cases, tho whole
year's salarics of the Missionatics aro puid for the
year to which the Report relaies, except thoso of the
Grand River Mission, which appear to bo only paid
for hulf o year. Why, then, should not £914 14s.
13d. be sufficient, without encroaching on the sub-
scriptions of the then comiug year.

e adinit that there was no such balanco on kand,
but that docs not weaken our argument; the report
states that there was that balance on hand. Besides,
itis generally understood that the Missionary collee-
tions were mado for the snppest of musions prospec-
tively  We believe every member of the Chiurch hus
such an impression; and if this way not 20, it proves
worse management still on the part of the wanagerx
of the funds, for how is it possiblo to carry on nis-
sionary opeiations which depend on future collections?
This year (1942) £1917 v 3d. was expended for
mivsidnary pueposes, beng £200 mare than the for-
mer year, and the incilental cxpeuses ar for the pre-
vions year, £35 9 9d. for tho following cne
£218 £4. 24., bemg ten pereentinstead of 2) percent
as in the furmer ycar, on the moncy appropnated for
missions. ‘This year, (1242) we hovo a missivnary
agent and that apparemly for a pant of the ycar only,
who reccived the sum of £78 2a. Gd.

In the year from Juue, 1642 to June 1243, the
balance of £044 4s. 14d. which oever existed s brought
forward. The amount of contnbution was
£1993 17s. 1d., the smonnt appropriated to mis-
sionary purposes was £1652, aod the uusccllancoos
appropriations wera £521 Gs. 10d,, being over 30 per

slrgady proved has

been stxted to be !!1
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ccnton the amoont for mission parposcs, showing &3
STINCY jrom . cent o these etrelises
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